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C O L O N I A L R E P O R T S — A N N U A L . 

No. 1085. 

B A S U T O L A N D . 

A N N U A L G E N E R A L R E P O R T F O R T H E Y E A R 1920-1921 . 

F I N A N C I A L . 

The revenue for the year ended 31st March, 1921, amounted to 
jf226,323, an increase of ^26 ,438 on the preceding year 's revenue. 
The increase was mainly accounted for by customs receipts, which 
showed an excess of ^23 ,572 on the preceding year 's figures. 

l i t e ordinary expenditure incurred during the year amounted 
to ^241 ,530 . From accummatcd surplus balances a further sum 
of ^fl 1,423 was expended on works of a permanent nature. The 
total expenditure amounted to ^252 ,953 and exceeded the revenue 
by ^28 ,630 . 

Compared with the preceding year the ordinary expenditure 
shows ;m increase of ^48 ,669 . The additional war allowance 
authorised to officials of this Administration during the year and 
the enhanced cost of uniforms and equipment, drugs, rations, 
etc., are responsible for the increased expenditure. 

The following figures denote the total revenue and expenditure 
during the past three years :— 

!9tS !SH9 20. !920 2 t . 
, /hH,428 /,!99,H8(i . . /226,32;i 

,/')H<),H2;t . . (.202,44! . . / 252 ,95a 

The bahmcc of assets in excess of habihties on 3!s t Alarcii, 
192! , amounted to ( 1 0 2 , 3 7 0 3s. Id., of which sum ,(72,500 was 
on loan to the Swaxi!and Administration. 

T R A D E . 

The fo!to\ving is a return of the exports and imports from and 
into the Territory during the calendar year !920, the figures for 
19 tO being also given* — 
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1 9 1 9 . 1 9 2 0 . 

N o . V a l u e . N o . V a l u e . 

M e r c h a n d i z e -— 1 , 0 6 9 , 3 9 3 — 1 , 0 9 1 , 3 4 0 
L i v e s t o c k : — 

H o r s e s , M u l e s , e t c . . . 6 3 7 6 , 0 2 5 4 7 6 3 , 6 0 8 
C a t t l e 2 , 0 3 2 1 2 , 0 4 5 4 4 7 2 , 4 2 9 
S h e e p a n d G o a t s . . 1 , 0 9 6 1 , 0 3 9 1 9 0 1 7 4 

G r a i n : — M u i d s . M u i d s . 
W h e a t a n d W h e a t - m e a l . . 2 , 0 1 3 4 , 3 5 1 1 , 6 2 4 4 , 9 9 6 
M a i z e a n d M a i z c - m c a ) 2 5 , 4 2 4 2 6 , 0 0 4 4 1 , 5 2 6 5 4 , 4 4 5 
Kaf f i r C o r n . . ! 1 , 2 H 2 1 1 , 6 3 5 1 5 , 3 3 9 2 3 , 0 8 9 

O t h e r P r o d u c e 6 , 5 4 5 — 4 0 6 

1 , 1 3 7 , 0 3 7 - 1 , 1 8 0 , 9 8 7 
G o v e r n m e n t I m p o r t s . . * 3 8 , 4 0 ! 

T O T A L I M i ' O H T S 1 , 1 3 7 , 0 3 7 1 , 2 1 9 , 3 8 8 

* N o f igures for 1 9 1 9 . 

1 l o r s e s , M u l e s , e t c . 
( I t t t l c 

S h e e p a n d C o a t s 

K a t h r C o r n 

M a i x c a n d M a i x e - m c a t 
W h e a t a n d W h c a t - m c a ! 
O a t s , H a r l c y a n d R y e . . 
Means a n d t ' r a s 
H a i r , A n g o r a 
W o o ) 
H i d e s 
S k i n s , S h e e p 
! \ l i s c e l ! a n e o a s 

T o t a l Y a h a * of L x p o i l s 

1 9 1 9 . 

V a h i c . 

2 0 7 
/ 

2 , 0 8 7 
1 1 , 6 3 6 9 8 , 9 6 5 

2 1 0 2 9 1 
M u i d s . 

3 2 3 3 3 3 2 . 8 4 3 
5 2 J 3 4 4 4 , 9 1 1 

2 5 0 , 1 5 4 3 5 7 . 2 7 8 
3 , 4 7 7 1 , 7 9 4 
7 , 2 7 5 : 7 , 7 7 9 

L b s . 
2 , 2 4 5 . 7 4 9 ! 2 ) 3 , 0 3 9 

1 0 , 0 8 3 , 5 5 6 5 9 3 , 7 4 2 
! 9 6 , 2 5 t ! H . 6 8 4 
3 8 4 , 7 7 8 1 1 . 3 5 4 

- ' ! 7 5 2 

1 , 3 8 0 , 1 1 9 

1 9 2 0 . 

N o . Va l tx - . 

2 7 0 2 , 7 8 4 
1 2 , 2 9 0 1 0 0 . 2 8 4 

2 , 1 5 5 2 , 6 2 2 
M u i d s . 

1 9 , 1 1 9 2 6 , 5 5 3 
2 8 , 7 5 4 2 1 . 3 5 2 
8 8 , 0 9 5 2 ) 8 3 8 6 

1 1 0 1 0 8 
3 , 0 9 8 4 , 7 6 3 

L b s . 
2 2 5 9 , 7 4 1 1 1 2 , 3 5 8 

1 0 , 0 3 0 , 9 5 1 4 ) 8 , 7 8 5 
2 1 0 . 9 0 0 9 , 6 9 0 
3 7 5 . 4 8 9 1 ) , 9 0 3 

1 . 4 5 0 

9 3 7 , 0 3 8 

! t r (Hi ! (}ha i (Hy! iavc b c c H o x p t ^ h ' t ! t h a t t h o trade i< turns for 
Hie y o n r o i M h i i K ^ l s t December, 1S)2(), wotiid reac)) the t a i n t s of 
t!n^ pneertin^ year, and it is not encouraging to find that the 
balance of trad<^ against tlic tcrritoty, ior the period now tuuhr 

(!j('tn W i t < i ( i ' i H (!.!.' !S U;m..\\ ( , / S . 
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review, amounted to no less than ^282 ,350 , as compared with a 
balance in favour of the territory for 1919 of ^243 ,000 . 

Only two reasons can be suggested in explanation of this 
unfortunate reverse in the financial position. First , the heavy 
decline in die value of our exports, amounting to ^ 4 4 3 , 0 8 1 , 
chief items contributing to the shortfall being :— 

! F 7 ^ . — ^ 1 3 8 , 8 9 2 , showing a decrease in quantity of 6 5 per 
cent., and in value of 3 8 - 8 per cent. 

/l?;go?-% — 1 0 0 , 6 8 1 , with an increase in weight of -6 per 
cent., but a decrease m value of 4 7 - 2 per c e n t ; and 

^ f o ^ . — ^ 1 7 4 , 9 5 7 , with only a decrease in weight of -5 per 
cent., but a falling off in value of 2 9 - 4 per cent. 

I t may be as well to s tate here that the reason why Angora 
hair shows .eh a much heavier percentage of loss than wool is 
because sheep are shorn twice a year, and probably the autumn 
clip was disposed of before the drop in price ; whereas goats are 
shorn only once a year, in the spring, and the bulk of the clip 
had to bear the full effect of the fall in value. 

The remaining articles exported do not appear to call for 
special comment, being shghtly more or less in value as compared 
with the previous year ; but it may be asked why such articles 
of native food as Kaffir corn and maize were exported to the vahic 
of ^48 ,000, when it was necessary to import food of the same nature 
to the value of 78,000. The answer is that transport from one 
district to another is not Only costly, but generally unprocurable 
when most required, and it foliows that it would cost more to 
convey grain from the northern districts, where the crops are 
usually more abundant than in the south, than to bring in their 
requirements from farmers in the Union of South Africa living on 
the southern boundary. 

The second reason for the reverse in the financial position will 
probably be found in t h e fact that imports, instead of decreasing, 
more than two years after the war in Europe had ceased, actually 
exceeded the figures for 1919 by over ^72 ,000 . 

- It has never been possible to get a correct estimate 
of the value of the native labour asset, but it must not be forgotten 
that, owing to (he dosing down of the diamond mines, a very 
considerable number of native iabourcrs have returned to their 
homes, so that a large amount of money winch formcWy came into 
the country from that source wih be lost for Hie time being, 
thereby further reducing the purchasing power of the population 

The prospect for the immediate future is, therefore, taking 
all the abovti facts into consideration, by no means encouraging, 
and it would be foohsh to Jook for any improvement in trade 
prospects for some cons ide ra t e time. I t must not be forgotten, 
however, that South Africa in genera!, and Hasutoland in par-
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ticular, have always shown extraordinary powers of recuperation. 
The country has passed through many previous depressions, 
and, with patience and courage, will recover from its present 
difficulties. 

E D U C A T I O N . 

The average daily attendance of pupUs in schools and 
institutions is now over 23,400, while the total number of pupils 
on the roll exceeds 32 ,500 . 

The total average attendance in schools and institutions during 
1920 was 23,479, as compared with 2 1 , 1 6 0 and 22,556 in 1918 
and 1919 respectively. 

Tiie following grants were made to Missions for schools and 
other educational institutions ;— 

P a r i s E v a n g e l i c a l Mis s ion S o c i e t y . . 1 4 . 3 H 9 
C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d Miss ion . . . . 2 , 3 3 9 
R o m a n C a t h o l i c Miss ion . . . . 3 , 5 2 4 

^ 2 0 , 2 3 2 

T h i s t o t a l c o m p a r e s w i t h ^ 1 9 , 3 o r 1 9 1 9 . 

Mission. Over 100 70- 60 - 43- ^23 20 f n ( t c i T o t a l 
200 ! 30 100 70 45 25 20 

Par i s E v a n g e l i c a l Mis
s ionary S u d c t y (i 33 48 :n 52 S9 18 2<; 3(H) 

Church of E n g l a n d . . ! 8 7 6 19 9 6 i 38 
R o m a n C a t h n h r " 7 S a 9 ! ^ it) ; 2 ! 59 

Ml 4 7 * 04 4! 67* 422 ,17 30 ; 417 

l^rom this table it wit! l)es(N-n that there are n<,wmo!'c than 
400 sch(M)ls recei\ing grants. In anotiier \ i N t r it is j)ossi}))e that 
the number w i i l nach 500 or moi(\ !<or the hnaneia) year 1920 2 ! 
there wa! lb(^464 sc!)oo)son the official iist (grant-earning), and 
t h c r t ^ a r c i n o r c l h a n 5 0 ( ) t h c r s a } n a d y notified as qualifying for 
grants. 

From these figures it issnif ir ientiy clear that Masutotand is 
now, from a numerica! }*oint oi view, fairiy wcH supphed with 
schools, but the probicm of im{)roving tiie ehaiacter of the 
education given in these schoojs is a \ c r y pd] ) tex ingone !imler 
the present hnancia! conditions. 

l i i c r o a r c thitM* d i r e c t i o n s in svhi(')iin)p)!*ovoinciU i s t h s i r a h l c , 
b u t , n n h u t u n a h ) y , t o p r o n ^ ^ l n i a n y t n a <d^Uu.^^(hr^thu^^ w o u h l 
i n v ( ) ! Y c c o n s i ( } c r a b ] ( ' cx{mnditun\ 

^ 4 1 0 0 ) M 

file:///iNtr
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First , it is desirable to All up vacancies with a better type of 
teacher than is being obtained at present. B u t the only way to 
at t ract better candidates for a post is to offer higher remuneration. 
Even in the recent advances in the rate of pay a teacher 's salary 
does not compare favourably with the pay to be obtained else
where. As salaries constitute about 90 per cent, of the expenditure, 
even a small increase to the individual would mean a large total 
increase in the grant. 

Secondly, it is desirable to provide schools with better fur
niture and equipment, but to provide four or Ave hundred schools 
merely with what is usually regarded as essential school equipment 
would demand a large outlay. 

In the third place, greater efficiency could be secured if further 
Government supervision were exercised ; but to increase the 
present department tiM it bore some relation to the magnitude 
of the work before it would also entail considerably increased 
expenditure. 

Under these circumstances it is clear that educational progress 
is strictly limited by financial considerations, and until funds 
are available for the three essentials outlined above no radical 
alteration in the present system can be effected. 

There is, however, one comparatively inexpensive way in 
which the scope of the schools may be widened, and that is by 
using them as centres for spreading information on matters which 
have a larger heid of utihty than the ordinary >choo! subjects. 
A step in this direction was taken at the beginning of 1921, 
when the free distribution was approved of copies of the magazine 
of the South African (Native and Cohmrcd) Health Society among 
some 500 head teachers. If is hoped that this policy of propaganda 
may be extended in othrr cquahy useful directions. 

X o . of 1'npils on RoH, < \ o . o f ! 'upi!s on R o l l , 
i I h - r t -mbr i , 1 9 1 9 . i Dcct-mht-i-, 1 9 2 0 . 

Mission. ; ! 

, B o y s . t ; i :1s , Tot:*!. , Hoys . ( , n ! s , , T o t a l . 

Maris r^van^ci!(ai . \hss ion^ry! ; < 
S o d c h '. ! 7.H4! 1 4 , 3 7 6 ' 2 ^ , 2 1 7 7 ,974 15 ,44 ! 2 3 , 4 1 5 

( h u r t h o f l ' l ^ l a n d . . . 1,194 2 , 2 9 2 3,4H(lii 1 ,195 2,443 3,(i3H 
R o m a n Cr t ihohr . . 1,047 a , 4 7 2 ! 4 , 5 1 9 ii !,0HH ; 3 ,753 4 ,841 

10.0H2 2 0 . 1 4 0 3 0 , 2 2 2 1 0 , 2 5 7 ' 2 1 , 6 3 7 31.H94 

This shows an increase of 1,672. 
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No. of Pupils on X o . o f t ' u p i t s o n 
Eoi i i)<.-c. 1 9 1 9 . Hull. ! ) c c , 1 9 2 0 . 

Ins t i tu t ions . Mission. 
, -

Hoys. (;ir!s. 
j 

i o t a ! . H o y s . j Girts. T o t a l . 

Mori ja P a r i s E v a u g c l i e a l 
! 
! 

Mission Soc ie ty 174 ! 174 ! 5 5 ; . . . . 1 5 5 
i l l . M o r c n a S4 ! H4 ! 7 4 7 4 
L e l o a ' c n g . . 19 19 31 ! 3 ! 
Masite C h u r c h of E n g l a n d 20 - - 2 0 i 2 3 
Maseru 

C h u r c h of E n g l a n d 
2H j 2H , 2 8 2S 

R o m a R o m a n Cathol ic . . 132 2 5 6 120 ! 2 S 9 3 7 9 

3 4 5 3R8 J 7 1 3 3 2 9 ;Mt 
i 

()9() 

Mission. 
\ \ - a r t ' n d i ! i n ! ) ( T , ' ^ l - a r c n d i n g D e c , 1920 , 

Bovs . ( a r ! s . I 'otal . } Hov:^. ! Cirls . 

Par i s E v a n g e l i c a l !\iission ! < ji 
Soc ie ty 5,787 j 10,124 13 911 !} 5,798 

C h u r c h of E n g l a n d . . 800 i !,0!4H! ^ , 4 9 8 ' 839 
R o m a n C a t h o h e 

10 ,077 
1,71,1 

T o t a l . 

1 0 , 4 7 3 
2 , 3 5 2 

8 0 3 j 2,0fii j a ^ 0 0 H79 2 , 9 4 3 ! 3.822 

7,432 H , 123 i ' ; j ,S73 ! ysps 1 5 , 3 ^ : 2 2 , 8 4 9 

o i i ' u p i t s o n R(4i i ^ c r n i t i e r , 1920. 
iMasern 44 
M o r i j a 7 
iMafeteng . . 10 
^ I o t i a i c s 2 3 
i ' c y a t c y a ! ! ( ! i n 12 
E c r i t ) c 1* 

! ! 4 

THKSc s c h o o l (h) not go i ^ ^ i u n i U u ' d o n a ! W a r y s h u ^ \ and most 
pupiis c o n t i n u e tt icir s tudios at schoois ou ts id r the te r r i tory . 

During t h e pas t y e a r a n t h r a x ! ias been morcpr ( !va !on t than 
usuat, and a l t o g e t h e r 6 , 8 5 2 a n i m a l s have !)ocn inocutatod with 
very good rcsui ts . T h e i n s t r t n t i o n s ros{)octing the huiria! of 
an t t i r ax cases a rc stih d is regarded to a considoratdo <. \ iont , 
and unless th i s is car r ied out in()re(-t)*:ci(iit[y w e c a n ( a u l f ^ ( ^ ( H t ! y 
^(^ok forward to no a b a t e m e n t of ou tb reaks , l e g i s l a t i o n g iv ing 
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A G K M T T / n i R P . 

T h e Agricnt tura l Olfieer, Air. L P. W a e h e r , re turned front 
war leave in J a n u a r y . Ho had been absent s ince J u n e , ) 9 1 5 , 
and while lie was a w a y the deve lopment of the agr icu l tu ra l and 
tree p l an t ing a c t i v i t i e s of the Gove rnmen t was pract ieaHv sus
pended, though tree nurser ies were m a i n t a i n e d and a ee r t a in 
amount of p lan t ing done . 

greater control to Government officers and providing penalties 
for the infraction of orders is no^ under serious consideration, 
and it is hoped that it wil) be issued early in 1921. 

Owing to the favourable outlook of cast coast fever on our 
eastern border, all east coast fever guards have been discharged, 
and this border has now reverted to ordinary police control. 
The stock inspector who was in charge of this work has been 
seconded to the Bechuanaland Protectorate Administration. 

The territory has been remarkably free from quarter evil, 
and only 330 doses of vaccine have been issued. 

Equine Strangles lias, as usual, been prevalent, but for the 
most part of a mild type, and acute cases have for the most part 
responded to inoculations. 

Biliary fever in equincs has been very prevalent at Maseru, 
and 43 animals have been successfully inoculated and treated 
against this debilitating disease. 

During the year 188 slides have been examined microscopically, 
and most of these have been suspected cases of anthrax. 

The export of catt le at Oacha's Nek has considerably decreased, 
owing to the slump in slaughter stock ; 1,843 head were exported, 
as against 8,089 during the year ended 31st March, 1920. 

At the Maseru tank 202 cattle and 58 horses were dipped, 
chiefly for mange and lice. 

,SY//<V.-- The drought conditions of the previous year persisted 
and very seriously interfered with horse-brccding endeavours, 
as without a good supply of green food it is difficult to stint marcs, 
and newly-born foals are bound to be adverse!)- affected owing to 
the shortage of mothers' milk. 

During the past season 172 live foals were born to Government 
sires, and of these 83 were born in tin/ Maseru dis tr ict The 
stallions " Tory " and " Shushu " were sold on account of old 
age. and the thoroughbred horses " Plf King " and " Physician " 
were purchased in their place. 

Drought interfered with the holding of agrirultnra! sh< vs, and 
shows took plaeo only at Leribe, Mafeteng, and Maseru. , '<'spitc 
the adverse conditions of the season, the Maseru show was 
ronsidered {h<* best one ever heid at that (entre. 
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During 1920 the money available on the estimates did not 
admit of any fresh work being started in tree planting and donga 
prevention, and the Agricultural Officer was mainly concerned 
in getting existing donga work repaired, planting new trees t c 
replace dead ones, and in getting the tree nurseries into good 
working order. 

Tree nurseries are maintained at each of the seven Govern
ment camps and also at the sub-district station of B u t h a Buthe . 
There were approximately 136,000 young trees on hand at the 
end of 1920 in the nurseries, and some 48 ,000 were issued to whites 
and natives during the year. 

Articles on mealie growing, ploughing, donga prevention, 
wheat growing, and on the eradication of noxious weeds have 
been written in Sesuto and published in the native newspapers, 
and there are fair signs of a greater interest being taken by the 
natives than previously. 

During the latter half of the year the Agricultural Officer took 
over the management of all farming operations at the Leper 
Sett lement, about four miles from Maseru. 

M O V E M E N T O F I N H A B I T A N T S . 

The following figures give the number of passes issued to natives 
to leave the territory during the year, as compared with the 
hgmes for the year ended 31st March, 1920 :— 

V i s i t i n g a n d 
L a b o u r . M i s c e l l a n e o u s . T o t a l . 

m!9 20 . . . . 45,740 . . 70,673 . . ! l ( i ,4)! l 
1920 . . 5S,;i()5 . . 10!i,W)9 . . Hi2,3()4 

G A O L S AND C R I M E . 

There are seven gaols and four lock-ups in the territory, and 
during the year 1,541 prisoners passed through them, as compared 
with 1,525 during the year 1919 20 

The number of convictions for contravention of the liquor 
laws in 1919 20 was 125, as com *arcd with 151 for the previous 
year. 

Convictions for offences against property numbered 195 as 
compared with 171 in 1919 20. 

P O S T ) P F ! C E . 

The net postal, telegraph and telephone revenue amounted 
to ( 7 , 8 5 9 16s. 8d., as compared with (6 ,676 12s. 2d. for the year 
1919 20. 
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The expenditure amounted to ^9 ,625 10s. 8d., as compared 
with ^7 ,975 17s. Id. for 1919-20 . 

T h e number and value of deposits and withdrawals in and 
from the Post Office Savings B a n k for the last two years are 
shown in the following table :— 

D e p o s i t s . W i t h d r a v a l s . 
1 9 1 9 - 2 0 . < t , 6 9 6 v a l u e / 1 0 , 8 4 3 . . 5 9 2 v , ; Iuc ^ 9 , 2 8 ! 
1 9 2 0 - 2 1 . . 1 , 3 3 7 " 8 , 7 7 8 5 6 6 9 , 9 5 0 

The following comparative table shows the number and value 
of money and postal orders issued and paid during the last two 
years :— 

I s s u e d . P a i d . 
1 9 1 9 - 2 0 . . 3 2 , 5 0 5 v a l u e / 3 S , 3 1 0 . . 2 8 , 7 2 4 v a i u c / ; 3 8 , 4 9 8 . 
1 9 2 0 - 2 1 . . 2 8 , 3 7 1 . , , ^ ' 3 2 , 5 5 1 2 4 , 8 3 4 ,, ^ 3 6 , 0 0 2 . 

M E D I C A L . 

E P I D E M I C D I S E A S E S . 

Tyj&AMS may now be regarded as endemic in the territory. 
During 1920 eases were recognised as far north as Tcyat^yaneng. 
Contrary to the usual experience in this disease cases were more 
numerous in the early summer than in the winter months. There 
were 547 cases and 94 deaths. 

The problem of dealing with typhus in a native territory like 
Basutoland, where a large proportion of the inhabitants are 
domiciled in remote mountain villages, is beset with difficulties. 
Firs t and foremost is the factor of the wide prevalence of the 
body louse winch is regarded by the people as a natural parasite, 
and they fail to understand why a parasite which has always been 
with them should be a source of disease. 

The overcrowding which obtains in most huts, the habit of 
visiting neighbouring villages and congregating lor beer drinks 
and local court cases arc also potent factors in the spread of 
the disease. 

I t lias often been possible to trace outbreaks to travellers who 
have visited infected centres which an! nominally in quarantine. 
There is a c e i L a ^ resistance to restrictive measures coupled with 
indifference -on the part of those who are not immediately con
cerned. Their cry is for medicine. 

Propaganda in regard to the danger of lice has had little 
or no effect. The peop!e either will not or cannot understand 
the important role played by these parasite*. Ye t the eradica
tion of the disease depends on the delousing of the population. 
It is estimated that at least foui-fifths of (he population (equal 
to 400,000 souls scattered over an area of 11,700 square miles) 
are lousy. 

.S?;;;?// Pa.v. No cases wore recorded during the year. 
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F w ^ ' c F<3t^r .—Three hundred and sixty cases were reported, 
182 cases admitted into hospitals, with 31 deaths. I t is con
sidered that many of these cases were really cases of typhus and 
mistaken for typhoid. As all clothing of fever cases admitted 
into hospitals is carefully disinfected, in no instance was there a 
spread of the infection. 

S ix thousand and s ixty seven people were inoculated against 
typhoid, but early in Ju ly , owing to the presence of typhus in 
areas where typhoid co-existed in isolated cases, the inoculations 
were discontinued as if was felt that the gathering of numbers of 
people from villages possibly infected with typhus might lead to 
further spread of that disease. 

W ^ c o ^ M ^ C o ^ A was fairly common, especially in the winter 
months, but no deaths were recorded. 

?!4&%?'CM/os?!s was less in evidence than in previous years. 

Z^f>wsy.---Onc hundred and eleven cases presented themselves 
at the outpatient departments and were sent to the leper asylum. 
No other epidemic diseases call for special notice. 

L E P E R S E T T L E M E N T . 

There is no outstanding feature during the year, which has 
been a quiet and uneventful one. The majority of the patients 
are reconciled to their lot, and are contented and happy. More 
ground has been broken up for them, and most of the able-bodied 
men have been given gardens to cultivate. A certain number 
of the women have also got lands. The great difficulty at present 
is to find suitable labour for many of the women patients who are 
unable to do hard manual work. 

The general health has been good on the whole. The Medical 
Oflicer has been using sodium morrhuate on a considerable 
number of cases, and he reports that, although it is not a specific, 
it improves the body-weight and well-being of the patients, and 
thereby tends to keep the disease in check. 

The institution is handicapped for the want of a fully equipped 
laboratory, which it is hoped to remedy in the coming year. 

The water supply is still very inadequate, and causes great 
inconvenience during the last four months in each year, and at a 
time when a plentiful supply is absolutely necessary. 

On 31st December, 1919, there were 372 patients in this 
institution—178 males and 194 females. On 31st Dcoember, 
1920, the number was 414 176 males and 238 females—;m increase 
of 42 . 

Six men and three women were diseharged as a r r e t e d eases. 

There were 14 births. 
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G E N E R A L . 

The appointment of His Roya l Highness, Prince Arthur of 
Connaught, as High Commissioner in succession to Ear ! Bux ton 
was a sincere pleasure to the Basuto. His Royal Highness 
assumed duty on 20th November, 1920. 

The Fifteenth Session of the Basutoland Council was held 
from 3rd J u l y to 22nd J u l y , 1920. The following are the principal 
subjects which were discussed :— 

1. Burweed eradication. The Agricultural Officer delivered 
an address as to the need for eradicating this and other 
noxious weeds. The Paramount Chief spoke strongly 
of the duty of chiefs to see that this work *vas not 
neglected, and said he would appoint inspectors later 
to go round the districts and report what was being 
done. 

2. Proposed increase of 10s. in the nat ive tax, which is at 
present ^1 for each wife. The Government sub
sequently reduced the increase to 5s. This led to 
lengthy discussion, in which numerous suggestions 
were submitted by the natives for increasing the 
revenue in other directions. Tiie increase.was eventu
ally accepted. 

3. Visit of tne Paramount Chief to England in 1919. Fur ther 
discussion took place on this subject, principally from 
the aspect of the possibility of incorporation in the 
Union of South Africa. 

4. Proposed proclamation bringing Basutoland into line with 
other countries as regards the protection of girls under 
16 and men tally deficient women. The Council were 
against the proposed law, on the ground generally that 
it would lead to confusion with the existing native law. 

5. Establishment of a " Council of Commons / ' This was a 
suggestion submitted for a council on an elective basis, 
as opposed to the existing nominated Council. The 
majority of the council were against the motion. 

The Council passed a resolution expressing sorrow at the 
departure of Lord Buxton and pleasure at the appointment of 
His Royal Highness, Prince Arthur of Connaught. 

During the Council the Lc^! I nt Commissioner presented the 
Medal for Meritorious Service to Chief Lcrothoh Mojcla. The 
medal was gained as the resu!t of meritorious service with the 
Native Labour Contingent in France during the late European 
W a n 

The death took place on 12th Ju ly , 1920, of Chartos Edward 
Boycs, C . B . F , Deputy Resident Commissioner. Mr. B o y c s h a d 
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been in the service since 1888, and his death was a great loss to 
the Administration and the territory generally. Mr. J . P. Murray, 
Government Secretary, was promoted to the vacant office of 
Deputy Resident Commissioner, and Mr. R . M. Eosworth Smith, 
Assis tant Commissioner, to that of Government Secretary. 

The death of another old Basutoland official, Thomas Ponsonby 
King Kennan, took place on 18th September, 1920. Mr. Kennan 
joined the service in 1884, and retired on pension as Assistant 
Commissioner in 1905. He rejoined the Administration in 1916 as 
Assistant Commissioner at Outhing, thereby enabling the Govern
ment to release an officer for W a r Service, Mr. Kennan acted 
for a period of some months in 1919 20 as Deputy Resident Com
missioner and again retired on pension on 1st September, 1920. 
His unrivalled experience of native affairs always proved of the 
greatest assistance to the Government. 

Wi th the exception of the Lcrihc District, native affairs 
throughout the territory have been conducted on the usual 
peaceful lines. In the Leribe dist^'ct Chief Jona than still con
tinued to fail to preserve order among his various sons and other 
relatives. In April tiie Chief expressed a wish to be allowed to 
abdicate in favour of his brother Motsoene. He made the request 
on account of his great age and increasing infirmity ; but when 
called to a nationai pitso before *;hc Paramount Chief, for the 
purpose of settling his position, he withdrew the request, and there 
has consequently been no change. During the year numerous 
faction Rghts took place in Jona than ' s ward, most of which arose 
as a result of the Chief's indolence in settling disputes ; guns and 
other weapons were used, and 8 natives were killed and some 10 
wounded, while numerous huts were destroyed. The Government 
took strong steps to bring Jona than to a proper sense of his 
responsibilities, and the position become appreciably better to
wards the latter part of tiie year. 

Mokhotlong, the most isolated white police post m tiie territory, 
situated in the North of tiie Oacha's Nek District, lias been 
created a sub-district for revenue purposes, similar to those at 
Butha Bu tbc and Pcka in Lcribc District. The staff consists of a 
white pohec officer, 13 native police, and one native assistant 
interpreter. During the year under review over ^*4,0(X) revenue 
was collected, and apart from increased facility for the collection 
of revenue, the establishment of the sub-district is a boon to tiie 
natives in that area, who previously wouid have to undertake a 
journey of four days on horseback in a very mountainous region 
to pay their taxes, etc., at the Government office in Oacha's Nek. 

R. B . S M I T H , 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, ETC. 

The following recent reports, etc., relating to His Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained 
from the sources indicated on the title page :— 

A N N U A L . 

N(7. V;:ar. 

! ( )50 G i b r a l t a r . . 1 9 1 9 - t 9 2 0 
1051 Somal i land 
1 0 5 2 Z a n z i b a r 1 9 1 9 
105!) G a m b i a 
1 0 5 4 U g a n d a 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 1 9 
1 0 5 5 M a l t a . . 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 0 
1 0 5 6 Swaz i land . 
1057 B c c h u a n a l a n d P r o t e c t o r a t e 
1 0 5 8 A s h a n t i 1919 
1 0 5 9 B a h a m a s 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 0 
1 0 6 0 Br i t i sh So lomon Island: . . ,, 
1061 Seychel les . . , , 

1 0 6 2 Maur i t ius . . . . . . . , , 

1 0 6 3 S t . V i n c e n t . . \))ril D e c e m b e r 1 9 1 9 
1064 Niger ia - - . . . . 1 9 1 9 
1 0 6 5 S i e r r a L e o n e 
1066 Gold Coas t 
1067 J a m a i c a 1 9 t 9 - 1 9 2 < ) 
1 0 6 8 B r i t i s h Guiana 1 9 i 9 
1 0 6 9 T r i n i d a d and T o b a g o ,, 
1 0 7 0 Br i t i sh H o n d u r a s . . 
1 0 7 ! H o n g K o n g , , 

1072 B a r b a d o s . . 1 9 1 P - 1 9 2 0 
1 0 7 3 Hast Africa P r o t e c t o r a t e ! 9 1 8 - ! 9 ! 9 
1 0 7 4 L e e w a r d Is lands . . 1 9 1 9 1 9 2 0 
1 0 7 5 N y a s a l a n d . . 

. . 1 2 ! 9 1 0 7 6 F a l k l a n d Is lands . . . . 1 2 ! 9 
1077 B e r m u d a . . 1920 
1 0 7 8 G r e n a d a . . . . . . , , 

1 0 7 9 U g a n d a i 9 t 9 - ! 9 2 0 
! 0 8 0 Fi j i 1 9 2 0 
1 0 8 ! G i b r a l t a r . . 
1 0 8 2 N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r i e s oi the Gotd Coas t 1 9 1 9 
10S3 B c c h u a n a l a n d 1 9 2 0 - 1 9 2 ! 
1084 St . He lena . . 1 9 2 0 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 

tS 'M / ' / rr / . 

8 2 Imper ia l I n s t i t u t e R u b b e r and C u t t a p c r c h a . 
8 3 S o u t h e r n Nigeria . . Mineral S u r v e y , ! 9 ! 0 . 
8 4 W e s t Indies P r e s e r v a t i o n of Anc ien t Monu

m e n t s , e t c . 
8 5 S o u t h e r n Nigeria . . Mineral S u r v e y , 1 9 1 1 . 
8 6 S o u t h e r n Nigeria. . . . . Ahncra! S u r v e y , 1 9 1 2 . 
8 7 Ceylon Mineral S u r v e y . 
8 8 Imper ia l I n s t i t u t e . . . . O i l s eeds , Oils* e t c . 
8 9 Southern Nigeria . . . . Mineral S u r v e y , 1 9 1 3 . 
9 0 St . Vincent R o a d s and L a n d S c t t t c m c n f . 
91 L a s t Africa P r o t e c t o r a t e . . Geology and G e o g r a p h y of the 

nor thern p a r t of the P r o t e c 
t o r a t e . 

9 2 Co lon ic s—Genera l i'lshes of the Colonies. 


