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B) Elements on the Monarchy

The head of statetheoretical and nominal source afxecutive judicial andlegislative power in the
UK is theBritish monarch currently Queeticlizabeth || However, sovereignty in the UK no longer

rests with the monarch, since tBeglish Bill of Rights in 1689which established the principle
Parliamentary sovereigntiNone-the-less the monarch is still known as thxeegeign.

of

The British Sovereign possesses many hypothetmaks, including the right to choose any British

citizen to be hePrime Ministerand the right to call and dissolgrliamentwhenever she wishes.

However, in accordance with the current uncodiftedstitution, the Prime Minister is the leader| of

the largest party in thelouse of Commonsand Parliament igissolvedat the time suggested by the

PM. Other royal powers calledyal prerogativesuch as patronage to appoint ministers and tite

ity to declare war, are exercised by the Prime $ariand th&€abinef with the formal consent of the

Queen.

Today the Sovereign has an essentiallyemonialole restricted in exercise of power bynvention

andpublic opinion However the monarch does continue to exercigethssential rights: thigght to

ab

be consulted, the right to advise and the right to warn. As a consequence of these ideals, Prime Minis-

ters hold weekly confidential meetings with the raam in which the Queen has got the right to
press her opinions.

ex-

The role of the monarchy Turning points
The monarchy has existed in its hereditary form since the
| tenth century AD, if not before. According to Philip 1215  Magna Carta - King John
| Norton, Elizabeth Il can trace her own claim back to accepted certain limits on
| King Egbert who was said to have united England under the manner in which he
| his rule in AD829. Although the only break in the reign could govern.
of monarchs came as a result of the English Civil War 1280s Edward | needed money
and the subsequent execution of Charles | (1649), the last regularly for wars. This led to
400 years have seen the gradual transformation I"‘arliuqmn! being called
from the medieval and early modern monarch, claiming more frequently.
the “divine right’ to rule, to the modern ‘constitutional ' Edward Il was dep(_):-tfd,
monarch’. The same period has, of course, seen a partly as a result of his
parallel growth in the power of Parliament as well as the attempts to govern wdhgu:
emergence and growth of the power of the Prime taking advice from leading
| Minister. The royal prerogative powers (see Ch 6.1) nobles. _
still offer a monarch considerable, if largely 1530s  Increasing legislative role for
theoretical, powers. The monarch is the head of the Parliament (Reformation
executive, a key figure in the legislative process, the ‘arliament, 1529-36).
head of the judiciary, the Commander in Chief of the 1649  Charles | was exctiutled, after
armed forces and the Supreme Governor of the Church maintaining the ‘divine right’
of England. In reality, however, most of these powers are and quarreling with
now exercised by the Prime Minister on behalf of the Parliament.
monarch. Despite this, the monarch still retains key 1689  William and Mary accepted
powers: I the so-called ‘Bill of Rights’.
A monarch could not
| | The power to dissolve Parliament : suspend laws of levy
| Though the Queen generally dissolves Parliament taxation without }'"?'3';“0”1-
| | {resulting in a general election) on the Prime Minister’s Queen Anne l?&‘Cd”“? the last
| | request, she could refuse if, for example, a minority monarch to reject a bill.

government was trying to gain an unfair advantage by George I did not «{?('ak
timing an election favourably against the wishes of a English. The role of the
clear majority of MPs. In such an instance the Queen King’s ‘Prime Minister’
might instead choose to offer the leader of another party emerged (Walpole) and, by
the chance to form an administration. the nineteenth century,

became central. __

| The power to appoint the Prime Minister 54  Queen Vicloria becapee the
This is normally straightforward. Howevet, in the event of last monarch to give the
a "hung parliament’ {(where no single |).‘|rt-._'h.|d an royal assent in person.
overall majority of seats in the Commons), the Queen
would have to choose whom she should invite to try and
form a government. If two or more parties were equal in

| strength, this decision could prove pivotal.

— : 5




C) Elements on the executive power (Prime Ministard Cabinet)

The Governmeniperforms theExecutivefunctions of the United Kingdom on behalf of thever-
eign, in whom executive power is theoretically ananinally vested. The monarch appointSrane

Minister as the head of Her Majesty's Government, guidedhbystrict convention that the Prime

Minister should be the member of the House of Comsnoost likely to be able to form a Gove
ment with the support of the House. In practices theans that the leader of thelitical partywith
an absolute majority of seats in the House of Consme chosen to be the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister then selects the oth@nisterswhich make up the Government and act as pq
cal heads of the variousovernment DepartmentAbout twenty of the most senior government m
isters make up th€abinet In total, there are approximately 100 ministé¥st ttomprise the goverr

n_

liti-
in-

ment. In accordance witbonstitutional conventignall ministers within the government are either

Members of Parliamemr peersin theHouse of Lords

As in some otheparliamentary systemaf government, the executive (called "the govemif)es
drawn from and is answerable to Parliament - aessfalvote of no confidencwill force the gov-
ernment either to resign or to seekaaliamentary dissolutioand ageneral election

In practice, members of parliament of all majortigarare strictly controlled byhipswho try to en-
sure they vote according to party policy. If thevgamment has a large majority, then they are

unlikely to lose enough votes to be unable to pegslation.

The Prime Minister

| Origins of the office The royal prerogative
The office of Prime Minister is based largely on convention. Once the monarch stopped These powers, formally held by the monarch
attending Cabinet meetings (under George 1, who reigned 1714-27), the First Lord of the but - in practice - exercised by the Prime
Ireasury began chairing Cabinet meetings. This is the formal title still held by Prime Minister include the power to
Ministers today. Robert Walpole is generally regarded as the first Prime Minister (1721-42),
though in reality Robert Peel (1841-46) has a better claim as the first modern Prime Minister declare war; make treaties: annex and cede
The powers of the Prime Minister have evolved gradually, largely as a result of the assimilation territory; control the armed forces; control

of royal prerogative powers (see right). While the monarch still retains these power in theory, in | patronage; control the workings of the civil
practice the Prime Minister acts in place of the monarch .

service; make use of emergency powers,

[ The h;vgegof the Prime Minister

F"arty and Parliament

As the leader of the majority party in the Commons (most often), ‘

Patronage and the control of Cabinet

The Prime Minister has massive powers of patronage over the
Church of England (archbishops, bishops etc.), senior judges (e.g the Prime Minister has considerable power. They can control the
the Lord Chief Justice), Privy Councillors and civil servants. It is in parliamentary timetable and pursue the government’s programme.
They are the public face of party and government. They control key
.mpmm:m-n:‘. within their own party as well as within government,
and can rely on a certain amount of loyalty from the party simply
timing and agenda of Cabinet meetings as well as ‘taking the | by virtue of the fact that they are in government. When backs are
teeling of the meeting'.

Cabinet and government, however, that the power of patronage
becomes crucial. The Prime Minister ultimately decides who gets
what at all levels of the government. He or she also controls the

against the wall, they can even threaten to ask the Queen to
S dissolve Parliament and call an election (a threat made by John

Limitations: the seniority of colleagues might demand their Major in 1992). |
inclusion (e.g. Jack Straw), as might a need for balance (e.g. John
Prescott) or a need 1o reward those who have supported your rise Limitations: the party will not always remain loval (back bench
e.g. Gordon Brown). If the Prime Minister excludes or forces out support for Thatcher failed in 1990). Parliament can also — in
key figures they can often become dangerous enemies on the back theory - call errant governments to account (e.g. through Prime
| benches (e.g. Heseltine under Thatcher). There are also the Minister’s Questions on Wednesdays, or debates and motions).
questions of availability for office, ability and experience. Margaret Ultimately the Commons can !).I\?\..l vote of no confidence,
Thatcher was often criticised - particularly in the latter years of her bringing down the government, and, by convention, forcing an
| administration - for passing over or forcing out more experienced election, ;
| munisters in tavour of ‘ves-men’. Some items also demand
inclusion on the Cabinet agenda.

— — S 1

What is the core executive?
The term ‘core executive’ is a collective term usually taken to refer to the key institutions and processes involved in co-ordinating the work of
central government: the Prime Minister, Cabinet, Cabinet Committees and Cabinet Office. Treasury and Foreign Office bodies, law, security and
intelligence officers, and certain other top civil servants
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The Cabinet

Introduction

As is the case with the office of Prime Minister, the Cabinet has evolved over time; from a group of individuals linking the King
and Parliament into what Walter Bagehot (1867) saw as an institution central to the decision-making process. The Prime
Minister, it was argued, was merely ‘primus inter pares’ (first among equals). Even in Bagehol’s time, however, this argument
would have been open to question, and over the last 20 years the apparent expansion of Prime Ministerial power has led some
to question how significant a role the Cabinet still retains in the process of government. The modern Cabinet consists of around
23 paid members and fulfils a number of important functions (see below). Traditionally, Cabinet Ministers have been expected
to work within the principles of collective responsibility and ministerial responsibility (see Glossary).

' The variau_s roles of the Cabinet

| | Decision-making Co-ordinating departments Forward planning

[ | Traditionally, Cabinet has been seen as Cabinet always had a role in co-ordinating Cabinet retains a role in addressing

| | central to the decision-making process. The the activities of government departments problems arising from policy and/or events
Cabinet’s role in this area, however, has While the decision-making role of Cabinet Cabinet provides a “talking shop’ where
been undermined by the development of has been diminished somewhat, its the direction of policy can, if necessary, be

[ | Prime Ministerial power that has come position as an arena in which individuals discussed and where the broad direction of

| with the increased centralisation of can report on their activities and bring policy can be re-focused. It is also a place
bureaucratic controls and the increased colleagues up-to-date remains significant. where ministers can raise genuine
importance of the media. concerns

| — S

What is the Cabinet Office?

The Cabinet Office consists around 2000 staff and is the key player

n co-ordinating the activities of government. The Office was
8 8

strengthened by Labour in 1998, This strengthening involved

creating new elements and also bringing

gether a number of
the Cabinet Office umbrella
The result was what amounted to a Prime Minister's Department, in
I
I

all but name; a power base to challenge Gordon Brown's in the Cabinet commitiees
Treasury, perhaps. The new Cabinet Office comprised As the pressures on the work of Cabinet increased after the Second

S — World War - both in volume of work and in its implexity - the
a Cabinet Office Minister (the so-called ‘Cabinet Enforcer’) as well

previously independent bodies under

g Cabinet was forced to delegate significant aspects of its work to
as the Cabinet Secretary (Sir Richard Wilson), four separate

Secretariats (Economic and Domestic, Defence and Overseas
European (EU), Constitution), the Pertormance and Innovation Unit

Cabinet committees and sub-commitiees. These committees are

given authority over specific areas and, as far as possible, decisions

shten the burden on full
Cabinet meetings. Committees are generally chaired by senior

are then taken at that level, so as to lig

the Women’s Unit, the Centre for Management and Policy Studies
the Head of the Government and Communication Service, and the : = ) .
cl G tific Ad Cabinet members; sometimes the Prime Minister of the day, The
mel Screntthc Advisor. A
. - - rest of the members are drawn from the Cabinet as approprate

The many committee:

generally fall into one of three categories:

There was also a physical centralisation of the Cabinet Office, with
the staff from around 1

foreign and defence, domestic/home affairs, and economic. Some

---- s heing

| ke I .y 4 ministers will attend committees in all three categories (the Leader
relocated to new accommaodation in | Jowning Streel, The Guardian {

of the Commons or the Home Secretary, for example), whereas
saw these bureaucratic developments as a major threat to Cabinet | ol Hor 4 xample), wherea

' ministe n " nmittees tha » More
government. other ministers will only be involved in committees that are more

S — directly linked to their portfolios (the Health Secretary, for

example). As a result of the expansion of commiltee work, the ful

Cabinet has increasingly become a body for reporting and
warning it Shadow Cabinets diferent eciaions 1owi I b 2150 Deo ke G e Aol Gt otly
rarely fully debates matters that have already been dealt with at
The UK shadow cabinet is the front bench of thécizff committee level.

parliamentary opposition party. It seeks to presesetf
as an alternative government for the next gendeat- d
tion. It grew out of the practice that developedhe late
nineteenth century of the ex-cabinet continuingrieet
after election defeat in order to lead the opposi
against the new cabinet. Since the 1950s it hasrbea
key dimension of the formalized process of parliam
tary adversarial politics. A Labour shadow cabi
would be based on members elected by the parliafpen-
tary Labour Party, whilst a Conservative shadow
is appointed by the party leader.

http: //ww.answer s.com/topic/shadow-cabinet




D) Elements on the legislative power (two Houses)

Parliament iicameral consisting of thélouse of Commonand theHouse of Lords

House of Commons

The UK is divided into parliamentaryonstituencieof broadly equal population (decided by the
Boundary Commissign each of which elects ldember of ParliamentMP) to the House of Com-
mons. Of the 646 MPs there is currently only on@hes not belong to@olitical party In mod-
ern times, all Prime Ministers anctaders of the Oppositidmave been drawn from the Commons,
not the LordsAlec Douglas-Homeesigned from his peerages days after becominmgePKlinister

in 1963.

One party usually has a majority in Parliament aoise of the use of thierst Past the Post electoral
system which has been conducive in creating the curientparty systemThe monarch normally
asks a person commissioned to form a governmerglgiwhether it carsurvive in the House of
Commons, something which majority governments apeeted to be able to do. In exceptional cir-
cumstances the monarch asks someone to 'form angoeet'with a parliamentary minority which

in the event of no party having a majority requittes formation of aoalition governmentThis op-
tion is only ever taken at a time of national emey, such as war-time. It was given in 1916 to
Andrew Bonar Laywand when he declined, favid Lloyd George

House of Lords THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS

Since its origins as a gathering of feudal magnates and
churchmen, the House of Lords has occupied a central role in
the United Kingdom’s parliamentary system. Members no

L longer pass on sitting and voting rights to their offspring when
they die, although a small proportion of hereditary members
remains. Recent and ongoing changes are a continuation of
our evolving constitution.Today there are various routes by
which members are appointed to the House and four main
categories of member.

The House of Lordswas previously de-
reditary, aristocratic chamber. Major re-
form has been partially completed and it i
currently a mixture of hereditary member
bishopsof the Church of Englancknown
asLords Spiritualand appointed members
(life peers, with no hereditary right for
their descendants to sit in the House).

Life peers

. . . Appointed for their lifetime, life peers make up the majority
It currently acts to review 'eQI'S'aUQn (about 600) of the total membership (currently around
formed by the House of Commons, with] 730).The power to appoint belongs formally to the Crown, but
the power to propose amendments, arjdmembers are essentially created on the advice of the Prime
exercises auspensive vetdlhis allows it | Minister. Life peers' titles cease on death.

to delay legislation if it does not approvd
for twelve months.

Law Lords (Lords of Appeal in Ordinary)

In effect they were the first life peers.The Appellate Jurisdic-
tion Act 1876 provides for up to 12 Law Lords to be appointed
However, the use of vetoes is limited by to hear appeals from the lower courts.They are salaried and
convention and the operation of therlia- 1 can continue to hear appeals until they are 70 years old.After

they retire they go on sitting in the House. NB The judicial
ment_Acts the Lords may not veto the function of the House of Lords will end in September 2008

when a separate Supreme Court is set up.
De

Archbishops and bishops

"money bills" or major manifesto prom-
ises. Persistent use of the veto can also
overturned by theParliament Actby the

changes in legislation in order to avoi
both the time delay, and the negative pu
licity of being seen to clash with the)
Lords.

Commons. Often governments will accea

The Anglican Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the Bish-
ops of Durham, London and Winchester and the 21 senior
diocesan bishops of the Church of England have seats in the
“"House.This is because the Church of England is the
‘established’ Church of the State.When they retire as bishops
their membership of the House

ceases.

http://www.parliament.uk/documents/upload/HofLBpmembership.pdf
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E) Quicks elements on the British Party system

Introduction

Political parties have a long history in Britain, but modern mass political parties have their origins in the waves of electoral
reform, starting in 1832, that extended the franchise (right to vote). Before the 1830s the two parties — the Whigs and the Tories
- existed not as mass political parties with formal institutions outside Parliament and a mass membership, but merely as groups
of like-minded individuals within Parliament, bound together by ideas, friendship or family ties. With electoral reform,
however, came a need to organise — to mobilise the (however slowly) expanding electorate in support of one’s party. Certainly,
by the time the Labour Party was formed at the start of the twentieth century, political parties were organisations that would be
more familiar to anyone studying their modern counterparts.

Different types of party systems
It is often said that Britain operates as a two-party system. The truth or otherwise of this statement will be discussed below, but
the statement itself does beg the question ‘what other kinds of party systems exist?’

The two-party system

two fairly equally matched parties
compete for power. Smaller parties
might also be involved in elections
but they will have no realistic
prospect of breaking the monopoly
held by the big two.

Where a two-party system operales,

The single-party system
In some countries a single party
is able to monopolise
government, ban other political
parties and exercise total
control over all candidates,
where elections occur at all

The dominant-party
system

This system exists where many
parties may exist but only one
ever gets elected, or at least
forms the senior member in a
coalition government.

The multi-party

system

In a multi-party system many
parties compete for power
and the government will
often pass between coalitions
formed by different
combinations of parties.

Britain is often cited as a
two-party system (see debate
below). The US would be another
good example.

This type of system operated
in the USSR and in many
Eastern European states after
the Second World War and
in Nazi Germany.

In Japan the Liberal
Democratic Party remained
in power for 38 years
following its formation in
1955

Prior to electoral reform
in 1993, ltaly was often
seen as a classic multi-
party system. Israel is
another good example.

Is Britain a two-party system?

(&

The Labour and Conservative Parties are the only
parties that have a realistic chance of forming a
government in the near future or being the senior
partner in a coalition.

Even in the 2001 general election the Labour and
Conservative Parties secured 75% of the popular
vote and around 90% of the seats in Parliament.

Despite making progress, the third party (the
Liberal Democrats) is still a long way behind the
second party (the Conservatives), even when the
latter is probably at one of its lowest ebbs.

YES

There is a good deal of stability in the 2001 result
when compared to that of 1997. The swing from
Labour to Conservative was only 1.8% and
numbers of seats for each party hardly changed.
Less than 30 seats changed hands.

The Labour Party won 246 seats more than the
Conservative Party in 2001, whereas the
Conservative Party only won 114 seats more than
the LibDems. Do we really have two parties
capable of winning power?

Of voters, 25% backed a party other than the big
two, and the 90% share of seats gained by Labour
and the Conservatives remains artificially
exaggerated by the electoral system.

The rise of the Liberal Democrats as a third party
ignores the fact that they are often second to
Labour in the North and West and the
Conservatives in the South and East.

Although there appears to,be-a good deal of
stability in the system, the raw figures mask a lot
of localised swing (differential swing) as well as a
massive fall in turnout. A party that could
mobilise the 41% of the population who chose
not to vote could clearly break the two-party
system.




2) UK three main political ideas and parties thrgh modern history

A) Conservatism (basics and UK party evolution)

Main idea :

Conservatism is a relativistic term used to degapiblitical philosophieghat favour traditional
values, where "tradition” refers to religious, oudtl, or nationally defined beliefs and customs.
The term is derived from the Latiognservare, to conserve; "to keep, guard, observe". Since dif-
ferent cultures have different established valaesservatives in different cultures have different
goals. Some conservatives seek to preservstities qupwhile others seek

to return to the values of an earlier time, $hegus quo ante ; — ST

| Human nature

This is a phrase used when
referring to the natural human
state; that is to say, what people
are like in their pure state when

Although political thought, from its beginnings,ntains many strains thg| one removes the influence of
can be retrospectively labeled conservative, it m@suntil theAge of Rea-]| the societies in which they five.

Some people have a positive

son and in particular the reaction to events surrcnmtheFrench Revoluq| view of human nature and

Origin :

i i H : believe that societ orrupt
tion of 1789, that conservatism began to rise as andishovement. ooy e el e
Edmund Burkewho argued so forcefully against theench Revolutioin || pessimistc view would see

people as flawed and society as

Reflections on the Revolution in France), also sympathized with some of t | 2 necessary regulating force:
aims of theAmerican RevolutionThis classical conservative tradition oft -
insists that conservatism has no ideology, in #ress of autopianprogram, with some form of
master plan. Burke developed his ideas in readtidhe 'enlightened’ idea of a society guided by
abstract reason. Burke was troubled by Eméghtenmentand argued instead for the value of
tradition.

Some men, argued Burke, have less reason tharspéme thus some men will make worse gov-
ernments than others if they rely upon reason. k& the proper formulation of government
came not from abstractions such &eadsot!' but from time-honoured development of the state
and of other important societal institutions sustire family and the Church.

Burke argued that tradition is a much sounder fatind than 'metaphysical abstractions.' Tradi-
tion draws on the wisdom of many generations aedtéists of time, while "reason” may be a
mask for the preferences of one man, and at bpstgents only the untested wisdom of one gen-
eration. Any existing value or institution h
undergone the correcting influence of p

Approach )

As a result of this, conservatives often take a different approach to solving problems than

experience and ought to be respected. e g oo "“_"1‘““1"‘;’”““‘_“"“"“-‘"" i
. . 51 | (A { £ . A

However, conservatives do not reje]| & ) '\ ' pes bR
change. But they insist that further chan % R ! Considers existing structures/provision
be organic, rather than revolutionary. 2 ( ‘p\] | (mdwnmddimm\;lsmd Rk
attempt to modify the complex web of h{| & { [ ’ v
man interactions that form human socie] | § || (/] B pepued Sracco iy SO T R
for the sake of some doctrine or theory, rj | § l e L i
the risk of running afoul of the iron law ¢ -—--~——-~~—7—""—"—"—""—"""""
unintended consequenceBurke advocateq | = ] e |
vigilance against the possibility afhoral §| § P e Looks at the problem
hazards &l (| H 255 el s

o \,‘F 3 r(mstdws prf)l)!f‘ﬂ] within lh(:ld(‘("ﬂ(lgit_ﬂ]

) . ) S W) ’7 framework. Tries to make it fit.

For conservatives, human society is so , ] ot s sl Rt
thing rooted and organic; to try to prune af | P | feeB i £
shape it according to the plans of an idq | © = _] Erit s e A i e S s s e
logue is to invite unforeseen disaster. —— —————————————

Conservatives strongly support the right of propert 10



Specific evolution of conservatism in the UK

The old established form of English and, after Atw¢ of Union, British conservatism, was theory
Party. It reflected the attitudes of a rural langnong class, and championed the institutions of the
monarchy, thé\nglican Churchthe family, and property as the best defencé@fsbcial order. In the
early stages of thedustrial revolutionit seemed to be totally opposed to a processsdened to un-
dermine some of these bulwarks. The new industiied were seen by many as enemies to the social
order.

Sir Robert Peelas able to reconcile the new industrial claghéoTory landed class by persuading the
latter to accept the repeal of thern Lawsin 1846. He created a new political group thatgkduo
preserve the old status quo while accepting theeba$ laissez-faire and free trade. The new doalit
of traditional landowners and sympathetic induB$ts constituted the ne@onservative Party

Benjamin Disraelgave the new party a political ideology. As a ygunan, he was influenced by the
romantic movemenand the then fashionabheedievalism and developed a devastating critique of in-
dustrialism. In his novels he outlined an Englandded into two nations, each living in perfect agn
rance of each other. He foresaw, likerl Marx, the phenomenon of an alienated industrial probdta
His solution involved a return to an idealised viefaa corporate or organic society, in which eves/o
had duties and responsibilities towards other peoplgroups. This "one nation” conservatism i$ atil
very important tradition in British politics. It Banimated a great deal of social reform undertdken
successive Conservative governments.

and the workin

Although nominally] e ccratism today [

a Conservat“/e' D|S | Modern conservatism can be divided into two clear strands B - , j }
i ral/llbertanan conservatlsm Collectwnst/paternallst conservatism 1

raell argued for af ‘ :.(I,b‘e\un jle, the ‘New Right’ in the UK and US in the Describing much of the post-war Conservative history in | ’

a”'ance between th | | 1980s/1990s. In Britain, the advent of Thatcherism and Britain. ‘One-nation Tories”. Often marginalised under ‘

Ianded al’iStOCI'aC | ‘ ‘neo-liberal” economic policy. Thatcher as ‘the wets’. , |
L [ AR \,_ S G ReRlata e

| i B |

1

class against the i

i ' Iiu-—vr:n.nkvl economics . .. deregulation . .. privatisation ... Mixed economy (Keynesianism)
CreaSIng power 0 | restrictions on the power of the unions | ) U
the mlddle C|aSS ll” (d st m 7”1“ \“m::. ‘rolling back the frontiers of More significant state intervention
helping to found th ’ the state’ ST RSO DL ARG S, e ) L5 . < |

Quick and radical change Slow gradual change ... evolution not revolution

Youn England | Quickand kol I — AT

d . d | Maintaining national sovereignty [ 1ncre asing integration in Europe P L
group In 1842 t W P T - o T ( nl]z‘ tivistic I)lll alistic i

| ()nm individualistic

[ llrnmd welfare provision ... low ‘safety net’ only \up;)nr for univers. || we velfare st lt( p:h rnalism (see :h\m )

promote the vie

that the richshould, = — ~~— — ————— — — — —
use their power to

protect the poor from exploitation by the middlasd. The conversion of the Conservative Partyanto
modern mass organisation was accelerated by theeporof "tory Democracy" attributed to Lord
Randolph Churchill

A Liberal-Conservative coalition during/orld War | coupled with the ascent of thebour Partyhas-
tened the collapse of the Liberals in the 1920s.

After World War I, the Conservative Party made concessions to ttialisd policies of the Left. This
compromise was a pragmatic measure to regain pdaeslso the result of the early successeseof
tral planningand state-ownership forming a cross-party congenBois was known as 'Butskellism’,
after the almost identicédeynesianpolicies of Rab Butleron behalf of the Conservatives, addgh
Gaitskellfor Labour.

However, in the 1980s, under the leadershiplefgaret Thatchgrand the influence of SKeith Jo-
seph the party returned tolassical liberaeconomic ideas, angrivatisationof many state enterprises
was ordained..
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B) Liberalism (basics)

Main idea

Liberalism refers to a broad array of relategtirines ideologies philosophical viewsand political
traditions which advocatedividualliberty. Liberalism has its roots in the Westétge of Enlighten-
ment but the term has taken on different meaningsffarént time periods.

Broadly speaking, liberalism emphasizesividual rights It seeks a society characterizedfiteedom
of thoughtfor individuals, limitations on power (especiatty government and religion), thele of
law, the free exchange of ideasmarket economyhat supports fregprivate enterpriseand atrans-
parentsystem of governmeiim which the rights of all citizens are protectedmodern society, liber-
als favor aiberal democracwith open and fair elections, where all citizeasd equal rights by law
and an equal opportunity to succeed.

Liberalism rejected manfjoundationalassumptions that dominated most earlier theoriegovern-
ment, such as theivine Right of Kings hereditary status, and establishellion. Fundamental hu-
man rights that all liberals support include thghtito life, liberty, and property.

Some principles liberals generally agree upon:

Political liberalism is the belief that individuals are the basis @f End society, and that
society and its institutions exist to further thde of individuals, without show-
ing favor to those of higher social rarkagna Carta is an example of a political
document that asserted the rights of individualsneabove the prerogatives of
monarchs. Political liberalism stresses #ueial contragtunder which citizens
make the laws and agree to abide by those lawsbtsed on the belief that indi-
viduals know best what is best for them. Politidadralism enfranchises all adult
citizens regardless of sex, race, or economic st&olitical liberalism empha-
sizes theule of lawand support8beral democracy

Main facets of liberalism

Rationality Government by consent Limited government
John Locke believed in rational Jean Jacques Rousseau in The ... where there might be a
thought over dogmatism. He Social Contract (1762) put forward separation of powers — along the
believed that differences of the idea that men gave up natural lines advocated by writers such as
opinion were inevitable and that freedom in return for social Montesquieu — between executive,
free and rational individuals -—I\ freedom. They could not, —f\ legislative and judicial branches.
should - as far as possible — be [ » therefore, do all that they could [ There might then be a system of
allowed to resolve problems —/ in their natural state, but they ——l/ checks and balances between
without the need for oppressive would gain from the greater branches, which would protect the
state intervention. There would in protection afforded in a society in people from any one branch
effectbe ... which all men gave up their becoming dominant and infringing

freedom to certain things. This those ...

would lead to a ...

Toleration Inalienable rights

... would become the norm and - .. considered vital for individual

different traditions could be valued }/

fulfilment: equality before the law,
and respected. There could be an ] freedom of expression etc. (Ch
equality of opportunity, regardless \‘_ 14). In so doing, liberals would

of background. create a society in which . ..

Pl = _ —
‘l“.

A liberal view of human nature

Liberals have a generally positive view of human nature. Some early liberals saw men as self-seeking and egotistical, but later
writers believed that humans are rational and compassionate, if corruptible. Liberals place the emphasis on guidance
(encouragement for individuals to develop in the right direction); they believe that individuals, given choices, can be helped to
make the decisions that benefit them and society at large.
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However, some trends within liberalism reveal starldifferences of opinion:

Economic liberalism, also callectlassical liberalism or Manchester liberalism, is an ideology which supports the
individual rights of property and freedom of coitravithout which, it argues, the exercise of otliteerties
is impossible. It advocatésissez-faire capitalism meaning the removal of legal barriers to tradd Gessa-
tion of government-bestowed privilege such as slyband monopoly. Economic liberals want little ar n
government regulation of thearket Some economic liberals would accept governmesiticions ofmo-
nopoliesandcartels others argue thahonopoliesandcartelsare caused by state action. Economic liberal-
ism holds that the value of goods and servicesldhmiset by the unfettered choices of individutidat is,
of market forces. Some would also allow marketdsrto act even in areas conventionally monopolized
governments, such as the provision of security @ndts. Economic liberalism accepts the econonge in
quality that arises from unequal bargaining posgi@as being the natural result of competition,cstw las
no coercion is used.

Social liberalism, also known as new liberalism (not to be confuaéth 'neoliberalism’) and reform liberalism,
arose in the late 19th century in many developedhtties, influenced by the utilitarianism &fremy Ben-
thamandJohn Stuart Mill Some liberals accepted, in part or in whdlerxist and socialistexploitation
theory and critiques of "the profit motive", andnctuded that government should use its power teedym
these perceived problems. According to the terfetisi®form of liberalism, as explained by writensch as
John DeweyandMortimer Adler, since individuals are the basis of society, rdlividuals should have ac-
cess to basic necessities of fulfillment, suchdagation, economic opportunity, and protection frioanm-
ful macro-events beyond their control. To sociaéfials, these benefits are considered rights. Tihesgve
rights which must be produced and supplied by other lge@pe qualitatively different from the classic
negative rightswhich require only that others refrain from aggien. To the social liberal, ensuring posi-
tive rights is a goal that is continuous with tlemgral project of protecting liberties.

Neoliberalism : Neoliberalism is a label for sonezonomic liberal doctrinesSThe swing away from government
action in the 1970s led to the introduction of tigism, which refers to a program of reducing traderiers
and internal market restrictions, while using gowveent power to enforce opening of foreign markideso-
liberalism accepts a certain degree of governnrer@tivement in the domestic economy, particularbea-
tral bank with the power to print fiat money.

While neoliberalism is sometimes described as apgihg withThatcherismeconomists as diverse &s-
seph StiglitzandMilton Friedmanhave been described — by others — as "neoliberal”

It should be noted that, in the 1990s, many salgatocratic parties adopted "neoliberal" economicigs
such as privatization of industry and open markats;h to the dismay of many of their own voters.
Sometimes "Neoliberalism" is used as a catch-afh tior the anti-socialist reaction which swept thgh
some countries during the period between the 76098s. "Neoliberalism" claimed to move from a burea
cratic welfare-based society toward a meritocraxting in the interests of business. In actualitgse gov-
ernments cut funding for education and taxed incomee heavily than wealth, which increased theuinfl
ence of big business and the upper class.

Sum-up
Different forms of liberalism
| Classical liberalism ) New/progressive liberalism
| Particularly common in the The social impact of industrialisation
| nineteenth century, classical — particularly its more exploitative P
| liberalism saw minimal state face — made many liberals realise
| intervention as being the ideal. that greater regulation might be
| There was an emphasis on freedom, needed. The market could not be
toleration and equality. Individuals allowed to go unchecked. Self-help
were rational and had choices to would not be enough. There was a
make. Classical liberalism need for state provision of schools
emphasised the desirability of self and hospitals. Pensions and
| help and self-improvement. unemployment benefit could be [ Neo-liberalism

= provided. Such ideas were put
forward by writers such as T H
Green and, later, L T Hobhouse.
John Maynard Keynes and William
Beveridge provided the basis for the
mixed economy and welfare statism
of the years following the Second
World War.

Often associated with the ‘New
Right’, neo-liberalism involved
‘rolling back the frontiers of the

| state’; ending or at least minimising
state provision/intervention. It was a
return to classical liberal ideas of |
self-help and equality of opportunity
rather than outcome. Neo-liberals
once again emphasised the
centrality of the market in providing
for the needs of individuals.
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C) Socialism (basics and UK party evolution)

Main idea

It refers to a broad array of doctrines or politiceovements that envisagesacio-economisystem

in which property and the distribution of wealtle @ubject to control by the community. This con-
trol may be either direct—exercised through poputalectives such agorkers' councilanddi-
rect democracy-or indirect—exercised on behalf of the people gy $tate with a system ofpre-
sentative democradpr theworking class

As aneconomic systegsocialism is often characterized byateor community ownership of the
means of productioarHowever, this characterization is controverssathere are forms of socialism,
such adibertarian socialisnthat do not advocate state ownership (or advooate limited state
ownership) in favour of direct ownership by workarsl consumers.

The modern socialist movement had its origin largelthe working classmovement of the late-
19th centuryIn this period, the term "socialism" was firsedsn connection with European social
critics who condemnedapitalismandprivate property For Karl Marx, who helped establish and
define the modern socialist movement, socialismligdpthe abolition ofnoney markets capital
andlaboras acommodity

A diverse array of doctrines and movements hava beferred to as "socialist." Since the 19th cen-
tury, socialists have not agreed on a common dactiir program. The various adherents of social-
ist movements are split into differing and somesnoepposing branches, particularly between
formist socialists andommunists

Since the 19th century, socialists have differetheir vision of socialism as a system of economic
organization. Some socialists have championed ongptetenationalizationof the means of pro-
duction, whilesocial democrathave proposed selective nationalization of keystides within the
framework ofmixed economies

| The irﬁpécf of capitalism from a socialist perspecti\)e

Human cost Human spirit 'f Democracy Inequality

Capitalism is exploitative. | Capitalism encourages | Democracy is illusionary. Capitalism entrenches

Workers are not | greed, jealousy and an | It appears to offer real inequality. Its main

rewarded for the full unhealthy form of | hope of change but motivation is the

value of their labour and | competition. It acts merely acts to preserve accumulation of wealth

are often exposed to against co-operation and the capitalist order and - given limited

unacceptable levels of altruism. through minor wealth — this ensures that
| harm. concessions and there will always be

' incentives. losers as well as winners.

Resources
Capitalism is wasteful of resources. Products are designed to fail or be superseded at a certain points (fail-rates and inbuilt
redundancy). The desire for ever-cheaper raw materials and ever-cheaper energy sources encourages the destruction of
natural environments. Capitalism acts against long-term environmental planning in favour of short-term profits.

A socialist agenda

Soc |.|.|:s.1\, Illu'r‘mnrv, have the desire to remould society rather than allowing it to evolve through interaction. Socialists favour:
the redistribution of resources resulting in greater equality of outcome, an emphasis on co-operation and common goals rather
than competition and individualism, state provision of education and welfare, and collective control of the means of
production.
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Division between moderate socialism and communism

In 1864, Marx founded thieternational Workingmen's Associaticor First Internationglwhich held its first congress at
Genevain 1866. The First International was the first arapternational forum for the promulgation of salst doctrine.
However, socialists often disagreed on the profrateg)y for achievement of their goals. Diversitgaonflict between
socialist thinkers was proliferating.

Despite the rhetoric about socialism as an int@nat force, socialists increasingly focused onpbétics of thenation-
statein the late 19th century. As universal maléfragewas introduced throughout the Western world infitet dec-
ades of the twentieth century, socialism becames&singly associated with newly form&dde unionsand political
parties aimed at mobilizing working class voters.

The most notable of these groups wasSbeial Democratic Workers' Party of Germgigday known as th&erman
Social Demaocratic Parfy which was founded in 1869. These groups supg@adieerse views of socialism, from the
gradualism of many trade unionists to the radi@iplutionary agendas of Marx and Engels. Neveedglalthough the
orthodox Marxists of the party, which were led Bgrl Kautsky managed to retain the Marxist theory of revolutas
the party's official doctrine, in practice the SB&ame more and more reformist.

As socialists gained more power and began to espegi governmental authority first-hand, the foctisacialism
shifted from theory to practice. Within governmesagialists became more pragmatic, as the sucdebgio program
increasingly depended on the consent of the middéewealthy classes who largely retained contrdhefbureaucratic
machinery of the state. Moreover, with the begigsiof the modernvelfare statethe condition of the working class
began to gradually improve in the Western worldistidelaying further the socialist revolution preéedt by Marx for
Western Europe.

As social democrats came to power and moved int@moent, divisions between the moderate and rhdicays of
socialism grew increasingly pronounced.

e — =
On one hand}| pifferent strands of socialism 3
many socialist] _ — )
thinkers began td Revolutionary s.,ocialism Reformist socialism
doubt the indis- (e.g. Marxism) (e.g. social democracy)
pensability of B . Radical reformers Adjusters -
rEVOIUt!On- Moder- [_Bnm of a mistrust of the democratic Born of a mistrust of Based on an acceptance
ates like Eduard mm_lvli Has a fundamental dislike of capitalism, but not of of capitalism, but wanting
Bernstein argued LN | (‘1'::“'!““. bccsldmlnc)’cir?ti(' 1 N democratic institutions. | L» adlusernl(,-ms to bring
v e institutions as a tool of the sreater benefi
; | greater benefits to a
g:i}ld sggallsl;n k i bourgeoisie. Y l——1i/ greater number of people.
achieved throug
the. . democrati Take control of the slat(.rrt.hrough Use existing democratic | Use existing democratic
pO|ItIC&| process ( ‘ rolvulumn‘. L[)r(i!(’!dl’ldl]]. Take control structures to reform from structures to bring greater
model increasingl [ of le mv;-nvw :n pimdm,tion and with%n,'thus moving benefit to a greater
5 | create a dictatorship of the towards an end goal number. Extend rights,
known as social g _IN | proletariat. The state then becomes N held in common with LI N | raise the level of the
democrac)/. @ ¢ the ‘vehicle for change’, organising [: revolutionary socialists. welfare safety net, and
- [ | people collectively. K TY | extend wealth
redistribution through
On the other hand taxation. .
strong oppositio
|
to moderate so : = — =
cialism C.ame fI’OI State withers away, creating a more | See left. 3 ‘ A mur::[.!_‘;-la-;aii)lv form of
communists inf | communal co-operative style of N LI\l capitalism.
H | existence.
countries such a 5 2
the Russian Em-

pire where a par
liamentary democ

racy did not exist,
and did not seem possible. Russian revolutioldagimir Leninargued that revolution was the only path to sastial

After the Second International, in the first decadéthe twentieth century, moderate socialism becacreasingly in-
fluential among many European intellectuals. In4.88itish middle class intellectuals organized Habian SocietyThe
Fabians in turn helped lay the groundwork for thgaaization of the_abour Partyin 1906. The FrencBection Fran-
caise de l'Internationale Ouvrie(8FIO), founded in 1905 undéean Jauresand later.éon Blum adhered to Marxist
ideas but became, in practice, a reformist party.
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A) Influence of the war : Beveridge Report and teeonomic consensus

Introduction

A lot of what was done in 1945 was based on thesw hberalism » of men such as William

Beveridge and John Mayar Keynes. By 1945 it waa

rdleat classical liberalism and its emphgsis

on the individual though laissez faire policiese(free market) had failed because it had not adf¢re
sufficcient protection to the individual. There whsgrefore a need for greater government interyen-

tion than might have been considered necessarnpénal

s in the nineteenth century.

William Beveridge and his report

Beveridge, a liberal civil servant, was commissieshn Kevnes
by Churchill to produce a report on welfare prowisi eConon
and make suggestion for change. The Beveridgetrep
that followed in 1942

recessic

His Report on Social Insurance and Allied Services was
published in December 1942 and it created muchipy _
. . necess:
interest at the time.

The Beveridge Report was designed to cour
ter the five giants of illness, ignorance, diqL_

John Maynard Keynes I

that might kick-start the economy. He did not believe,
however, that the aim should be state-engineered
equality. The inequalities of capitalism were a

economy would retain the benefits of the free market,
while removing its worst tendencies.

believed that limited state intervention in the
1y was necessary in order to avoid a spiral of
n. Kevnes favoured intervention: a cash boost

iry incentive to hard work. This mixed

sease, squalor, and want

It was this report that had such a large influeanelLabour's re
forms after 1945. In essence, Beveridge advocdteddll people
in work would pay a single weekly flat rate conttiion into the
state insurance fund.

This would cover all possible contingencies thagmibefall peo-
ple throughout their lives. In return for these titmutions, a newj
Ministry of Social Security would provide peopletivisubsistence
in the form of sickness, medical, maternity, oldeagnemploy-
ment, widows, orphans, industrial injury and fuhdvanefits. A
new national health service to be established

<

4

The Consensuswas made possible by the establishment (Lf 2| This ‘post-war consensus’ clearly had its

central government throughout the period in which Marxist
left-wing of the Labour Party and the reactionaght wing of
the Conservative Party had been marginalised.

The post-war consensus ]
Following the Second World War there was a
| broad agreement on the basis of future policy.
| In the social sphere, for example, there was an
| acceptance that:
e full employment should be the goal;
 unions should be consulted over
economic/ industrial policy;
| o there should be public ownership of key
industries;
* there should be public provision of
welfare — covering health care,
education, unemployment etc.

| origins — in part — in the national coalition
‘_g:)\-'(-mmvm in office during the war years. |

The economic policy was based on Keynesianism bhadaim
was to move from a manufacturing model into a sendne.

~.

Therefore, the main line of this policy was to adjtheir politi-
cal approaches in keeping with the changing econasrtiation.

This led to Bustkellism and the mixed economy :

- The word Bustkellism comes from the associatibthe
names of R.A Butler from the Conservative party &ugh Ga-
tiskell who was a key figure of the Labour rightudkellism
refers to the common ground between the majorgsaan such
matters as finance, the economy and the welfate. sta

Ii‘The need for a welf;':
state’

/ Broad

The need for ‘co- |
operation between
parties’

‘The imbbﬂénce of |
‘Britain’s world role’ ]

- The Mixed Economy refers to the government olaic
combine two opposite view points on economy :

. the combination of public ownership and pfi
vate enterprise
. the combination of free market with a cons|d

erable state intervention

\agreement

“The benefits of a mixed

economy’

This Consensus Age was broken by the arrival ofgdaat
Thatcher in 1979

17



B) The Labour years : 1945 - 1951

| / The election of 1945

1) The election results

The Labour Party won the election with a great adeaover the
Conservatives whereas in 1935, the LP only got &&dts fol
37.9% of the votes.

Votes Seats % Vote
Conservative 9,988,306 213 39.8
Liberal 2,248,226 12 9.0
Labour 11,995,152 393 47.8
Communist 102,780 2 0.4
Others 751,514 20 3.0

2 ) Reasons for Labour’s landslide victory in 1945

. A broad feeling that the interwar political estahlinent had not understood the needs of ordinarglpeo
and had outlived its time

. The mismanagement of the economy by Conservatilitcpams

. The inglorious appeasement policy of the Natiomalegnment which had failed to prevent war occurring

. The memories of the failure of the interwar goveents to provide ‘a land for heroes’.

. The attractive image of the Labour Party as repitésg the progressive spirit of the times

. Churchill’s inability to carry his wartime populéyiinto peacetime

. The Conservative Party’s ill-judged and unconvigo@tection campaign

. Leading Labour figures had gained invaluable exymex@ as ministers in the wartime Coalition and had

gained the respect of the electorate.

[/ The leading members

Clement Attlee was the leader of the LP from 1935 to 1955 and the office of Prime minister from 1945 to
1951. Compared to his predecessor, Winston Chirbkilmight appear weak but it's under his officattthe Nationalisa-
tion, the Welfare State, NATO and the Indian Indej@mice were established.(see files in the thirdqgfahe handbook)

Ernest Bevin is one of the most influential British statesmdntte age and was quite active between the wars
since he fought against the Communist infiltratidrthe unions and the party. From 1945 to 195lyae Attlee’s Foreign
Secretary and established the basic lines of Britiseign policy which lasted throughout the Coléperiod.

Herbert Morrison was the Home Secretary during the war and wag&#llsecond after 1945 since he served as
Deputy Prime Minister between 1945 and 1951, For&gcretary in 1951 and became the deputy leaddegiarty be-
tween 1951 and 1955.

Hugh Dalton had been Minister of Economic Warfare and Presidérthe Board of Trade under Churchill. He
made a major contribution to the planning of Lat®uationalisation programme. Dalton had to resignChancellor of
the Exchequer, an office that he was occupyingesirtzl5, in 1947 after incautiously leaking sombisfBudget plans.

Aneurin Bevan was the dominant figure on the left of the LabParty in Attlee’s time. He has a Welsh back-
ground and represented the Ebbw Vale constituermey 1929 to 1960. As Minister of Health ( from 19451951 ), his
main achievement was the creation of the Natiorllth Service ( NHS ). He was the Minister of Labiou1951.

Stafford Cripps took the post of Minister of Aircraft Productiortiveen 1942 and 1945 and was sent to India
from 1942 to 1946 to prepare the Independence. Fré#% to 1947 he was the President of the Boarfrade and in
1947, he took the post of Chancellor of the Excleequhich he kept until 1950 and played an importate during the
period of austerity.
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[Il / Key events and main achievements

1) The Welfare State

The concept of the welfare state refers to the'st@rovision of public measures and support toexe basic living
standards and help those in need across societgllydthe welfare state aims to relieve povergduce inequality, and
achieve greater social integration and solidatigbour's reforms were based on the Beveridge Rejoaittcould not claim
that it had created the ideas itself and it begakling the five giants identified by Beveridge.

WANT

Poverty was seen as the key social problem whifget&d all others. In 1946 tidational Insurance Actwas passed which
extended the Liberal Act of 1911 to include all BsluT his provided comprehensive insurance agaiust eventualities.

It provided sickness and unemployment benefitreatent pension and widow and maternity benefivds said that social
provision was made for citizens from the ‘cradl¢hi grave’, catering for their needs from theiretiof birth to their death.

In the same year tHadustrial Injuries Act was passed. The act made insurance against iiadluginry compulsory for all
employees. Under the terms of the act, industnjary benefits were to be paid at a higher rata fioa ordinary sickness.

In 1948 theNational Assistance Actwas passed which provided benefits for those nwemed by the National Insurance
Act. National Assistance Boards were set up to higlpens whose resources were insufficient to riiesit needs. However,
benefits were set too low which resulted in manizens remaining below the subsistence level.

DISEASE

In 1946 theNational Health Service Actwas passed and for the first time every Britisizeit could receive medical, dental
and optical services free of charge. Treatment Bg &nd in hospitals was free also. These benedits fwee at point of use,
no patient being asked to pay for any treatment.

However, the development of the NHS was hamperetthdoyumber of old and out of date hospitals. Cast® high and by

1950 the idea of free treatment for all was undeettiiwhen charges were introduced for spectaclesamal treatment.

SQUALOR

Most of Britain still had slum areas and overcrawglivas a serious problem made worse by bomb dachagey the war.
To deal with the problem of squalor the governnaamtcentrated on the building of decent homes femtbrking class after
the war. The government aimed at building 200,000sks a year and many of these were prefabricatesel which were
assembled quickly onsite. TiNew Towns Actpassed in 1946 laid the plans for 14 new townsritai, including Glen-
rothes and East Kilbride in Scotland. However, thbour Government's record in this area does notpene favourably
with pre-war levels of house building or with theh@evements of the Conservatives in the 1950s.

IGNORANCE

In 1944 the war time Coalition government passedettiucation act. The act was actually proposed by the Conservatives,
but after the 1945 general election, it was theduatyovernment that implemented its measures.

The act made secondary education compulsory umtilage of 15 years and provided meals, milk andicgakdervices at
every school. An examination at age 11 years (@dhle '11+") placed children in certain types dfas, according to their
ability. Those who passed this exam went to sesgopndary schools and were expected to 'stay ten'l years and possi-
bly go to university and get jobs in management.

IDLENESS

After the war, there seemed to be work for everyasi®ritain rebuilt itself. The Labour Governmeunteeeded in its com-
mitment to maintain high levels of employment aftex war. By 1946, unemployment was reduced t@2&nd this was in
spite of huge post-war problems such as shortaigeswomaterials and massive war debts. One wayhiclwthe government
kept almost full employment was through nationaiisa

2 ) The Nationalisation Programme

Labour believed that nationalisation would brirrgager productivity and efficiency. Therefore, dnstituted a major
part of its programme. This involved bringing thajar private industries under public control aitempensating their for-
mer owners.

The coal, gas and electricity industries were rtakéo state control in 1947 as well as the transipérastructure. The
iron and steel industry was nationalised in 195@as the Bank of England in 1946. By the way, saivemaller industries
and services like cables and telecommunicationgand of the hotel and catering trade were alstdate hands by 1951. By
then roughly 20 % of the national economy was atletl by the state employing a workforce of oveniflion people.

However, only decaying and unprofitable sectorseviaken into state control in order to 'make pdesiie organisa-

tion of a more efficient industry' in the interesfshe nation as a whole. This and the fact tesbaomical sums in compen-
sation payments were given to the former ownensshekplain why there was so little opposition ttiarzalisation
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Table 2 Nationalisation measures 1945-1951
Industry 2nd reading of bill Vesting day Numbers employed
8ank of England 29 October 1945 | March 1946 6,700
Coal ' 29 January 1946 | January 1947 765,000
Civil aviation 6 May 1946 1 August 1946 23,300
Cable and Wireless )
(telecommunications) 21 May 1945 1 January 1947 9,500
Transport (railways, canals,
road haulage) 16 December 1946 | January 1948 888_.000
Electricity 3 February 1947 1 April 1948 17@.000
Gas 10 February 1948 1 April 1949 143,500
Iron and steel 15 November 1948 15 February 1951 292,000
Source: Kevin Jeffrey, The Attlee Government, 1992.

3) The Economic crisis in 1947

1947 saw a very harsh winter, a fuel shortage afidancial crisis - the gravest since 1931. Labemwmbarked
upon a series of 'austerity’ measures which effelgtitransformed it from a party of reforming z@atlb one of retrench-
ment and economic orthodoxy. An attempt was madedace the balance of payments deficit by cuttiogin on im-
ports. This affected imported foodstuffs especialhg led to shortages and rationing. The 'blackketgrovided extra
rations for those who could afford it. Domestic rsfi@g on social services was cut drastically and948 the govern-
ment introduced a wage freeze. Finally, in an éfforease the situation the pound sterling was Idedafrom $4.03 to
$2.80 in 1949.

IV / Foreign policy and International policy

. Independence of India 1947 ( Decolonisation )
. Greek crisis — Truman doctrine — Marshall Plan 1947 Cold War )
. NATO 1949 (Cold War)

V / Balance sheet

1) Summary of Attlee’s government’s main achieeais

. the Nationalisation programme
. the Welfare State
. convincing the USA of the need for the MarshallrPla

. Independence of India

. Housing programme that created one million home$d50
. NATO

2 ) Critiques

a ) Left-wing critiques

The Labour government made no attempt either twplighe capitalist system in Britain or to desttbg social
structure.

The nationalisation programme was not a reallyttemgpt to take central control of the economy.
By borrowing heavily from the USA, Attlee’s goverent lost its freedom of action in foreign policy.

b ) Right-wing critiques

The LP has thrown away a historic opportunity toma Britain by doing too much

LP didn't give priority to the essential reconstian of Britain’s industrial base (financial recoyeand invest-
ment in nation’s infrastructure) but to social vaet.

Expensive side of the welfare state lead to Brisdiow economic growth

3 ) Positive points

Labour had created the welfare state
It had carried into peace time the notion of Stiteeted planning
It had established Keynesianism as the basic Bréfgproach to economic planning
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C) Thirteen years Conservative government : 19591964

| / The elections
1) The election results

1950 1951
Votes Seats %Vote Votes Seats %Vote
Conservative 12 502 567 298 435 13 717 53B 321 48.0
Labour 13 266 592 315 46.1 13 948 60p 295 48.8
Liberal 2 621548 9 9.1 730 556 6 2.5
Others 381 964 3 1.3 198 969 3 0.7
1955 1959
Votes Seats % Vote Votes Seats % Votg
Conservative 13 286 569 344 49.7 13 749 8B0 365 4 49.
Labour 12 404 970 277 46.4 12 215 538 258 43.8
Liberal 722 405 6 2.7 1638571 6 5.9
Others 346 554 3 1.2 255 302 1 0.9

2 ) Reasons for Conservative victory

Even if Labour won more votes, because of the wagupport was distributed across the constitusricgained
fewer seats than the Conservatives. What mighiéxphis Conservative revival :

. Conservative Party transformation

Defeat of 1945 was seen as a crushing blow : dwaagbrity of 146 seats in the House of CommonslierLabour and won
8 % more votes than the Conservatives. Need tgaaare the party structure and policies to havghihg chance for the
next elections. It was made over 1948 : party bgained confidence and seen as a serious Parfypaafsdion ; during the
elections of 1951 regain the majority only 6 yesdtsr their defeat

Structural reorganisation and recovery :
Basic functioning of the party had been disruptedhle war (basic tools of a political party) hacomreconstructed
(handbooks, lists of members)

Role of Lord Woolton after 1946 organizing fundmgand membership drives :
Beginning of the 50’s : membership 3 M
Restoration of the finances with sponsorship fradustry and wealthy patrons >>> extension of the

staff and public relations machinery

Attempt to project a more youthful and democratiage :
Creation of the Youth Conservative Movement (funitig as a social club)
Democratisation though the 1949 party selectiocgdares

Policy development and propaganda :
- The Labour domestic programme stressed the radigation of key industries and the implementatiba welfare
state which was universal (everybody and not dmygoor) >> very popular
- Choice first done by Churchill not to make anggfic policy commitments.
- Change with the action of Richard Austen Butléowvas responsible for the development of a paitgr the defeat :
- Idea of a property owning democracy but most irteyg was thd 947 Industrial Charter :
- Not a revolutionary document : emphasis on #edrfor cooperation within industry and acknowl-
edgment of the valuable role of the trade unions.
- Called for the reduction of taxations and pubfiending but also conceded that the economic policy
should be used to encourage high level of employmen
- Attacks on monopolies and restrictive practices
- - Important : it made clear that Conservatismrtbtl stand fot.aissez faire,but rather for a reduc-
tion in the role of the state and a greater pamfdividual enterprise

- Other charters have followed on policy toward veonand agriculture
- First general statement in 195Ghé right road for Britain ” which stressed that the C would protect the welfstate
and not undo the reforms of the Atlee government 21



. Labour’s problems :
- financial and economic difficulties
- Continuing eco. problems faced by the Labowegoment after 1945 (almost bankruptcy after the) wa
- Spending still high after the war (preservihg Empire, occupying Germany, welfare state, reing)
- Post war age of austerity (restriction of indixal consumption money) >> unhappiness of midtissc
- Argument used by the C of reducing the cordral bureaucracy of the war
- tight majority after 1950
- weary after long period of government
- right — left divisions

. Impact of Cold War

- USSR had been nicely portrayed during the wairaas an ally (even its socialist economic chojces
- Debate over the way to deal with the USSR andnsonism >>> brought into domestic debates
- Association of the Labour with such ideas by&ht discredit them

Il / Leading members

R.A Butler was the Minister of Education in Churchill’'s Cdimih (Education Act 1944) and played a major part i
restoring the Conservative Party’'s morale durirggAltlee years. He was the Chancellor of the Exabefetween 1951
and 1955, and Home Secretary from 1957 to 1962vé&teone of the most progressive conservativeseopéhniod.

Winston Churchill was one of the Conservative Party’s main leadewévVer, when he took the Prime Minister
office for the second time ( from 1951 to 19556 was already 77 and was more a symbolic figurk avigreat reputation
than an effective minister.

Anthony Eden had been Foreign Secretary three times (1935 8, 19810 — 1945, 1951 — 1955) and succeeded to
Churchill as Prime Minister in 1955 and considefi@@ign affairs as his special area of expertisewelver, he was forced
to resign in 1957 because of the Suez Canal aiglghe illness that followed.

Harold Macmillan held key posts in Churchill's Coalition betweer@nd 1945 and in his government from

1951 to 1955. He was Prime Minister between 19%71863 and during his office, he commit Britairetatering the EEC,
was for the independence of African colonies argpstied the USA in the Cold War conflicts. (See fil the third part)

[1I / 1950s : stability and conformity

1) Stability and the end of austerity

Improving economic conditions and rapid rates afwgh in the middle of the 50’s helped ensure theypaeelection in
1955 and 1959. This was much more due to the iatiemmal context result than the C policy (after émal of the Ko-
rean War) >>>possibility for the governement to reduce taxes andven increase the spending of the welfare
state (voters happy)Programme of house buildingand objectives of the gov. fulfilled (300 000 hesigledge in
1953)

Capabilities of ending the rationning and the colstcaracterizing the war period ®ra of affluence
The 50s were a period of stability for Great Britdirstly because it was ruled by the same pdtglang. Moreover, ra-
tioning ended at the beginning of the decade. Acpdf regulation of the economy ( stop-go ) wattled to avoid the

extremes of inflation and deflation.

Only problem the statue of Churchill and his badlthe>>> finally leaving the place to Eden (resitma in April 1955,
new election held at the end of May)

2 ) Conformity : Butskellism ( see Economic Consens )

Conformity came from the fact that the Consenaatiovernment followed grosso modo Labour’s poliofact, in
terms of economy, the Conservatives continued &vaip the mixed economy ( public ownership / peetterprise, free
market / state intervention ).

Moreover, the Conservatives had been convertecetfarism since during their mandate, they put gsamounts of reve-
nue into the NHS and the social security systemaatyglthe steel industry was fully denationalised.
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3) « Supermac » and the affluent society

Years of 1957-1959 seen as the high point of thadies affluence, while the previous period hadg dglen used to lower
taxes and higher public spending without seriousequences

Speech of Bedford from Macmillan in 1957, warnihgtthigh public spending, rising standards of lyifull employment
and low inflation were not simultaneously possible.

Harsh reality of economic managment with argumérgile the govvernement (resignation of the Treagemm) over the
principle of economic orthodoxy (willingness of ing the budget refused by colleague’s) with theessity to deflate
the economy

But more confidence:
through winning the face of with the trade unionsing the London bus strike (1958)
Plus another period of boom of the economyPeople’s attention was not to the dismantelment dhe Empire
and the foreign policy, but to the domestic record>>> feeling of affluence and well being sufficig¢otcarry
the party through general elections

Years of « Supermac »nickname, as it seemed the PM was a clever patit{cnaster of television speeches and inerest in
his own image in the visual media). Popularity gray«o even 70 % in the polls (technics more usgihd the C cam-
paigns)

Victory in the 1959 elections with a growing adas'raf 100 seats in the House of Commons
Mcmillan star continued growing in the sixties

4) The reasons of Conservative Party loosing the eral elections of 1964 ?

The success of the C administrations of the 5&#&erkin large part on the material conditions okthyears. The period had
been criticised as a period of missed opportunity growth but the record of the party in office veaoong . But the party
lost its way with great speed after 1959. By 196¥hne was surprised when Labour came back to pdwerC now looked
out of date and uncertain.

The establishment factor :

Mcmillan was tired (10 years in cabinet) ; seemisd aut of touch with the socially mobile afflueange that the party had
been at pains to cultivate in the previous decade.

% of the cabinet were fellow Etonians ; symbol iaféaound the nomination of a peer, Lord Home ® Boreign office in
1960 (undemocratic)

Use of high numbers of politicians from the Lordsff{cult to accept in a modern democraty) ; C MPPublic School +
Oxford or Cambridge : 1945 48 % ; 1964 48 % ; 1922%)

C leadership labelled as the « Establishment »

Probblem also inside the Party, as it was diffitaltmaintain inside the sens of passion for doiolyintary work, which is
needed for a healthy grass roots organization. Ewdnchanges at the heard of the party the jokestuing the party
organisation seemed hard to archieve.

The problem of affluence
Party officials sensed that the voters had comexfect too much and grew angry when the objectieesd not be met.
And the country was hitting serious economic protde
Sens of unrease in British society in these years :
Unpopular series of deflationary policies >>> ptmaral and by elections results at this time.
But also Britain seemed to be losing its placehaworld (ending of empire and decolo in Africa)

Macmillan fight back
Decision to apply for membership of the EEC in 1861 should be seen in this context :
European integration set as a new and modern agemtdish politics and economic policy (for C)
Would force a cold shower of modernisation and cetitipn on industry that the gov could not impasésolation
Other decision, new economic strategy in the esutymer of 1962, that was far more interventionttiah the C had ever
tried before, hoping the voters would think the geas back in control and that controlled expensibthe economy
could revive the party’s fortune.

The « Night of the Long Knives »

Willingness of McM to reshuffle the Cabinet : JUl962 abrupt change in the composition of the g@vdf3the 101 ministe-
rial posts). Idea of injecting fresh air into amadistration which had come to look old.

Miscalculation : revolution in the Party as he hiisimissed many of his colleagues without adequahiwg. >>> low mo-
rale in the Party get worse. Personnal reputatidaM lowered.

Example of the PM’s prerogative or power but intfagt a position of strength but rather out of acréasing sense of po-
litical desperation.

LT dammages have been probabbly exaggerated@sakdmple clearded the way for McM eco ideas toripemented.
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Europe, scandal and the fall of McMillan
McM'’s new approach took serie of beatings in 1963.
January 1963, G de Gaulle famously said « note the EEC application ; it was blocking the C t&tgy
of looking for the modernisation and efficienty prigsed by the EEC (while the Labour look insular)
Profumo scandal>>> June the PM was fighting for his political life

War Minister rumoured to have had an affair wittv@aman named Christine Keller in 1961. She

was in turn said to have an affair with a Russi@tothat >>> spy scandal
Hysterical press coverage ; Profumo was forcedltoithis lies and to resign.

The Changing of the Guard »
-Growing speculations about mcMillan’s positioni@ader of the party.
- McM ill at the C Party Conference and resigned
- The week degenerated into one undignified jogtlbetween the contenders, Butler, Hailsham andl Ltdome
(compromise candidate)
- Selection process really controversial >>> Haneosen even if he was hardly anyone first choice
- His action was hampered by his aristocratic gemlind, when the party was vulnerable to the chafdeeing led by
the upper class
- Difficulties for the party in the elections tolfow the lines of 1959 in such conditions
- They choose to postpone the time of the elestampossible to give the gov the maximum amongra to gather
support and to recover from the serie of disagibtise previous year. Finnaly vote announced foOtfober.
- Home did not so bad as a campaigner but they Resttby 1.75 millions voters >>> even if it meamtly a majority of
4 seats for the Labour

IV / Foreign and International policy

Suez Canal crisis, 1956( Conflict in Middle East )
European Free Trade Association ( EFTA ) 1959
Commonwealth Immigration Act 1962
Cuban Missile Crisis 1962 ( Cold War)
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 1963 (Cold War)

V / Balance sheet

1) Critiques

- Use of budget as short term measures to buy voteq

- failure of the governments to develop policiest thro-
duced a constantly performing economy ( sto
go)

- Failure of the government to invest in industre
search and development + not making efforts to anpBritain’s poor employer-worker relations ( dtag
tion)

- Fiasco in foreign affairs ( Suez Canal and EEMecolonisation

2 ) Positive points

- Period of stability

- Under Conservative governments : higher wagesttier
people, better educated people, better housedgeoy

- Heavy defence burden
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D) The Age of consensus : 1964 - 1979

Introduction :

Back to the main changes since 1945:
Introduction of the welfare state
Rise of the standard of living of the people
Heavy defence commitments and expenditure
Shift from a manufacturing to a service economy
The decline in trade union strength reflecting #dsnomy change
Significant level of immigration which change Bittan a multi-racial society
The weakening of the parliament as an institutidth #he growing power of central government
The retreat from Empire and the abandonment o&B¢& economic ties with the Commonwealth
A loss of sovereignty entailed by Britain’s entnythe EEC

These are the issues which dominated politics énsicond half of the century and distinctive featof the years before
1979 was how close the political parties were iairtmesponse to these issues. Even if they wetiizimg each-other
fiercely they were making very little changes ie ftolicies they inherited from the other.

Governments :

*  Wilson 1964-1970

e Heath 1970-1974

* Wilson 1974-1976

¢ Callaghan 1976-1979

I/ “Britain in decline” the economy

* Change of the economy into a post-industrial econom
0 Shrinking of the manufacturing industries, risdinnce and services

O Transition harsh with considerable social disruptio
Major difficulties : adjustment in its economy asakial structures

Question which was not really on the role of ttees{Keynesian) as the central and local governimasia marginal influ-
ence in shaping this transformation

Britain seen by some as in decline as it was nlet breach the same level of growth as other ¢@sin Europe or else-
where (UK 1.9 % ; Germany 3.4 %, USA 2.8 %)

Main argument idea : too much spending in defetoeelittle on invs in industry (1/3 of the budgdtR&R spent in defence,
Japan less than 1 %)

1) Industrial relations

* Vision of some analysias if trade union (TU) were a powerful obstructiveforce :

e Strike action or go-slow tactics to force weak emypls into granting rights, wages or preservatibjoles supposed to
be scrapped

* Result refusal to cooperate in industry moderrisati
Feeling that strikes were politically motivated ataimaging for the economy

* In aretrospective this can be seen distortion based on a misunderstanding of the TU séngth :
* Reaction to economic circumstances, not creatiamth

¢ U not powerful in a weak economy ; basically a emaative force

* U were fighting a rear guard action to keep jolséssto a minimum

* Most of it was done through responsible employéommegotiation

* Then only going to confrontation if negotiation®ke down
TU were seen as easy scapegoats for the pressgakout the disputes

* Both parties made moves toward introducing statutoy rules into industrial relations but neither was pushing too
hard to risk unpopularity

O Labourfeared to antagonise its chief supporters and finamal backers by interfering in their right to bargain with
employers Example Wilson tries to outlaw unofficial strik@shite papers 1969)

Conservative failed to reconcile the thought of impsitions on employers and workers with their beliefn free market.
Attempt by Heath to do the same as Wilson but sfaa running battle with the TU. In 1972, los2@f M working days ;
worse in 1974 with the industrial crisis and 14 Mriing days loss o5



¢ Unemployment:
1960 : 461, 1968 : 631, 1971 : 868, 1975 : 1 19281 1 608

2) Consumerism

¢ Period of continuous rise in living standards, asfdecially the purchasing power of the population
O Critics asserted that it was achieved by ignorgagity ; wages and purchases were increasing whelédasic economy
was going into decline

Consumerism was not helping manufacturing industiEgoods on which earnings were spent were manplgrted prod-
ucts

3) The international oil price rise

e crisis in 1973 which shows how British economy wasceptible to event s in the outside world
OBefore supply of cheap oil by large Western TNC's
OBut creation of OPEC in the 60’s with greater cohtiver their own oil industries

01973 use of oil as a weapon in the conflict wittaé¢d : reduction of the oil supplies to Westerriestand rise of
the prices (rise from 2 $ to 35 $ between 1972%880)
Pressure on the USA but also on other economiesndigmt on oil (for example for plastic)

* The immediate effects in Britain
- Balance of payments deficit rose to 1 billion of
- Annual inflation rose to 16 %
- Drop in the value of sterling to 1.57 $
- A record budget deficit
Between 1974 and 1976 unemployment doubled to 1.M4

e Paradox as oil will also offer economic salvatiddarth Sea oil, discovered in 1974 began to beaeted at the end of
the 80’s. By 1980 UK was exporting more than imjpayt

Summary of first part : reasons for economic diffialties

Costly military and defence commitments

Legacy of the two WW with GB financially exhausted

High costs of running a welfare state

Troubled industrial relations with lessened proakifgt

Problems of going through a transition in the econdo a service-based one
Heavy costs by joining the EEC in 1973

Oil price rise in 1973

[/ Harold Wilson governments, 1964 - 1970

Difficult situation of Home replacing MC Millan id1963 and impression of non modernisation of theseorative party.
Narrow defeat result (only 13 seats of differen8eé64- 44.1 % ; overall majority of 4 seats)

¢ Reasons for Labour victory :

0 Presented a more youthful imagénot only age of Wilson but also connection whik progressive ideas of
the youth) >>> Notion of the swinging sixties ; Mrifness of the Labour politicians not to appediashion-
able

0 Wilson played on the contrast between him and Homéhuntin’, fishin’, shootin’ aristocrat) not in toh
with the real people and their wants

O Successfully stand as the forces of progress istaadjainst the political establishment
Critics of the conservatives electors who wantetiange from their position of a planned economyramd
distinction from the Labour Party

* Wilson first two years were relatively successful :
- Creation of a new department of Economic Affainsler George Brown : National Plan
- New Ministry of Technology>> intention of modernism

New majority in 1966 a majority of 110 seats
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* Then problems :
- opposition inside his own party on his finanaahtegy
- long strikes of the seamen’s and dockers’ uniors>> balance of payments deficit
- New loan to the IMF >>> financial difficulties which pushed Wilson to call for the devaluation of tk pound
- Devaluation introduced late and in theatrical man(on TV) ; could not pass as a technical finalhadjustment
>>> political and economical failure of the government

* Perception not only inside but also outside thaypar

* TU angered by Wilson blames on the strikers
When he introduced the set of proposals aimedeaigpting future strikes the TU in the party retiebend forced it to be
withdrawn

* End feeling that the first Wilson government had ln@d up the expectations
- The worse was inside the core and traditionablualsupporters
- Felt Gov had promised much and done little ; cogtto Atlee unimpressive record of reforms ; samostent if
not the style from the Conservative before
- Reforms in the industry were done but globally thodernisation of the industry was not achieved
- On the other hand some historianstaiaging back the social reforms :

O Legalisation of abortion

0 Decriminalisation of homosexual acts

0 Abolition of death penalty

0 Issues which are controversial as people callisdogriod the “permissive age”

O In any case seen as isolated in the global peocept the gov achievements
Left of the party and the youth which were the mais#llusioned as it seemed it was not a new depatut the continua-
tion of the same. For the leftists, Wilson was aeciof :

0 Rising unemployment, inflation, wage control

O Restriction of TU freedoms

O Immigration control, reintroduction of prescript®charges
0 Retention of UK nuclear weapons, support of thetvam war

¢ Belief by Wilson that despite these criticismsIhésic support was solid : Surprise of the result :

* loss of the moderate voters (economic policiesfaifigre to control the unions
5 % swing from Labour to Conservative ; majority30f seats (46.4 v 43.0 %)

lll/ The Heath Government, 1970-74

* Quite the same process as Wilson in 1964 :

O Declared his was adopting a new style of governmentaimed to reduce the rise in prices, increase pductivity
and reduce unemployment

O By 1974 he was not successful in none of these goal
- Rapid inflation after 1973 made the holding davfprices impossible
- The wage demands of the unions and the workigg test declined more productivity
This meant that unemployment couldn’t be reduc®&f2]1 worse year since the Depression of the 30's

* 4 years in office overshadowed and ended by thelg@no of industrial relations :

O First try in having discussions and agreements thi¢hU : offered a package in which in return foogeration in im-
posing wages policy they would be directly involiedjov economic policy. U suspicious

O First gov measur&970 Industrial Relation Act : based upon the proposals of the Labour
- Restricted the right of workers to strike by ottucing the concept of “unfair industrial practices
- A National Industrial Relations Court (NIRC) wittuthority to judge validity of strike action waseated and
TU were required to put themselves on a registéreijy wanted to retain their legal rights
- TheNational Union of Miners forced the issue
- 1972 willingness to increase wage and to highligthe increasing of pit closurethey called for a strike which
used pickets to stop the movement of coal.
- Disruption of the fuel and electricity suppliesdareduced industries production
- The gov introduced a series of restriction onuke of fuel, which recalls the austerities of 4s to pressure
the union
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-Finally dispute settled in 1973, with a 21 % wagancrease gained by the U
- They went again on strike in 1974 in order tcaiagvage increase
- Heath called an immediate election on the issud who run the country : miners or gov
- Answer was not what he was expecting
Labour majority of 4 over the Conservative + suppdithe 14 liberal MPs, Wilson embarked on hisosecmandate

I\VV/ Labour in office, 1974 - 1979

*  From the beginning of the Labour gov, three retitnis :

0 Thinness of its overall majority in the Commons
- After 10/74 elections, majority of 42 over thelflit overall majority of only 3 seats
- This meant influence of the Liberal party whitihad not enjoyed since the 20’s

* Normal as they got only 13 seats while having bathe votes of Labour or C which had 319 seats

* Held office at the worse time when UK begarstdfer the worse effects of the economic crisis
- 1976 : loan from the IMF of 4 billion £, with anobligation to cut public spending; by 1979, cut in
public spending was approximately from 1 billior>£> Cost was an increase of unemployment which
reached 1.6 million in 1978. >>> TU embittered #mghlity to L. weakened. >>> “Winter of discontent”
- Struggle to come to terms with the unions was reated to inflation
- Credit for repealing the IR Act was lost by tlaéldre to push the U to cooperate
- Quite the same troubles as during the Heath gov.
- People believed in his good relations with sorhthe moderate unions and ability to end the st go
policies, but the economic crisis destroyed thagieh(rising prices and IMF injunctions forced thesdo
follow the same policies)
- Action of especially the public service workers

KEY EVENTS AND DEVELOPMENTS, 1964-70
he i M [
|965 outher odesia made a Unilateral Declaratic ol Independence (\
acdundant Pavmients Aot DI ded finan sttlemer |
B ccction extended the Labour majority t
I \ I'c ;
three-n N seamen trike
1967 2 special parliamentary officer - the Ombudsman — appointed to protect
— HiTer i Y e of athority | sovernment depa ne
mnop 1}
. E bershi
| t ( ( r N
the Sexual Ollences Act permitted nosexual acts in private
1968 the Immigrat Act prohibited new immigrants from settling in Brit
1969 Open University establishe
4]
1970 Conservatives gained a majority of 30 in general election

Short chronology extracted from Modern British Idist 1900-1999 by Michael Lynch;
Hodder and Stoughton, 2001, p161
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E) The Thatcher revolution : 1979 - 1990

I/ How Margaret Thatcher managed to take the leadeship of the Conservative
Party in 1975 ?

Emergence as a party leader was a landmark in theigtory of British conservatism

Supporter of th&lew Right thinking and she seemed to be marking a real break witthHea the moderate pragmatism
for which he stood. Importance also as she washesecond women to achieve a position in a C @gbler election
took nearly everyone by suprise as no one has cotsied her campaign as a serious one until it waslalver.

1) Changes in the party

gloom within the party at this point was evident ona number of level :
- membership levels had fallen dramaticallysince the 50’s and organisation such as the Yd@imgd almost
collapsed
- evolution of the character and profile of the Paty :
- Time of McM : C MP had been to a Public S, hagrisate income, and a paternalist sens of civic re-
sponsability
- By the mid 70’s : a C Mp would have studied igrammar S, coming from a middle class suburb and to
have a more professionnal and ideological apprtagbolitics
- Growing frustration about the « Front Bench »rapph to economic and social policy ; beginning of
guestions toward the moderate choices. Heath dludviers were seeking kind of domestic appease-
ment when what was needed was strong and princigéetrship.

This athmosphere saw the ideas of the right wing thkers beginning to gain widespread support
- Radical alternative which seemed increasinglygilale with the failure of the traditionnal aproash
- In 1974 foundation by two Cabinet members Kedkeph and Margaret Thatcher of the Center for Pol-
icy Studies
- Idea of breaking with the consensus politics tiest dominated public life since 1945

2) Margaret Thatcher’s coup d’état

Heath reluctant to resign the leadershipafter the October election defeat, on the grodmad it will be taken by right-
wing extremists. He finally called for election féebruary.
No real opponents even Joseph who was making gaffes, ruled hinosglfM. Thatcher put herself forward
She was able to settle with Heath, who had pateshier in Cabinet and the two of them disliked eatbler from the mo-
ment they had to work with each other.
- Heath underestimated her chances on the ground &t the Party will not elect a woman to be leader.
- And she had done a strong impression as Ministdor the Environment and the Shodow Finance Minister
in the automn.
- Clearly seen asfighter with strong C believes
- But she really made the point during the campaigrfacing Heath showing courage and determination her
male colleagues lacked. She gained admirers ancharrgender to her political advantage.

Her campaign was not only luck and grit. It was skifull managed by Aire Neavewith an interesting strategy.

On 4" of February she came first with 130 to 119 to Hebteath withdrew immediatly. In the second balt®tyeral can-
didates entered the fray but Thatcher was in agtpmsition and she won the second ballot.

[I/ In what her action is considered to be revolutonary ?

1) Ideological basis and mentors

4+ Methodist upbringing and influence of the ideag o¥on Hayek and Keith Joseph

0 F Von Hayek major critic of Keynes, was criticizing the staltieection of the economy. The proper role of thatest
was not to be involved in the welfare of its citisebut simply provide the conditions of libertyvimich individuals were
free to make their own choices. Defender of the frarket, seen as a guaranty of political and enantiberty. TU seen
as the direct cause of unemployment and destrdyggroocratic freedoms

0 K. Joseph :leading C intellectual of the time ; he introduddd Thatcher to the ideas of Von Hayek and encoutage
her to adopt monetarism (theory of M. Friedmanvitnom the basic cause of inflation is the increasenoney supply :
policy aimed at reducing the amount of money artchablic expenditure.
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2) Main changes

Revolution as she ended the consensus politicatipgisince 1945 (seen as a creeping socialism).

* On the economic aspects :

OCritics of the increase of the power and contrahef state
OLimitation of the free market

OSubsidies to private and public companies
OExpansion of the undemocratic power of the unions
OTHIS RESULTED in inefficiency and low growth

* Welfare system :

OWhich undermined personal responsibilities

OCreated a dependency culture

Ohard-working members of society were subsidisirggvtiork-shy.
Olnitiative was stifled

Furthermore Idea of a return to the principle afiwdual accountability : the state should not redvélne incompetent

and the half hearted >> Bad social practice

It can more seeas an ideology based on a set of moral valué®ith in individual responsibility, importance of

hard work, the importance of the traditional famillye need to limit the role of the state, the ingace of patriotism,
and the revulsion against socialism)

Determination to restore these moral values to theentre of British political culture. In that sense not a radical

reforming PM, but much more a “reaction periodte teforms of the previous generation, seen asiadoef moral and
economic decline

People were thinking she would be tamed by thespres of office, as its election manifesto was exiteme

(promises of inflation reduction, trade union refprsale of council housing, reduction of taxatiow gublic spending,
firm handling of immigration and a strong defen@diqy). Programme successful especially among the skilledovk-

ers

C majority of 30 seats in the Commons, which wasugh to govern comfortably but not to survive greattroversy.
She was also surrounded by moderate C in the Qadneell as moderate influence of the civil setvan

I/ key features

1) Global policies

Has to be understood as a set of aims which stghstmachieve :

Keynesian has to be abandoned and the free markeli@ved to operate
Monetarism would end wasteful government spending

The undemocratic power of the TU to be broken andhe union leaders to be made fully responsible to
their members

Companies to be removed from government control angrivatisation to be introduced
Government subsidiesfor unprofitable industries to end and the comjuetispirit to be promoted
Income tax and corporation tax reducedso that individuals and companies could keep tineiney

Public institutions and bodies in particular localgovernment to be made truly accountabléo the public
they existed to serve

Welfare dependency to be discourageldy targeting benefit on those who genuinely nedtled

The maintenance of low and ordetto be given priority : provide greater protectiorordinary citizens
British independence and sovereignty to be enhancdyy resisting EEC encroachments

Britain would promote the cause of world freedomin the face of the Communist oppression

The first real actions wettbe privatisation of 50 enterprises sold during theThatcher years:

e Larger were British airways, British Steel, Briti€lval, Cable and wireless, British Telecom, andréggonal
electricity and water boards

* Government revenue derived from privatisation :
1979-80: 377 M £;1985-86: 2.6 B £; 1988-198B £
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2) The Falklands War 1982

¢ War with Argentina which is seen as enhancing Thetpopularity and staying in the office

o

o

(0]

(0]

Critics with her monetarist measures and fear antbad of an eco recession which would be fatattier
coming elections ; The popularity from the war dadther to gain the election of 1983 and 1987

Causes : the legal ownership of the islands whash lieen disputed for long by the two countrieshen t
question of sovereignty (British dependency sing83) but the main Thatcher argument was that 9§ % o
the 2000 inhabitants were in favour of the Britisbwn.

On April 2d, 1982, Galtieri, the Argentine dictatardered the seizure of the islands and overcéme t
resistance the garrison of 80 Royal Marines

Thatcher ordered immediately the re-seizure ofglands, refusing to follow a diplomatic channesfi A
fleet left England on the 5-8 of April and the ogtésns begun on May 1fst.

Fights with the destruction of the only Argentimaiiser and of three British frigates ; British tpmoland-
ing on the 21rst and surrender of the Argentinepisoon the 14 of June.

The conflict had claimed the lives of 255 Britighde665 Argentine servicemen

3) The Miners’ strike 1984-1985

¢ She stopped the subsidies which were used to sipattee ailing industries,
- money was coming from public purse and othersareare deprived from this money used to help fgilin
ones
- Robbing Peter to pay Paul made no sense econiymifcReter was productive and Paul unproductines,
warding the inefficient at the expense of the &ffit.

This lead to the crisis with the miners :

OThrough the centurritish coal had become increasingly costly and ditult to mine and nation-
alisation in 1948 had not altered itand lack of public invs might have worsened it.

OWith exception of few pits producing particular ¢égof coalthe mines were running at a loss

OThatcher gov announced its unwillingness to an indstry with quite no chance to recover and that
not to take these hard measures were delaying theevitable.
0Opposite argumentof the TU and other analysts was that a propes pregramme backed by a com-

mitment to use coal as a long term energy sourakldeep the industry in a profitable manner. Ferrth
arguments were concerning thecial consequencesf such closure

O Opposing view points personalised in the leadirgggonists in the coal strike :

- lan McGregor, Canadian managerappointed by the National Coal Board, whose remit
was to cut non profitable pars of the coal industry

- Arthur Scargill, Marxist president othe NUM opposed to any closure of the pits

- The gov claiming its neutrality was in fact fulbacking McGregor

O It was said that this policy was part otampaign to brake the power of the TU They had anticipated a long
strike and had made careful plans

*Norman Tebbit, Employment Minister has pastEmeployment Act which reduced TU effectiveness :
it forbade mass picketing and outlawed the “closledp” (the obligation that all workers in a partau
plan or factory had to be member of a U) ; it aleclared that industrial action was illegal unldes
members had voted for a strike in a formal unioifioba

*They also stockpiled coal and coke at the fuelesiatand emergency plans were drown up for import-
ing further stocks

O Strike begun in 1984, lasted for a year and saw Mient clashes between miners and the police but thénion
knew they had very few chances of succedsurthermore they were not backed by other Unimechsas the power

workers

O Strike ended early in 1985 leaving a legacy of bétness and recrimination
0 Itwas a gov success and it meant the start adteagie from other employers to TU demands
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4) The fall of Margaret Thatcher

Two issues are explaining the end of Thatcher pgarioffice : The European question and the Poltax

* The European question :
- At Bruges, Belgium, in 1988, Thatcher made a spae which she outlined her opposition to props$am
the European Community for a federal structureinockasing centralisation of decision-making.
- Although she had supported British membershimtdtier believed that the role of the EC shouldimédd
to ensuring free trade and effective competitiord #eared that new EC regulations would reverseiiaages
she was making in the UK.
- “We have not successfully rolled back the frorstief the state in Britain, only to see them re-asgd at a
European level, with a European super-state exegcésnew dominance from Brussels".
- She was specifically against Economic and Mowydthrion, through which a single currency would se
national currencies, and for which the EC was ngkireparations.
- The speech caused an outcry from other Europsattets, and exposed for the first time the deeptkpt
was emerging over European policy inside her Covasee Party.

* The second is due to Thatcher will to bring loaaV ¢nto lines with her ideas of public accountaili
- Replacement of the existing system of local ratémsed on property values with a flat-rate chargedr ser-
vices set by each local authority. The charge was be paid by all the adults resident in the localrea.
- Idea which came from the Adam Smith Institute (A$) which suggested that 38 M poll-taw payers would
be better than 14 M rate-payers. People being alsnore conscious of the quality of the services praded.
- It was used by the gov as a way to break the cant of socialist groups over boroughs and areas shas
in London or Liverpool, and to push the people gethg out Labour local gov for high spending.

* Prelude was the elections of 1987 which showedwamadl majority of 100 seats to the C, even if thest 22 from
the 1983 majority. Thachter saw it as a new mangiatn to her for further reforms.

- Start with Standard Spending Assessments (SSAsystem enabling the central gov to control locgharity
spending levels. These local authorities had asmnhtract out their services to the companies lwhiould pro-
vide the best services at the lower price.

- Gov thought this will attract the people to the mxt step which would be the poll tax

- Misjudgement : people have looked at this new tax as a regresak imposed by a grasping gov trying to trap
the people in a same net. There were a list of miaes from payment but the people were furiousreiahe
principle.

- Opposition to the tax was immediate and organisedmillions of people refusing or avoiding paymentsFur-
thermore when the tax entered in 1990, it was doglthe estimate >>> unhappiness of the middlesclas

- Further irony was that the poll tax cost twiced anhalf more to collect than the rates, due toréséstance it
aroused.

Finally and in order to limit the charge of the take gov pushed the local authorities to redbhe& budget even
if it meant reducing the services they provided #3poked like it was a measure even going agdhmsinterest
of the customer and not increasing the local gawent services.

Failures associated with the Thatcher’s years :

* Years of social exclusiorfor the one who did not benefit from the econoputcies.
Example througlsocial unrest in the citiesespecially in 1981 in Brixton
Consequence of the high unemployment touchingrthericities

* Thatcher handling of theiners strikes in 1984-85vas not well seen by all
Extent of police powers used during the strikes thedveakness of the miners as the result
of the new reforms convinced many that the C hatkdoo far.

* Little regard for civil liberties
Disaster of the Government Finance Act 1988 cultirigain the “Poll Tax riots” of 1989
was a crucial turning point.

¢ Clost all 4 by-elections in 1989 an 1990, and thebour in the polls had gained a 20 % lead over th&€, with
Thatcher popularity the worse ever in her 11 years
- Doubts inside the party on the possibility torgtiie elections with her as a leader
- Thatcher treatment of her senior colleaguetad made her powerful enemies by the end of tted@ in 1989
she became the victim of the same amended rulewshie had been using against Heath.
- Challenge for the leadership by an obscure progman MP and she lost 1/5 of the C MP support.
- Next year, more serious challenge from M. Heseltind as it seemed shad lost the support of most of her
Cabinet colleagues she resign3 hatcher after the first turn withdraw in favaafrJohn Major, her choice as a
SuUCCessor.
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5) The impact of Thatcherism

* In many ways policies failed
Difficulties to roll back the state than what hagkh foreseen (in 1980 gov spending 43.2 % of th® GAD95, 42.5 %)
Paradox is that under Thatcher the gov becameasitrgly centralised and interventionist at a nurnrdfer
level.
Series of new powers over local gov spending (wduilthorities remained controlled by Labour)
In education policy, national curriculum which stgar limits to freedom in state schools.
Privatisation of industry was accompanied by theituction of regulatory bodies

At other levels, accomplishments were more impresa :
Power of the trade unions drastically reduced ; memof working days lost to strike drop from 30 M i
1979 to 2 M in 1990.
Pattern of housing ownership has changed eventhittcollapse of the Housing market in the late 80's
>>> shift toward the private sector
Changes in the Britain’s political culture :
Modernisation of the left : end of socialism asoecé in domestic politics among middle class
voters and skilled workers.
Killing socialist alternative had been successfulthe long term according to the Tony Blair
election in 1997.
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F) The 1960’s social revolution

This period known as the “Swinging Sixties” or th@ng Sixties” covers the period from 1958 to 19¥4ing which im-
portant social changes in Great Britain occurregrdttl Macmillan even said that “some of our pedyege never had it so
good”, regarding to this.

| / Revolution in the Youth

In the early 1960's, almost 40% of the populatiamswnder 25. The increasing affluence of Britayo'sth pro-
vided them with greater personal choice and freedweating the youth culture which rejected thaleithed values and
traditions, focusing itself instead on music, drugex and fashion. ( with the Rolling Stones, Jiendrix for music and
gangs such as Teddy-Boys, Mods and Rockers )

But youth culture not only challenged traditiont biso authority, organising strikes on key issoiethe time such
as nuclear disarmament, environmental issues, waemights and anti-Vietnam War protests.

Therefore, an irrevocable change in the youth celltd British society occurred in this period.

Il / Revolution in the condition of women

During the sixties, several reforms regarding thiedition of women took place. These reforms consenreral issues :
Contraception  ( Family Planning Act 1967 )
Abortion ( Abortion Act 1967)
Divorce ( Divorce Reform Act 1969 + Legal Aid )

Moreover, the feminist movement had a great infb@ean Britain, since it was combined with an insieg numbers of
women entering higher education. This led to tliegasing awareness of the repression of womereitralditionally patri-
archal society. On the other hand, the introductibtabour saving devices meant that women weréonger tied to the
household and had greater amounts of free time.

Therefore, women'’s role in society changed a latrduthis period, moving from the role of mothedarife to
the status of salary-earner so that the societyehénom a patriarchal one to a more egalitarianehod

[l / Revolution in Education

After the failure of the Tripartite system, basedthbe Butler Act of 1944 which aimed to a more #gahn educa-
tional system, giving students from working-claasilies the same chances as the ones from a werdithtkground, Har-
old Wilson established the Comprehensive schodésys

This system is based on meritocracy and had & goeaess from 1957 to 1967 with an increase of%38f people
attending Universities from working class backgmsinThe Labour government tried to keep with thésndnd through
creating the Polytechnics and in 1969, Royal Chanteoduced the Open University which is a uniguademy institu-
tion : it is a government-funded place of higheueation.

IV / Revolution in Religion

The sixties were a period of decline for the Chundich can be explain by the rising emicence ofvMee spiritu-
alism and the exponential growth in alternativedtf/lles. This have several consequences on thal sl which are :
- an important step in personal liberation
- a change in the nation religious structure
- a cultural revolution

V / Other issues

This period has also seen a lot of reforms reggrth other issues such as :

Homosexuality (1967, the Sexual Offences Act )
Immigration (1968, Immigration Act + Race RelatsoAct )
Death penalty (11965 - 1969, Abolition of the DeBenalty )
Election (1969, voting age reduced from 2189 1

Itis also a period during which there was a realiscy of poverty linked to the establishment of WMelfare State pro-
gramme.
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WINSTON CHURCHILL
(1874-1965)

-Profile-

In many ways Churchill was a radical, but he was loathed by the
Left because of his strike-breaking and fierce anti-Bolshevism. He
was too individualistic to be entirely at ease in any one party. In
1904, after only four years as a Unionist MP, he left the party to
join the Liberals. His radical approach to social questions made
him the great ally of Lloyd George in their creation of the pre-
1914 social service state. Twenty years later, having established an
impressive record as a Liberal social reformer, he returned to the

Conservative fold, but in a strange relationship. He called himself

a ‘constitutionalist’ and despite being Chancellor of the
Exchequer in Baldwin’s government between 1924 and 1929 did
not formally rejoin the Conservatives until 1929. Churchill
remained out of office for the next ten vears. His demand that
Britain rearm, and his outspoken attacks on appeasement and on
the idea of independence for India made him unpopular with the
Conservative establishment and he despaired of ever playing a
major role in politics again. It is certainly hard to think that, had
the Second World War not intervened, he would have reached the
pre-eminence he then did.

Clement Attlee described him as ‘the greatest citizen of the
world of our time’. As well as making history Churchill also wrote
it. His deep historical sense was evident in his many books and in
his brilliant speeches in which he used his speech impediment to

great effect. One example was his deliberate mis-pronunciation of

the word *Nazi’, with a long ‘a’ and a soft ‘Z’, in order to show his
contempt for the movement to which it referred. His feel for the
dramatic and his ability to use elevated language without losing
the common touch is evident in the extract from his first broad-
cast to the nation as Prime Minister:

1874 born the son of
Randolph Churchill, a
leading Tory radical;

1898 fought in the Sudan
under Kitchener;

1900 taken prisoner by the
Boers in South Africa;
entered the Commons
as a Conservative MP;

1904 left the Conservatives to
join the Liberals;

1908 President of the Board;

«09 ofTrade - showed him-
self to be a progressive
social reformer;

1910 Home Secretary;

=1

1911 used troops against
striking Welsh miners;

1911 First Lord of the

=15 Admiralty;

1916 served on the Western
Front;

1917 Minister of Munitions;

-8

1919 Fiercely anti-Bolshevik,
he supported British
intervention in Russia:

1921 Secretary for the

=22 Colonies;

1924 left the Liberals and
declared himself a
‘Constitutionalist’;

1924 Chancellor of the

=29 Exchequer:;

1926 strongly opposed the
General Strike;

1929 formally rejoined the
Conservatives;

1939 First Lord of the

-40 Admiralty;

1940 Prime Minister and

=45 Minister of Defence;

1945 his party heavily defeated
in the General Election;

1947 helped to define the
Cold War by his ‘iron
curtain’ speech;

1951 Prime Minister;

~55

1965 died

Profile extracted from Modern British History 1900-1999 by Michael Lynch; Hodder and Stoughton, 2001106
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Winston Churchill, election broadcast (May, 1945)

| must tell you that a socialist policy is abhorrent to British ideas on freedom. There is to be one State, to which
all are to be obedient in every act of their lives. This State, once in power, will prescribe for everyone: where
they are to work, what they are to work at, where they may go and what they may say, what views they are to
hold, where their wives are to queue up for the State ration, and what education their children are to receive. A
socialist state could not afford to suffer opposition - no socialist system can be established without a political
police. They (the Labour government) would have to fall back on some form of Gestapo.

Source : http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/TUakte.htm

Sir Winston Churchill (1874-1965): Conservative Paty Principles, 1946

Churchill made this speech to the Conservative Party Conference in 1946, after he had been replaced at British Prime
minister by the Clement Atlee, whose Labour government was in the process of creating the modern British welfare sta-
te. Churchill rejects socialism, but not that he does not adopt a radical free market approach either.

[...] It certainly would be an error of the first @ndfor us to plunge out into a programme of prosiaed bribes in the
hopes of winning the public favour. But if you dayme: "What account are we to give of the poli€yhe Conservative
Party? What are we to say of our theme and ourecand of the faith that is in us?" That is a questo which imme-
diate answer can always be given.

Our main objectives are: To uphold the Christidigien and resist all attacks upon it. To defend Blonarchical and
Parliamentary Constitution. To provide adequataisgcagainst external aggression and safety farseaborne trade.
To uphold law and order, and impartial justice auistered by Courts free from interference or pressun the part of
the executive. To regain a sound finance and stdpervision of national income and expenditured&fend and deve-
lop our Empire trade, without which Great Britaiowld perish. To promote all measures to improvehigath and so-
cial conditions of the people. To support as a garele free enterprise and initiative against&taading and nationa-
lisation of industries.

To this | will add some further conceptions. We ogp the establishment of a Socialist State, cdintgolhe means of
production, distribution and exchange. We are askafthat is your alternative?" Our Conservative &nto build a pro-
perty-owning democracy, both independent and iefgeddent. In this | include profit-sharing schermesuitable in-
dustries and intimate consultation between emp®ged wage-earners. In fact we seek so far ashp@dsi make the
status of the wage-earner that of a partner raktfzer of an irresponsible employee. It is in therest of the wage-earne
to have many other alternatives open to him thaviceunder one all-powerful employer called that&t He will be in
a better position to bargain collectively and prettn will be more abundant; there will be more &irand more free-
dom for all when the wage-earner is able, in tihgdanajority of cases, to choose and change hik,vamd to deal with
a private employer who, like himself, is subjecthe ordinary pressures of life and, like himsalfdependent upon his
personal thrift, ingenuity and good-housekeepinghls way alone can the traditional virtues of Bréish character be
preserved. We do not wish the people of this anégtand reduced to a mass of State-directed @nédets, thrown hi-
ther and thither, housed here and there, by atoer&y of privileged officials or privileged Partsectarian or Trade
Union bosses. We are opposed to the tyranny artoimisation of the closed shopdte: a unionized workplace where
all workers must join the union]. Our ideal is the consenting union of millionsfrde, independent families and homes
gain their livelihood and to serve true Britishiyl@and world peace.

Freedom of enterprise and freedom of service atgossible without elaborate systems of safeguagdsnst failure,
accident or misfortune. We do not seek to pull damprovidently the structures of society, but tearbalustrades
upon the stairway of life, which will prevent hedgk or foolish people from falling into the abyBsth the Conservative
and Liberal Parties have made notable contributiorsecure minimum standards of life and labotwolhave borne my
part in this. It is 38 years ago since 1 introduttezlfirst Unemployment Insurance Scheme, and 2Psyago since, as
Conservative Chancellor of the Exchequer, | shagadl carried the Widows' Pensions and reductiorhefQId Age
Pensionsrote: the British version of the American "social security"] from 70 to 65. We are now moving forward int
another vast scheme of national insurance, whigbeareven in the stress of war, from a Parliamétht avgreat Conser-
vative majority. It is an essential principle ofr@3ervative, Unionist, and Tory policy-call it whaiu will-to defend the
general public against abuses by monopolies anthstgastraints on trade and enterprise, whethesettevils come
from private corporations, from the mischievousnglaf doctrinaire Governments, or from the incorape¢ and arbi-
trariness of departments of State. Finally, we alecburselves the unsleeping opponents of all ,cidksfficial or all
Party privilege, which denies the genius of ouarisl race, whose sparks fly upwards unceasingly firemmwhole peo-
ple, its rightful career, reward and pre-eminergean peace and war. [...]

14

Source : http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1946chtchill-conservatism.html
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CLEMENT ATTLEE (1883-1967)

In his own time and for years afterwards, Clement Attlee tended
to be underrated. He suffered by comparison with Winston
Churchill. Attlee’s unprepossessing physical presence and limited
skills as a public speaker did not create the grand image.
Churchill described him as ‘a modest little man with much to be
modest about’. However, in the 1970s, Attlee began to be
reassessed. Stress was laid upon his skill in surviving six years of
one of the most difficult periods of twentieth-century govern-
ment. Nor was it merely survival. His record as Prime Minister was
truly remarkable. Nationalisation, the welfare state, NATO.
Indian independence: these were the striking successes of this
unassuming man. His ordinariness was, indeed, a positive virtue
in that he came to typify the very people whose well-being he did
so much to advance. Attlee’s achievements would have been
impressive at any time, but when it is appreciated that they were
accomplished in a postwar period dominated by the most
demanding of domestic and international crises they appear even
more striking,
In an interview in 1960, Attlee summed up his own practical,

down-to-carth style of conducting government business:

A Prime Minister has to know when to ask for an opinion. He
can't always stop ministers offering theirs; you always have some
people who'll talk on everything. But he can make sure to extract
the opinion of those he wants when he needs them. The job of the
Prime Minister is to get the general feeling — collect the voices.
And then, when everything reasonable has been said, to get on
with the job and say, ‘Well, | think the decision of the Cabinet is
this, that or the other. Any objections?’ Usually there aren't.

Source B From A Prime Minister on Prime Ministers by Harold Wilson, 1977.

-Profile-

1883 born in London into a
comfortable middle-
class family;

1901 read law at Oxford;

-04

1907 became manager of a
boys' settlement in
London's East End:

1914 served as an officer in

~18 the war;

1919 became Mayor of
Stepney;

1922 elected Labour MP for
Limehouse:

1930 served in Ramsay

=31 MacDonald's Labour
government;

1935 leader of the Labour

=55 Party;

1940 Deputy PM in Churchill's

-45 Coalition government;

1945 Prime Minister;

=51

1955 retired as party leader
and went to the House
of Lords;

1967 died.

Profile extracted from Modern British History 1900-1999 by Michael Lynch; Hodder and Stoughton, 20019132
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Clement Attlee, election broadcast (May, 1945)

The Prime Minister made much play last night with the rights of the individual and the dangers of people being
ordered about by officials. | entirely agree that people should have the greatest freedom compatible with the
freedom of others. There was a time when employers were free to work little children for sixteen hours a day. |
remember when employers were free to employ sweated women workers on finishing trousers at a penny half-
penny a pair. There was a time when people were free to neglect sanitation so that thousands died of preventa-
ble diseases. For years every attempt to remedy these crying evils was blocked by the same plea of freedom for
the individual. It was in fact freedom for the rich and slavery for the poor. Make no mistake, it has only been
through the power of the State, given to it by Parliament, that the general public has been protected against the
greed of ruthless profit-makers and property owners.

Forty years ago the Labour Party might, with some justice, have been called a class Party, representing almost
exclusively the wage earners. It is still based on organised labour, but has steadily become more and more in-
clusive. In the ranks of the Parliamentary Party and among our candidates you will find numbers of men and
women drawn from every class and occupation in the community. Wage and salary earners form the majority,
but there are many from other walks of life, from the professions and from the business world, giving a wide ran-
ge of experience. More than 120 of our candidates come from the Fighting Services, so that youth is well repre-
sented.

The Conservative Party remains as always a class Party. In twenty-three years in the House of Commons, |
cannot recall more than half a dozen from the ranks of the wage earners. It represents today, as in the past, the
forces of property and privilege. The Labour Party is, in fact, the one Party which most nearly reflects in its re-
presentation and composition all the main streams which flow into the great river of our national life.

Our appeal to you, therefore, is not narrow or sectional. We are proud of the fact that our country in the hours of
its greatest danger stood firm and united, setting an example to the world of how a great democratic people rose
to the height of the occasion and saved democracy and liberty. We are proud of the self-sacrifice and devotion
displayed by men and women in every walk of life in this great adventure. We call you to another great adventu-
re which will demand the same high qualities as those shown in the war: the adventure of civilisation.

We have seen a great and powerful nation return to barbarism. We have seen European civilisation almost des-
troyed and an attempt made to set aside the moral principles upon which it has been built. It is for us to help to
re-knit the fabric of civilised life woven through the centuries, and with the other nations to seek to create a world
in which free peoples living their own distinctive lives in a society of nations co-operate together, free from the
fear of war.

We have to plan the broad lines of our national life so that all may have the duty and the opportunity of rende-
ring service to the nation, everyone in his or her sphere, and that all may help to create and share in an increa-
sing material prosperity free from the fear of want. We have to preserve and enhance the beauty of our country
to make it a place where men and women may live finely and happily, free to worship God in their own way, free
to speak their minds, free citizens of a great country.

Clement Attlee, As It Happened (1954)

Differences of opinion arose in the Government. The immediate cause was a proposal in the Budget to make
charges for certain of the Health Services in order to prevent abuse. There were other differences of a more per-
sonal nature. | endeavoured to effect agreement, but the disagreement spread to some other matters, notably to
the effect on the economy of the country of the level of armaments on which we had embarked. | had, as a mat-
ter of fact, pointed out in public speeches that the achievement of our programme was conditioned by various
factors such as the availability of raw materials and machine tools, and the level of prices. There was, therefore,
in my view, no real difference of principle. However, the upshot was that Aneurin Bevan, Harold Wilson and
John Freeman insisted on resigning from the Government.

Source :_http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/TUalke.htm
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HAROLD MACMILLAN (1894-1986)

Macmillan's appearance was that of a typical English gentleman.
Yet by birth he was half Scottish, half American. He had a gallant
service record in the 1914-18 war, an experience which gave him
a particular respect for the working class. This was deepened by
his witnessing, as MP for a Durham constituency, the grim effects
of the Depression in the North-East. He expressed his unortho-
dox Conservatism in 1938 in his book, The Middle Way, which may
be regarded as an early appeal for consensus politics. He argued
for the acceptance of Keynesianism and pressed the case for
extending the direction by the State of a broad range of services.
Having held key posts in Churchill’s 1940-45 Coalition and in
the 1951-55 government, he became PM in 1957. Although he
was Chancellor of the Exchequer at the time of the Suez affair in
1956, Macmillan was generally regarded as not being deeply
implicated in the government’s failure. This left him well placed
to heal the wounds in the party. He was the first PM to commit

Britain to entering the EEC and was an cutspoken supporter of

independence for the African colonies. He proved himself a
keen Cold Warrior by supporting the USA in its conflicts with the
Soviet Union.

Despite his seemingly relaxed style Macmillan worked extreme-
ly hard and could be ruthless on occasion: in 1962 in the ‘Night
of the Long Knives' he dismissed half his Cabinet. Despite con-
siderable unhappiness in his private life he maintained an
‘unflappable’ air in public. He had a dry sense of humour and
ook particular delight in the satirists’ portrayal of him as
‘Supermac’, originally intended as an ironic reference on his gov-
ernment’s uncertain economic performance. His own comment
on this was famously that under Conservatism Britain had “never
had it so good'. The last years of his premiership were marred by
the Profumo affair.

1894

1917
1924

born into the Macmillan
publishing family;

badly wounded in action;
elected as Conservative
MP;

1930s opposed appeasement

1938

1940
-42
1942
-45

1951
=54
1954
-55
1955
1955
=57
1957
~63

1984

1986

policy:

published The Middle
Way,

Minister of Supply:

Minister with special
responsibility for the
war in North Africa;
Minister for Housing
and Local Government;
Minister of Defence;

Foreign Secretary,
Chancellor of the
Exchequer;

Prime Minister and
leader of the
Conservative Party;
became the Earl of
Stockton;

died.

Profile extracted from Modern British History 1900-1999 by Michael Lynch; Hodder and Stoughton, 20059143
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Harold Macmillan's "Wind of Change" Speech

Made to the South Africa Parliament on 3 Febru®gat

Itis, as | have said, a special privilege for mé¢ here in 1960 when you are celebrating whaghticall the golden
wedding of the Union. At such a time it is natuaal right that you should pause to take stock af ymsition, to look
back at what you have achieved, to look forward/at lies ahead. In the fifty years of their nationd the people of
South Africa have built a strong economy foundedrua healthy agriculture and thriving and resiliewltustries.

No one could fail to be impressed with the immemsgerial progress which has been achieved. Thétialhas been
accomplished in so short a time is a striking pastiy to the skill, energy and initiative of yourgpée. We in Britain
are proud of the contribution we have made torisarkable achievement. Much of it has been findutgeBritish
capital. ...

... As I've travelled around the Union | have founemwhere, as | expected, a deep preoccupationw¥itit is happe
ning in the rest of the African continent. | undarel and sympathise with your interests in thesasvand your anxie
ty about them. [...]

In the twentieth century, and especially sinceahe of the war, the processes which gave birthemation states of
Europe have been repeated all over the world. We kaen the awakening of national consciousnegssdples who
have for centuries lived in dependence upon soimer giower. Fifteen years ago this movement spieadigh Asia.
Many countries there, of different races and atlions, pressed their claim to an independendmeitiife.

Today the same thing is happening in Africa, ardrtfost striking of all the impressions | have fodnsence | left Lon-
don a month ago is of the strength of this Africational consciousness. In different places itdakéferent forms, bu
it is happening everywhere.

The wind of change is blowing through this continety and whether we like it or not, this growth of ndional cons-
ciousness is a political fact. We must all acceptas a fact, and our national policies must take aount of it.

Well you understand this better than anyone, yeusprung from Europe, the home of nationalism, ireAdrica you
have yourselves created a free nation. A new naltimieed in the history of our times yours willteeorded as the firs
of the African nationalists. This tide of natiomainsciousness which is now rising in Africa, isetf for which both
you and we, and the other nations of the westemntdvewe ultimately responsible.

—

[...] As | have said, the growth of national consainess in Africa is a political fact, and we mustegpt it as such.
That means, | would judge, that we've got to coorketms with it. | sincerely believe that if we can do so we may
imperil the precarious balance between the Easiéest on which the peace of the world depends.

The world today is divided into three main groupisst there are what we call the Western Powerst iidsouth Afri-
ca and we in Britain belong to this group, togethigh our friends and allies in other parts of @@mmonwealth. In
the United States of America and in Europe weit#tle Free World. Secondly there are the CommsridRussia and
her satellites in Europe and China whose populatidirrise by the end of the next ten years tostaggering total of
800 million. Thirdly, there are those parts of therld whose people are at present uncommitted reith€Eommunism
or to our Western ideas. In this context we thingt fof Asia and then of Africa. As | see it theegt issue in this secord
half of the twentieth century is whether the uncatted peoples of Asia and Africa will swing to tRast or to the
West. Will they be drawn into the Communist camp2v@ the great experiments in self-government tuge now
being made in Asia and Africa, especially withie thommonwealth, prove so successful, and by tkaimple so
compelling, that the balance will come down in farvof freedom and order and justice? The struggjeined, and it i
a struggle for the minds of men. What is now oal i§ much more than our military strength or oyml@matic and
administrative skill. It is our way of life. The committed nations want to see before they choose.

Source : http://africanhistory.about.com/od/eraindgpendence/p/wind_of change2.htm
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MARGARET THATCHER (1925-) 4

Margaret Thatcher scored two remarkable his-
torical ‘firsts” -~ she was the first woman to

become a party leader in Britain and the first B
woman to become a Prime Minister. Her three

election victories in a row — 1979, 1988 and 1987 =
— meant that she held continuous office for 11 4w
years from 1979 to 1990, the longest unbroken peri-

od for any Prime Minister in the twentieth century. Arguably the
most controversial Prime Minister since Lloyd George, she was like
him in being *a populist’, that is she claimed to have a special under-
standing of ordinary people that by-passed party politics. One exam-
ple of this that she often quoted was her experience as a young
woman helping to run her father's grocery shop; this, she felt, had
given her an insight into the problems of the housewife having to
make ends meet every week without getting into debt. She regarded
this as appropriate training for running the national economy.

It is not easy to give exact definition to her politics. Some critics
dismiss her simply as a rightwing Tory ideologue, but her strong
belief in financial probity — the nation paying its way and balancing
the books — made her much more a nineteenth-century liberal in the
Gladstone tradition. So, too. did her wish to reduce the power of the
State and give greater opportunity for people to live their lives with-
out government interference. After Britain’s victory over Argentina
and the recovery of the Falkland Islands she was likened by some
observers to Winston Churchill in her ability to arouse the nation.
Others, who believed that she had deliberately provoked the war,
found her triumphalism after the British victory in 1982 repellent.

As a staunch anti-Communist, she sided with President Reagan
in his condemnation of the Soviet Union as the ‘evil empire’.
Republicans in the USA suggested that her uncompromising atti-
tude helped to bring about the end of the Cold War. Interestingly,

1925 born the daughter of a
shopkeeper in Grantham,
Lincolnshire:

1943 read Chemistry and Law

—47 at Oxford;

1947 trained as a lawyer;

-50

1950 stood unsuccessfully as

=51 Conservative candidate;

1950 married Denis Thatcher;
a millionaire businessman;

1959 elected Conservative
MP for Finchley;

1964 became Opposition
spokeswoman on
pensions;

1970 Secretary of State for

-74 Education and Science
under Heath;

1975 Leader of the

=90 Conservative Party;

1979 became Prime Minister
after election victory,

1982 her declining popularity
was reversed by the
Falklands victory;

1983 won second election
victory,

1987 won third election victory;

1990 resigned as PM and party
leader;

1992 became Lady Thatcher
of Kesteven.

for many people in Eastern Europe she became a symbol of freedom. In Poland, for example,
chapels and shrines were dedicated to her. This was in gratitude for her support of ‘Solidarity’,
the Polish anti-Communist trade union movement. There was a bitter irony in this for those in
Britain who believed she had wampled on the rights of trade unionists at home.

One of Margaret Thatcher’s most controversial statements was “There is no such thing as soci-
ety’. Her critics seized upon this as evidence of her lack of compassion and her willingness to
ignore the consequences of unbridled individualism. She defended herself by quoting the state-
ment that followed that sentence: ‘There are individual men and women, and there are families.
And no government can do anything except through people, and people must look to themselves
first. It's our duty to look after ourselves and then to look after our neighbour.” She claimed that
her purpose had in fact been to emphasise the individual’s responsibility towards society.

Profile extracted from Modern British History 1900-1999 by Michael Lynch; Hodder and Stoughton, 20019177
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Margaret Thatcher, article in the Daily Telegraph (30th January, 1975)

| was attacked (as Education Secretary) for fighting a rear-guard action in defence of 'middle-class interests'. The
same accusation is levelled at me now, when | am leading Conservative opposition to the socialist Capital Trans-
fer Tax proposals. Well, if 'middle-class values' include the encouragement of variety and individual choice, the
provision of fair incentives and rewards for skill and hard work, the maintenance of effective barriers against the
excessive power of the state and a belief in the wide distribution of individual private property, then they are cer-
tainly what | am trying to defend ... If a Tory does not believe that private property is one of the main bulwarks of
individual freedom, then he had better become a socialist and have done with it. Indeed one of the reasons for
our electoral failure is that people believe too many Conserva- tives have become socialists already. Britain's
progress towards socialism has been an alternation of two steps forward with half a step back. And why should
anyone support a party that seems to have the courage of no convictions?

|Source . http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/COLDtatcher.htm

Extract from Margaret Thatcher Speech at KensingtonTown Hall
("Britain Awake") ; 1976 Jan 19

[...] Part of Britain's world role should be to prdei through its spokesmen, a reasoned and vigalefesice of the Westefn
concept of rights and liberties: [...] But our rolaches beyond this. We have abundant experiencexgedttise in this coun-
try in the art of diplomacy in its broadest sense.

It should be used, within Europe, in the effortawbhieve effective foreign policy initiatives.
Within the EEC, the interests of individual naticare not identical and our separate identities rbesteen as a strength rather
than a weakness.

Any steps towards closer European union must befldgr considered.

We are committed to direct elections within the @aumity, but the timing needs to be carefully cahted!.
But new problems are looming up.

Among them is the possibility that the Communist @@me to power through a coalition in Italy. Bhs a good reason why
we should aim for closer links between those palltgroups in the European Parliament that rejectaism.
We have a difficult year ahead in 1976.

I hope it will not result in a further decline oféstern power and influence of the kind that we sa%875.

It is clear that internal violence—and above allitpal terrorism—will continue to pose a major dleage to all Western s¢-
cieties, and that it may be exploited as an insémirby the Communists.

We should seek close co-ordination between the@aind security services of the Community, and afoNin the battlg
against terrorism.

The way that our own police have coped with re¢embrist incidents provides a splendid model fitreo forces.

©

\172
]

The message of the Conservative Party is thatiBritas an important role to play on the world stdgés based on the r
markable qualities of the British people. Labous haglected that role.

Our capacity to play a constructive role in worlthais is of course related to our economic andtamy strength.

Socialism has weakened us on both counts. Thisagiutisk not just our chance to play a useful fialeéhe councils of th
world, but the Survival of our way of life.

Caught up in the problems and hardships that Sswidlas brought to Britain, we are sometimes irgdawof failing to see th
vast transformations taking place in the world thaarf our own problems, great though they are.

But we have to wake up to those developments, iaddlie political will to respond to them.

Soviet military power will not disappear just besawve refuse to look at it.

And we must assume that it is there to be used-hrasttor as force—unless we maintain the neceslsdeyrents.

We are under no illusions about the limits of Biitinfluence.

We are often told how this country that once rudeguarter of the world is today just a group obéfre islands. Well, we In
the Conservative Party believe that Britain id gtieat.
The decline of our relative power in the world vgastly inevitable—with the rise of the super powesth their vast reservgs
of manpower and resources.

But it was partly avoidable too—the result of onoeomic decline accelerated by Socialism.

We must reverse that decline when we are retum&@bt/ernment.

In the meantime, the Conservative Party has tla teisk of shaking the British public out of a losigep.
Sedatives have been prescribed by people, in andfdsovernment, telling us that there is no exaéthreat to Britain, thgt
all is sweetness and light in Moscow, and thatuadopn of fighter planes or a company of marine roamdos is less impo
tant than some new subsidy.

The Conservative Party must now sound the warning.

There are moments in our history when we have tkeragfundamental choi¢é 35]

This is one such moment—a moment when our choitledatermine the life or death of our kind of sdgie—and the futuré
of our children.

Let's ensure that our children will have causeefoice that we did not forsake their freedom.

D

D

—
1

B

Source : http://www.margaretthatcher.org/speechesidplaydocument.asp?docid=102939
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Other speeches : G. R. Strauss, Minister of Supply:
Speech Delivered on Nationalising the Iron and Stehdustry, November 15, 1948

It is a platitude, perhaps, to talk of the impodamwf the steel industry. All parties agree upat.tiVithout steel the life
of Britain would collapse. So far as | can seeahismot one trade of importance that could beledwn without it. All
our capital equipment depends on steel. Steelstr®d-using industries, account for nearly halfiakie of our exports.
This proportion has grown considerably since the W may well grow further. Our future dependeoieehese indus-
tries in achieving solvency and prosperity Will thieecome even greater. Not only our prosperity,datsecurity and
influence on World affairs will depend largely upour iron and steel industry; on whether it is@ént enough over a
long period to produce cheap steel in ample queastiand responsive enough to national requireméritssbecause we
believe that it cannot become either of these thiag long as it remains in its present private oship that we have
introduced this Bill. We should have been failingour duty if we had not done so.

There are, as far as | know, only three ways inctvlthis industry can operate, -lts ownership antrob can be left in
the hands of the steel masters as in the earlyvpregears; or ownership can remain with the stesdters subject to g
certain amount of State supervision through a bsdh as the Import Duties Advisory Committee or $teel Board.
Alternatively, and this is the only solution whiappears to us satisfactory, ownership and con&mobe combined in the
hands of the State. . . .[...]

| come now to the question of the industry's cayadi is naturally more advantageous for privateners of the steel
industry to have a total productive capacity befmatential demand. They would rather be reasonadéfiain of being
able to sell limited quantities of products at ggoites than risk heavy expenditure on new plamtigkvmight from time
to time prove redundant. On the other hand, ihithe interests of the country and of consumersteasf| that productive
capacity should be capable of meeting industriglilements in peace, and military requirements am. wam far from
saying that the steel industry should be expandg@rdless of economics, to meet the peak demaiudh wie most opti-
mistic can foresee in the next decade or so.

But in estimating the steel demand for which weulth@ater, we cannot -we dare not-be conservatidecautious as the
steel industry has been and is bound to be, asaotre present boom conditions fall off. Moreaseurity against pos-
sible aggression is, unfortunately, still a probliemus, and iron and steel capacity is still tlestlsingle index of the war
potential of a modern state. For all these reagomsist be for the nation and not for private oventer decide what the
capacity of the British iron and steel industry gldabe, and this again can only be done effectiifelye nation becomes
the owner. . . .

We, therefore, propose in the Bill that there shallan Iron and Steel Corporation of Great Britaiming all the securi-
ties of the major concerns at the core of the itrgitthat is, the sections of the industry respadlesfbr the production of
iron ore, pig iron, ingot steel or the hot rollin§steel. These arc the activities defined in thed®d Schedule. The Cor
poration is empowered to enter the business of pteduction and its ancillary activities, but & intended that it shall
normally operate through the companies it will oWhe Corporation will inherit all the powers thengeanies possess i
their memoranda of association, but none of thepaones can alter its own memorandum without theseonof the

Minister.

The Minister can give the Corporation directionsafeneral character which appear to him to affechational interest.
It is, of course, essential that there shall bectbhsest co-operation between the Minister andbgoration on all mat-
ters of general concern. The Corporation must hia@anational interests, as seen by the Governnfgheaay, constan-
tly before it. The Minister is able to order thatyaof the activities of the Corporation or any,itsfcompanies be stopped
or restricted. . . .

The Corporation will be the sole shareholder ofrgvmmpany that on the average of the years 19461847 produced
more than 50,000 tons of iron ore, produced Moaa tB0,000 tons of pig iron, or 20,000 tons of ingtetel, including
alloy steel, and shaped more than 20,000 tonsef by hot rolling. . . .[...]

It will enable our steel industry, which through key position could do so much to lessen the #gwafrtrade depres-
sions, to become an effective national instrumenpfanning full employment. It will offer greatsecurity to those who
work in it. It will enable our home consumers td fee steel they require at low cost. It will eralthe Colonies to get
the steel called for by their development plansvilitenable us to co-operate the better with theges of Europe in the
revival of the industrial prosperity of that cordtint and the strengthening of its democratic foundat It is for these
great ends that we are asking Parliament to MakeiBs iron and steel monopoly the servant rathan the master of
the British people.

Source: Hansard, Parliamentary Debates (House of Comn@fiigial Report, 5th Series), Vol 458, (London: HKAS
1948), cols. 53-78 ; http://www.fordham.edu/halsatld/1948-ironsteel-nationalisation.html
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