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A British Product 

For Personal Cabin . Use 

THE EDDYSTONE '670' Marine receiver HAS BEEN SPEC IALLY DESIGN ED 

FOR USE O N BOARD SHIP . IT OPERATES EQUALLY WEL L FROM A .C. OR D .C . MAINS AND T HE 

PER FOR MA NCE, BOTH IN RANGE AND TONE , IS MUCH SUPE RIOR TO A N ORDINARY DOM ESTIC 

RECEIVER. MAN Y SH IPS NOW CARRY T H IS SET A N D , FOR RELIAB LE ENT ERTA INMENT, YOU 

TOO SHOULD CONSIDER HAVI N G A • 670 ' OF YOUR OW N 

Contact the sole agents in Aden , 

Said Ahmed O. Bazara & Bros. 
IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS 

GENERAL MERCHANTS AND COMMISSION AGENTS 

Aden • Arabia 
Telephone No. 246 Cable Address: U ALETlHAD " 

Other Specialities include 

COFFEE BEANS PERSIAN CARPETS 

TIMBER (j H EE 

INDIAN CARPETS BEDSTEADS, ETC. 

l 
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C.IRELAND{Aden)L TD 
Camp, Aden 

MANUFACTURERS' REPRESENTATIVES 

_ Representing 
GENERAL ACCIDENT FIRE AND LIFE ASSURANCE CORP. LTD. 
HERBERT WHITWORTH LTD. ( TEXTILES) 
DELHI CLOTH & GENERAL MJLLS CO. LTD. 
C. & E. MORTON LTD. 
t. ROSE & CO. LTD. (LIME JUICE/ SQUASHES) 
MACFARLANE LANG & CO. LTD. 
MEL TONIAN LTD. 
CADBURY-FRY EXPORT DEPARTMENT 
RECKITT & COLMAN LTD. 
KRAFT FOODS LIMITED 
BROWN & PANK 
COUNTY PERFUMERY CO. LTD. (BRYLCREEM PRODUCTS) 
J. C. ENO LIMITED 
MACLEANS LTD. 
BEECHAM ( NORTHERN) LTD. 
PRICHARD & CONSTANCE (MFG.) LTD. 

(SILVIKRIN & AMAMI PRODUCTS) 

REMINGTON RAND LTD. 
EDISON SW AN ELECTRIC CO. LTD. 
HERCULES CYCLE & MOTOR CO. l TO. 
JAS. WILLlAMSON & SON LTD. 
WM. SINCLAIR & SONS (STATIONERS) LTD. 
TAN SAD LTD. 
VONO LIMITED 
S. NOTON LIMITED (TRAVEL CASES) 
WM. R. TOOD & SON LTD. (PAINTS AND VARNISHES) 
N. V. POLAK & SCHW ARZ, ZAANDAM 
SLAZENGERS LiMITED 
H. C. STEPHENS LTD. (INKS) 
NUGGET POLISH CO. (SALES) LTD. 
S. F. TURNER LTD., DUDLEY 
RUSHLITE BATTERIES LTD. 
OLYMPIA OIL & CAKE CO. LTD. 
SOCIETE DES MONTRES "WEST END" S.A. 
OLLARD WESTCOMBE & CO. LTD., BIRMINGHAM (" CAMEO" BELTS) 
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Telegrams: "BESSE, ADEN" Telephone Nos. 446, 447 and 448 

A. BESSE & CO. (ADEN) LlD 
GENERAL MERCHANTS' IMPORTERS • EXPORTERS • GOVERNMENT 
AND BUILDING CONTRACTORS' SHIP REPAIRERS' REFRIGERATION 

AND RADIO;- ,ENGINEERS 

Representing: 

THE SHELL COM'P'ANY OF ADEN LTD. 
SOCIETE DE CONSTRUCTION DES BATIGNOLLES 

Owners of: 

SOAP FACTORY, MOTOR REPAIR AND SERV ICE STATION, etc. 

Branches and A ge ncies a t: 

ETHIOPIA: Addis Ababa, Diredawa and Dessie . 
ERITREA: Assab , Asmara and Massawa . 
FRENCH and BRITISH SOMALI LAND: Djibouti, Berbera, etc. 
SOMALIA: Mogadiscio, Bunder Kassim. 
SUDAN: Port Sudan . 
YEMEN: Hodelda . HADRAUMAUT: Mukalla, Shehr . 

Pro'prietors of: 

CRESCENT HOTEL 
Modern and up-to-date . 

The only one of its ki nd in Aden. 

Aerialite Ltd. 
Acrow 
Associated Brit ish Oil Engines. 
Austin Motor Export Corporation. 
British Ropes Ltd . ' 
Carrier Corporat ion. 
Chloride Batteries Ltd . 
Chr. Beck & Sohne Ag. Binoculars. 
Chrysler Corporation. 
Ciba Dyes, Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals . 
Citrus Board, South Africa. 
J. V. Drake! and Co., Ltd. 
Duratube and Wi re Ltd. 
Francolor Dyes and Chemicals. 
Gilbeys Gin, Whisky, Rum, etc. 
Goodyear Tyres and Tubes. 
P. Gossen Sixtomat Exposure Meters 
Graflex Cameras. 
L. G. Harris and Co., Ltd. 
Heinekens Lager Beer. 

Agents for: 
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Imperial Chemical Industries Ltd. 
International Marine Radio Co., Ltd . 
International Paints Ltd. 
Jaguar Cars Ltd . 
Kelvinator Ltd. 
Kodak Ltd. 
Lancia Trucks and Cars. 
Marelli Fans and Electric.al Equipment. 
Nash Kelvinator Corporation. 
Philips Lamps and Radios. 
N.V. Philips-Roxane Vitamin Products. 
Rolleicord and Rolleiflex Cameras . 
Sandoz Ltd. 
Simplex Electric Co. Ltd. 
Specialloid Ltd. 
Sunbeam Cycles Ltd. 
Tissot Watches. 
Underwood Corporation. 
Willys Overland Export Corporation. 
Winthrop Products Ltd. 

:!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 tl!: 

THE 
EASTERN 
BANK LTD. 

Head Office: 

2and3CROSBYSQUARE 

LONDON, E.C.3 

Subscribed Capital 

Paid up Capital 

Reserve Fund 

£2,000,000 

£ 1,000,000 

£1,250,000 

All descriptions of Banking 
and Exchange business undertaken 

Branches in: 

IRAQ, PERSIAN GULF, ADEN 
INDIA, PAKISTAN, CEYLON 
SINGAPORE and MALAYA 

Aden Branch: 
CRATER 

A sub .. branch will be opened at Steamer Point 

during the current year 

,:jllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll fill 1111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 I 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111j; 
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Paul Hies & Sons 
(ADEN) LI~IITED 

Established 1865 

AFFILIATED COMPANIES AND BRANCHE~ IN 

FRANCE- Marseille 
ETHIOPIA- Addis Ababa, Dessie, Djimmah, Diredawa 
ERITREA- Asmara, Assab 
FRENCH SOMAL.B:LAND-Djibouti 
BRITISH SOMALILAND- Berbera, Hargeisa 
YEMEN- Hodeida 

IMPORTERS EXPORTERS: GENERAL MERCHANTS MANUFACTURERS' 
REPRESENTATIVES : TRANSIT AND FORWARDING AGENTS : SURVEYING AGENTS 
OF THE COMITE CENTRAL DES ASSUREURS MARlTIMES DE FRANCE : SETTLING 
AGENTS OF SEVERAL FRENCH INSURANCE COMPANIES : AGENTS OF THE SOUTH 
BRITISH INSURANCE COMPANY FOR ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE, INCLUDING 

MARINE 

COFFEE AND GUMS HIDES AND SKINS 

REPRESENTIN G 

ROLLS·ROYCE LTD. 
(Rolls-Royce and BenlJley Cars) 

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION 
~Pontiac, Oldsmobile, G.M.C. Trucks) 

CITROEN CARS LTD. 

S.A. ANDRE CITROEN, Paris 

OPEL CARS LTD. 

INNOCENTI S.G. 
(Lambretta Motor Scooters) 

U NITED STATES RU BBER EXPORT CO. LTD. 
(Tyres and Tubes) 

DOMINION RUBBER CO. LTD. 
(Tyres and Tubes) 

SOLEX LTD. 
(Carburettors) 

FRIGIDAIRE PRODUCTS 
(Refrigerators, Water-Coolers, 

Air-Conditioning, etc.) 

EUTECTIC WELDING ALLOYS CO. INC. 
(Welding Rods and Fluxes) 
AIR LlQUIDE 
(Oxygen and Acetylene Gas) 
TELEFUNKEN 
(Radios) 
F. H. BIDDLE LTD. 
(Air-Conditioning Equipment) 
BROOKE'S FANS 
PREMIER ELECTRIC HEATERS 
(Home Laundry Equipment) 
KENWOOD MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 
(Food Mixers) 
DOLLFUS MIEG & CIE 
(D.M.C. Threads) 
BEC K'S BEERS 
FOPEX 
(Foca Cameras) 
SOCIETE DES RAFFINERIES DE SUCRE 

ST. LOUIS, Marseille 

FULLY EQUIPPED WORKSHOPS AND SERVICE STATION UNDER EXPERT 
EUROPEAN SUPERVISION 

Welding Equipment, Refrigeration Equipment and Servicing 

ALL MECHANICAL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN, INCLUDING PETROL AND DIESEL 
ENGINES, RADIOS, REFRIGERATORS, AIR-CONDITIONING APPARATUS, ETe. 

Cables: "RIES" ADEN Telephone : 361, 332, 617 
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L. Savon & Hies 
(ADEN SHIPPING) co. I.JTD. 

(Incorporated in Aden) 

Postal Address: CRATER, ADEN 

Cables : .. SAVON," .. SAVRIES," .. MESSAGERIE" Telephone 332, 619 , 361 

Shipping Agents Stevedores 

Tug and Lighter Owners Charterers and 

Coal Bunker Contractors 

Regular Service to all Red Sea Ports by own Coastal Vessels. 

London Representatives: 

MOXEY, SAVON & CO. LTD. 

24 St. Mary Axe, LONDON, E.C.3 

ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 

Djibouti f 
Addis Ababa Soc . Mariti me L. Savon & Ries 
Assab 

Hodeidah L. Savon & Ries (Aden Shipping) Co. Ltd. 

Berbera Paul Ries & Sons (Aden) Ltd. 

Alexandria 1 
Port Said 
Suez J L. Savon & Co. Ltd. 

Cairo 

AGENTS FOR: 

MESSAGERIES MARITIMES 

LLOYD TRIESTINO 

MAERSK LINE 

CHARGEURS REUNIS 

L. DREYFUS & CIE 

etc., etc. 

BOOKING AGENTS FOR PRINCIPAL AIR LINES 

(Members of I.A.T.A.) 
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~ 
IHE HALAL SHIPPING CO. LID 

CABLES : "HALAL," ADEN. " B ESSE," A DEN 

Managing Agents: A . BESSE & CO. (ADEN) LTD. 

world-wide freig-ht and passeng-er services 

FROM ADEN AND RED SEA PORTS 

SHIPOWNERS CHARTERERS FREIGHT CONTRACTORS LIGHTERMEN 
STEVEDORES • WAREHOUSEMEN 

SHIPPING, FORWARDING, CLEARING, CARGO SURVEYING AND 
SUPERINTENDING AGENTS 

Registered Office: 106 WESTON STREET, LONDON, S.E.1 

Agents for: 

Agence Maritime Internationale 
American Export Lines Inc. 

American President Lines 
Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Co. Ltd. 

Deutsche Ost-Afrika-Linie 
Ffast Asiatic Co. Ltd., Copenhagen 

Eagle Oil & Shipping Co. Ltd. 

Crossley Bros., Ltd. 

Glen Line Ltd. 
Holland-oost-azie Lijn 
India Steamship Co. Ltd. 
Swedish East Asia Co. Ltd. 
\V. A. Souter ' & Co. Ltd. 
Waterman Steamship Corp. 
Wilh. Wilhelmsen, etc. 

Fairmile Construction · Co. Ltd. 
Ferguson & Timpson Ltd. 
General Superintendence Co. Ltd. 
International Paints Ltd. 

WORKSHOPS 
Repairs of every description to ships hulls, engines and boilers under fully qualified 

European supervision 

DRYDOCI~ 

Length: 347ft. Breadth: 69ft. Draft on Sill: 18ft. Lifting Capacity: 2,000 tons 

Fleet: 
m.v.EL AMIN 
m.v.EL HAK -
m.v.EL HALAL 

W ELDI NG EQUIP MENT AND ELECTRIC LIGH TI NG 

746 tons gross 
1,022 
2238 
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m.v.EL KERYM 
m.v.EL NAB EEL 
New building - -

- 2,067 tons gross 
- 1,735 

1,700 " (about) 

WE REPRESENT IN AliEN· ••• 

Biro Swan Ltd. 
W. J. Bush & Co., Ltd. 
Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd. 
Joshua Hoyle .& Sons, Ltd. 
K~ver Holland Brewery 
Macdonald & Muir L td . 
Tootal Broadhurst Lee & Co., Ltd. 
Ur,.iversal Postal Frankers Ltd. 
Consolidated Pneumatic Tool & Co., Ltd. 
Frigidaire Ltd. 
Bowater Sales Ltd. 
Johnson & Phillips Ltd. 
Tangyes Ltd. 
General Motors Corporation (Chevrolet, 

Buick, Bedford, Vauxhall) 
Michelin Tyre Co., Ltd. 
Joseph Lucas & Co., Ltd. 
Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd . 
Rover Company Ltd. (Land Rover, Rover 75) 

INSURANCE COMPANIES 
The London Assurance (Fire, Marine and 

Accident) 
Employer's Liability Assurance Corp., Ltd. 
Gresham Life Assurance Society Ltd. 

SHIPOWNERS 
Atlantic Shippin~Agencies, Montreal 
F. Boero, Mogadiscio 
Capeside Steamship Co., Ltd., London 
Fearnley & Eger, Oslo 
A. F. Klavness & Co., Ltd. 
National Bulk Carriers Inc., New York 
Sabean Utility Corporation 
SIr William Reardon Smith '& Sons, Ltd. 
Sun Shipping Co., Ltd. 
The Saint Line Ltd. 
Union Maritime Co., Ltd., London 
Wheelock, Marden & Co., Ltd. 
Concordia Line . 
Orion .Sliipping & Trading Co., Jnc., 

New York 
United Towing Co. 
A. 1. Burbank & Co., Ltd., New York 

AIRWAYS DEPARTMENT 
General Sales Agencies: 
Air India International, Air France, Misrair 
Correspondents and Booking Agents: 
Aden Airways, B.O.A.C., and all Principal 

Airlines 

MITCDELL 
& Company (Middle .~ast) Ltd 
COT T S HOUSE, eRA T ER I A DE N 

TELEPHONES : 

GENERAL OFFICE: (Shipping, Merchandise and Service Station) 516 & 589 INSURANCE : 528 AIR BOOKINGS : 528 
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MITCHELL COTTS & co. (Middle East) LTD., COTTS HOUSE, CRATER, ADEN 

By Appointment to the late King George VI 
Manufacturers of Land-Rm:ers 

The Rover Co. Ltd. 

Tough loads ... rough roads ... 

thel~ ... 

ROVER can take it! .. 

Mitchell Cotts & Co. (Middle East) Ltd. 
Cotts House~ Crater ~ Aden 

~IADE BY THE ROVER COMPANY LIMITED • SOLIHULL, BIRMINGHAM ALSO DEVONSHIRE HOUSE' LONDON 



TEL. "COWASJEE" ESTD. 1854 PHONE: 36~ / 63 / 63G 

COWASJEE DINSHAW & BROS. 
steamer Point 

ADEN 

(Branches: BOMBAY, ZANZIBAR. DAR-ES-SALAAM, HODEIDAH, BERBERA, DJIBOUTI) 

Agents for several important shipping companies 

also 

SHIP OWNERS, DRY DOCK OWNERS, TUG AND LIGHTER OWNERS, 

STEVEDORES, WAREHOUSEMEN, SHIP CHANDLERS, LANDING AND 

SHIPPING CONTRACTORS, WATER SUPPLIERS TO SHIPPING, 

NAVAL, ARMY AND R.A.F. CONTRACTORS, STEAM LAUNDRY AND 

PRINTING PRESS OWNERS. CLEARING AND FORWARDING AGENTS. 

LANDLORDS. PROVISIONS AND GENERAL MERCHANTS. CHEMISTS 

AND DRUGGISTS. 

Agents for: 

Well-known British and Indian Insurance 
Companies. 

Angli ss Australian Provisions. 

Pye Radios. 

Famous Black and White Whisky. 

Whitbreads and Falcon Beer. 

Martell Brandy. 

Booth's" House of Lords" Gin. 

Geo. G. Sandeman Sons and Co. Ltd. 
Port and Sherry. 

Drambuie Liqueur. 

Pommery and Greno Champagne. 

Joseph E. Seag ram's V.O. Canadian Whisky. 
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Representatives of : 

Ford Company of Canada and Dagenham, 
Essex. 

Seiberling Tyres and Tubes. 

Champion Plugs. 

British Paints Ltd. 

Enfield's Electric Cables. 

Radex Oil Additives. 

&&C. 
Known throughout the world as the G.E.C., The General Electric Company Limited 

of England are the largest electrical manufacturers in Great Britain. They supply 

single items of electrical equipment. or complete electrical installations on the largest 

scale for any purpose concerned with the generation, transmission, distribution, or 

utilization of electric power. Their experience and advice. and also the full range 

of G .E.C. products, are available in Aden through their agents: 

THE ARABIAN TRADING CO. LTD. 

Illustrated is a 

20,000 kv, 3 phase 

transformer, fitted 

with 132 kv on

load tap ch anger, 

as su pplied by 

G .E.C. to 

The British 

Electrical 
Authority. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY LIMITED OF ENGLAND 

11 
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Tel.: Kaiky ADEN Phone 262 

MUN(JDERJEE EDULJEE MANE(;KJEE 

Sole Proprietor: 

KAIKY MUNCHERJEE 

Ship chandlers and General Merchants 

since 1840 

SUPPLIERS OF PROVISIONS, DECK AND ENGINE ROOM STORES 

TO ALL MERCHANT SHIPPING 

Shipchandlers to all shipping agencies operating in Aden 

CONTRACTORS TO A LARGE NUMBER OF BRITISH, NORWEGIAN, DANISH, SWEDISH, 

DUTCH, ITALIAN, GERMAN, FRENCH AND AMERICAN SHIPOWNERS 

Exclusive suppliers to the French, Italian and Dutch Navies 

Sole Agents 'lnd Stockists: 

HEMPEL'S MARINE PAINTS (Copenhagen) 

ROTHMAN'S LTD., LONDON, S.W.l (Cigarettes & Tobaccos) 

Holder of decorations in recognition of meritorious services in the past 
from the following: 

1. H.M. QUEEN VICTORIA-January 1877-Certificate of Honour 

2. EMPEROR NAPOLEON III OF FRANCE- February 1863-:-GOLD MEDAL 

3. FRENCH GOVERNMENT- December 1947-0RDER OF 
" NICHAN-IFTIKHAR " 

• 
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F or more than a hundred years the P & 0 Flag 

has been seen in the Port of Aden, since in 1843 

the 2,000 ton "HINDOSTAN" called for the 

first time. 

Today liners of 15,000 tons to 28,000 tons call 

regularly en route to Europe or eastwards to India, 

Ceylon, Australia, Malaya and China. 

PENINSULAR AND ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION CO. 
HEAD OFFICE: 122 LEADEN HALL STREET, LONDON, E.C.l 

ADEN OFFICE: STEAMER POINT. AGENT: MR. J. HARLEY 

13 
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CORY BROTHERS & CO. LTD. 
ADEN 

Incorporat ed in Great 'Britain 

COAL BUNKERING 

CONTRACTORS 

SHIPPING & GENERAL AGENTS 

STEVEDORES ' 

TUG, LIGHTER AND WATER BOAT SERVICES 

STOCKISTS OF CEMENT, 

STEEL AN D G EN ERA L MER CH AND I S E 

INSURANCE BROKERS 

& SHIP REPAIRERS 

ASSOCIATED DEPOTS AND OFFICES 

BAH IA GENOA MADRID PORT SAID SIDON 

BAHIA BLANCA LA PLATA MONTEVIDEO RIO DE JANEIRO SUEZ 

BEYROUTH LAS PALMAS MONTREAL REGINA TANGIER 

BUE NOS AIRES LATAKIA PARIS SANTOS TENERIFFE 

COLOMBO MADEIRA PERNAMBUCO ST. VINCENT (CVI) TRIPOLI 

SHIPPING AGENCIES INCLUDE 
Anchor Line Limited . Bank Line Limited . Clan Line Limited . City Li ne Lim ited . Cunard White Star Limited 
El lerman & Bucknall S.S . Co. Ltd. ' . Hall Line Limited . H lrrison , Thos . & Jas . . Harrison , J. & C. . Hogarth , H. & Son 

fEPRESENTING 
Standard Vacuum Oil Co .. Royal Exchange Assurance Corp .. Marine Assurance Co. . Board of Underwriters of New York 

American Bureau. of Shipping . Bureau Veritas 

.Agents (or BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION Representing POWELL DfJFFRYN (AIR) LTD 
186 
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Bunkering throughout 
the world 

CORY BROTHERS & CO. LTD. , 
(Incorporating GUERET LLEWELLYN & MERRETT LTD.) 

Coal & Oil Suppliers • Bunkering Contractors 

Shipping & General Agents 

Head Office: CORYS' BUILDINGS, CARDIFF 
Telegrams: CORY, CARDIFF 

London Office: CORYS' BUILDINGS, ST. MARY AXE, 
E.C.S. Telegrams: CORY, STOCK, LONDON 

Branch Offices in U.K.: Glasgow, Hull, Liverpool, 
Newcastle, Newport, Mon., Port Talbot, Swansea 
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ADEN 
BAHIA* 

BAHIA BLANCA 
BEYROUTH 

BUENOS Alfr ES 
COLOMBO 
GENOA 

GIBRALTAR 
LAS PALMAS 

LATAKIA 
LISBON 

MONTEVI DEO 
MONTREAL 

OPORTO 

PERNAMBUCO 
PORT SAID* 

ST. VINCENT (C.V.I.)* 
SIDON (ZAHRAN I) 
SUEZ* 

TANGIER 
TEN ER IFFE 

TRIPOLI ( LEBANON) 

*Lloyd's Agents 
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Piracy 

~ . ' -=::.-----

and the Port 
Throughout the centuries Aden has been recognised as a leading trading centre; yet it was an 
act of piracy that prompted Britain to take control of this vital' port. 
In r838 an Indian ship was plundered off the Aden coast. The reaction was swift, and at the 
instigation of the East India Company a military expedition was despatched from Bombay. 
After an initial bombardment the port was taken by 700 troops, and Captain Haines of the 
Indian Navy installed as the first British Resident. 
Today, Aden's prosperity springs not only from the trade of the surrounding territories which 
passes through the port but also from its unique position as a refuelling centre for oil and coal 
on the main eastern trade route. To facilitate the business of those concerned with eastern 
trade there are two branches of the National Bank of India-Camp Office and Steamer Point. 
Through their long-standing associations the National Bank of India have an unrivalled know
ledge of the many problems peculiar to eastern commerce. Call at any National Bank of India 
branch, the Manager there will be pleased to give you details of the Bank's services to traders. 

NATIONAL BANI( OF INDIA LIMITED 
Head Office: . 26 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 
BANKERS TO THE GOVERNMENT IN Aden, Kenya, Uganda & Zanzibar 

A comprehensive banking service is available at the Bank's branches in 
INDIA, PAKISTAN, CEYLON, BURMA, KE NYA, ZANZIBAR, UGANDA, TANGANYIK.I\, 

SOMALI LAND PROTECTORATE, and at CAMP AND STEAMER POINT ADEN. 
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Royal Visitors 
The Port of Aden and the whole Colony' look 

forward with eager anticipation to the opportunity 
to express their loyalty and devotion afforded 
by the forthcoming visit of Her Majesty the 
Queen, accompanied by her husband, the Duke of 

Edinburgh. 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 
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Aden Port Trust 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Chairman: 

THE HON.R. P. ERRINGTON 

Members: 
MR. DINSHAW H . C . DINSHAW, O.B.E. 

MR. JACK HARLEY. 

MR. W . T. CRUICKSHANK. 

MR. I. HUGHES-JONES. 

LIEUT-COMMDR. A. TYSON, R.N. 
WING-COMMDR. S. H. LATHAM, R.A.F. 

MR.!. G. GORDON. 

THE HON. P. A . P. ROBERTSON 

THE HON. ABDUL JAWAD HASSANALI 

CAPTAIN R . DWYER. 

Officers: 

CHIEF ENGINEER - - - MR. A. GRAY, O.B.E., Assoc.M.INST.C.E . 

PORT OFFICER - - - LIEUT.-COMMDR. P. L. S. BAXENDALE, R.N.R. (Rtd.) 
HARBOUR MASTER - - - MR. E. \VOOD. 

CHIEF ACCOUNTANT - - - MR. G. H. ROBINSON, A.S.A.A., A.A.C.C.A., A.C.LS. 

WHARF SUPERINTENDENT - - - MR. J. R ALLAN 

The cover picture is Q reproduction of Q coloured photograph by Dr. He'rbert Greene. 

PORT OF ADEN ANNUAL, 1953-1954 
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Government 

Guards 

T HE rulers of the States of the Western 
Aden Protectorate with few exceptions main

, tain no considerable body of regularly paid 
soldiers, being more accustomed to rely on the 
feudal services of their subjects in times of trouble 
or, in some cases, on paid mercenaries. It there
fore became necessary for the Government of 
Aden as a primary consideration to create a force 
which would be available for internal security 
work and at the same time could be used for a 
sedative within Protectorate limits in areas ad
jacent to the Yemen Border where there were 
likely to be inter-tribal disputes between tribes liv
ing on either side of the Border. 

Consideration was given to the problem, and in 
1937 Major B. W. Seager, C.M.G., O.B.E., who 
was at that time the first Political Officer, made a 
suggestion to the Government that a Frontier 
Force should be formed approximately one hun
dred strong. This Frontier Force was to be avail
able for maintaining security in the neighbourhood 
of the Frontier and it was suggested that they 
should be known as the "Government Guards" 
and that Captain the Hon. R. A. B. Hamilton, at 
that time second Political Officer and now Lord 
Belhaven and Stenton, should be given command 
and should be responsible for the raising of, the 
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An Audhali sentry 

organization of, and the training of the pro
posed unit. By March 1938 approval had been re
ceived from the Secretary of State and work started 
at Sheikh Othman, where Captain Hamilton set 
up his headquarters in one of the numerous date 
gardens . 

Now, fifteen years later, the Government Guards 
hcve reached a strength of over 500 men. 
They are dispersed in numerous posts throughout 
the Western Aden Protectorate with their head
quarters and a small reserve at Khormaksar in 
Aden Colony, and are commanded by a perma
nent Commandant who has four British and four
teen Arab officers to help him in his task. 

The Guards wear distinctive uniforms consist
ing of khaki shorts, khaki shirts with short sleeves, 
Cl. leather belt superimposed on a khaki cummer
bund, puttees and sandals of local manufacture. 
On their heads they wear a distinctive black tur
ban with a green flash on which is superimposed 
their crest of crossed rifles. They are armed with 
modern rifles and in the posts with automatic 



The mosque in the Government Guard lines. 

weapons and they are prepared to travel anywhere 
in their own lorries, on foot or by camel, as re
quired by the terrain over which they are working. 

They are recruited from all the tribes of the 
Western Aden Protectorate and no attempt is 
made to segregate tribes from each other. Thus in 
a guard which may be provided for the Governor 
when in camp in the Protectorate, out of twelve 
men forming the guard no less than eight different 
tribes may be represented. Similarly promotion is 
normally by efficiency combined with seniority, and 
there are no class or tribal composition rules 
which require there to be so many officers or 
N.C.O.s of any particular tribe. At work in the 
Protectorate and when training at their depot in 
the Colony, tribal feuds are forgotten and the same 
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conditions prevail as did in the Indian Army in 
such well-known regiments as the Guides, who 
often had men from frontier districts serving who 
were at feud with each other. Feuds are at least in 
abeyance if not forgotten altogether while serving 
the Queen. 

The organization of the Guards has always been 
somewhat difficult because the nature of their 
work requires them to man posts as well as be 
available for emergency operations, and the most 
satisfactory unit of command has been found to 
bl? fourteen men. The Guards are now provided 
with their own transport and are paid the same 
monthly rates as the Aden Protectorate Levies and 
draw exactly the same scale of rations which are 
distributed monthly to posts in their own transport. 

Right: Arab 
officers in plain 
clothes and uni
fonn. 

Below: An 
armed guard. 

Except for the British and Arab officers the men 
are not pensionable but receive on discharge a 
gratuity based on the length of their service; in 
addition they are entitled to disablement gratuities 
and a gratuity is paid to the relatives of any 
Government Guard who is killed or dies of wounds 
while on duty, the recruitment policy being 
that except for outstanding men a fairly quick 
turnover should take place. Thus a large propor
tion of the able-bodied tribesmen of the Protec
torate benefit by a few years' discipline and train-
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ing in the Government Guards, during which time 
they will see something of the world outside their 
own villages and will acquire a knowledge and 
understanding of British methods and policy. 

You will find the Guards in permanent posts in 
the most disagreeable parts of the Protectorate, 
miles from their base, but in constant touch by 
wireless telegraphy. They form escorts to the 
Governor and Political Officers on the rare occa
sions when the necessity arises. They aid the local 
State authorities in enforcing their laws and some
times in collecting their customs dues. Two of 
them have been selected as orderlies to the 
Governor and are ready at a moment's notice to 
travel with him by air, car or camel to any part 
of the two Protectorates to which duty may call. 

Their appearance in the Eastern Aden Protec
torate is not really welcome, for the equivalent of 
the Guards there, the Hadhrami Beduin Legion, a 
very fine body of men indeed, feel that they tres
pass on their preserves. Lastly, there is always the 
small reserve in Aden, the members of which may 
be called out at any time to help their own men 
attacked in some post or to aid one of the rulers 
who is having difficulty in maintaining security in 
hi~ area. However, whatever may be their task, 
you will find the Guards well turned out. smart in 
appearance and always cheerful. Their bearing is 
proud, for they come of a proud people who 
acknowledge no other race as superior. To this 
natural pride is added professional pride-for are 
tlley not the Government Guards? 



X
THOUGH the beginning of the letter post is lost in pre
history, and a postage stamp functioning as a p:)st-mark was 
in use in the seventeenth century, the first stamps for the 

prepayment of letter postage were intro?uced by ~ir ~oland Hill 
only a little more than a century ago. SIr Roland, I~spIred b~ the 
need for post office reform and a desire to stop a leak III the natIonal 
revenue, could not possibly have foreseen the ultimate repercussions 
of his work; for within a short time of the introduction of the 
postage stamp philately was born, to become as contagious as 
mumps, as international as trade, as lucrative as art. 

Stamp collecting appears to have emerged from mere a~cumul~
tion, for, bearing in mind that postage stamps were first Issued III 

1840, the earliest evidence that all used stamps were not discarded 
is found in an advertisement in The Times in 1841: " A young 
lady, being desirous of covering her dressing-room . with cancelled 
postage stamps, has been so far encouraged in her wish by private 
friends as to have succeeded in collecting 16,000. These, however, 
being insufficient, she will be greatly obliged if any good-natured 
persons who may have these (otherwise useless) little articles at their 
disposal would assist her in her whimsical project." We know 
'nothing, unfortunately, about the response to this appeal, but the 
accumulation of postage stamps became a craze, from which 
emerged the more worthy and discriminating hobby of collecting. 

The stamps for the Colony of Aden and for the Protectorates, 
although prized by philatelists, are of comparatively recent origin, 
having been first issued in 1937, when Aden ceased to be part of 
British India and was constituted as a colony. The issue consisted 
of twelve stamps in Indian currency, the design featuring one of 
the most picturesque craft of the Aden seaboard, the Arab dhow. 
When it was decided to reproduce on the stamps a picture of this type 
of vessel, Sir Bernard Reilly, K.C.M.G., then the Governor of Aden, 
arranged for Major B. M. Seager, C.M.G., the present British Agent 
for the Western Aden Protectorate, to sail a dhow up and down 
the harbour while a series of photographs to serve as a prototype 
for the design were taken. 

On January 18, 1939, the first issue was withdrawn, to be replaced 
by one marking the centenary of the British occupation of Aden. 
This new issue consisted of twelve stamps in six different designs ; 
the twelve colours, ranging from green to violet and sepia, indicated 
denominations from a half anna to ten rupees. The six designs 
used were inspired by the colourful Aden background and were 
beautifully executed. They were as follows: t ann a and 2 annas
the Aidrus Mosque at Crater, in Aden, a shrine of special venera
tion; i anna and 5 rupees-a trooper of the former Aden 
Protectorate Levies (and it is worth noting that the camel on which 
he is mounted is ~till, despite the wonders of modern transport, a 
useful link in Aden's land communications); 1 anna and 2 rupees 
-Aden Harbour, showing the signal station which is one of the 
world's famous seamarks; It annas and 1 rupee-a typical Aden 
dhow ; 2t annas and 8 annas-a view of Mukalla, the most 
important town in the Eastern Aden Protectorate, the principal 
port of the Hadhramaut and the seat of both the Sultan of the 
Qu'aiti State of Shihr and Mukalla and of the Resident Adviser; 
3 annas, 14 annas (issued 1945) and 10 rupees-the capture of 
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STAMPS 

OF 

ADEN 

Aden, reproduced from a contemporary water-colour sketch in the 
Aden Museum. 

In 1951 the Colony adopted East African in place of the hitherto
used Indian currency, and on October 1 of that year the 1939 issue 
of postage stamps was overprinted as follows: 1 anna-5 cents ; 
2 annas-l0 cents; 2t annas-15 cents; 3 annas-20 cents; 8 annas 
-30 cents; 8 annas-50 cents; 14 annas-70 cents; 1 rupee-l 
shilling; 2 rupees-2 shillings; 5 rupees-5 shillings; 10 rupees-
10 shillings. 

The Aden Protectorates, with a total area of some 112,000 square 
miles, and a population of about 630,000, use the stamps of Aden 
Colony, with the exception of the Hadhramaut, consisting of the 
Qu'aiti State of Shihr and Mukalla and the Kathiri State of Seiyun. 
Special stamps for these two states were first issued in 1940. 

The stamps for Shihr and Mukalla are as follows: t anna, i ann a 
and 1 anna-the portrait of His Highness Sultan Sir Salih bin 
Ghalib al Qu'aiti, K.C.M.G., ruler over the Qu'aiti State; It annas 
-Mukalla Harbour; 2 annas-the Gateway of Shihr, the principal 
port of Kathiri territory and the main entrepot for the eastern 
Hadhramaut; 2t ann as-view of Shibam, capital of the Qu'aiti 
province of that name, showing the characteristic architecture of 
the Hadhramaut; 3 annas-outpost of 11ukalla, typical of the 
fortresses which formerly guarded towns in the Hadhramaut; 8 
annas-Einat, a venerated religious centre and place of sanctuary ; 
1 rupee-Du'an, showing the castle of the Governors of the province 
of that name; 2 rupees-mosque in Hureidha, a centre of religious 
teaching; 5 rupees-Meshhed, a town in Du'an Province, the site 
of an annual camel market. 

Stamps of the Kathiri State of Seiyun, the other state of the 
Hadhramaut issuing its own stamps, are as follows: t anna, i anna 
and 1 ann a-portrait of Sultan Ja'far bin Mansur al Kathiri, ruler 
over Kathiri State; 1 t annas-Seiyun, the largest town in the state, 
showing the Kathiri Sultans' palace; 2 ann as-Tarim, showing the 
highest minaret in the Hadhramaut; 2t and 8 annas-mosque at 
Seiyun; 3 ann as-another view of Tarim, showing a palace which, 
incidentally, is equipped with electricity, telephones, ice plant, 
running water, and other western facilities; 1 rupee-the South . 
Gate at Tarim, a fine example of ancient architecture in the 
Hadhramaut; 2 rupees-a Kathiri house; 5 rupees-door of a 
mosque in Tarim. 

A new issue of Aden Colony stamps printed in denominations 
of East African currency was issued on June 15, 1953, and 
the overprinted issue was withdrawn. This new issue includes 
a portrait of H.M. the Queen, together with the Royal Crown, and 
the territorial titles and values appear in both English and Arabic. 
The designs of the pictorial stamps are typical of Aden life. 

To commemorate the Coronation last June, special stamps for 
Aden, Shihr and Mukalla, and Seiyun were issued. These 15-cent 
stamps consist of a reproduction of the Queen's head in a medallion 
with the inscription "Coronation June 1953." Whatever these 
stamps may come to mean to philatelists after the passage of time, 
they were significant at the time of issue of the jubilation felt in 
the Colony at the great event of 1953, for Aden is rightly regarded 
as one of Her Majesty's most loyal domains. 
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ROYAL 
OCCASIONS 

Left: At the Aden Coronation Day 
parade, H .E. the Governor takes the 

salute. 

Above: The Camel 
Company of the 
Aden Protectorate 
Levies in the Queen's 
birthday parade at 

Aden. 

Left: T he Aden 
Levies marching past 
with other Colonial 
contingents in the 
Coronation proces
sion in London. 

Photo: C.O.!. 
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Refinery at Little Aden 

BEFORE long the countries of the British 
Commonwealth will be in a position to meet 
virtually all their oil requirements from the 

output of their own refineries. Outside of the 
United Kingdom and Canada, which are already 
in this position, about £150 million is being spent 
on building and expanding refineries which will 
be capable of dealing with over twenty million 
tons of oil annually, an amount expected to cover 
consumption. Today, existing refineries outside . 
the United Kingdom and Canada handle only eight 
million tons of oil a year. 

The largest of the individual refineries now 
being built in the Commonwealth is sited at Little 
Aden, six miles across the bay from Aden, where 
Aden Petroleum Refinery Ltd. (a subsidiary of 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Co.) will by 1955 be refining 
five million tons of oil annually. 

Since the standstill at Anglo-Iranian's Abadan 
refinery in 1951, the company has had to carry oil 
from the Persian Gulf to its European refineries 
and ship the finished products back to the Aden 
and African marketing areas. As Aden is one of 
the biggest consumers for ships' bunkers in the 
world, this has meant a heavy demand on tankers. 
Even before Abadan was closed plans were drawn 

up for a refinery at Aden, mainly to cater for the 
fuel oil demand supplied through B.P. (Aden) 
Ltd., a subsidiary of Anglo-Iranian. 

After negotiations with the Aden Government, 
which co-operated fully with the company's survey 
parties, work on a refinery and oil harbour esti
mated to cost between £40 million and £50 mil
hon began in November 1952. It is expected that 
the refinery will be operating by the end of 1954. 

Fuel oils and marine diesel oil, which v,ill be 
supplied to the existing bunkering installations at 
Aden by pipe-line round the bay from Little Aden, 
will be the main products of the refinery. Other 
products, which will include motor spirit, kerosene 
and gas oil, will be distributed to markets in the 
Red Sea, East Africa and South Africa. Aden is 
on the direct route from Anglo-Iranian's Persian 
Gulf crude oil sources to these markets, and the 
absorption of a considerable part of the refinery'S 
output in the Aden bunkering trade will mean 
economy in tanker transport, since this fuel will 
not require reshipment. 

Aden Petroleum Refinery Ltd. is co-operating 
with the Aden authorities to ensure that the whole 
new development at Little Aden will fit into their 
plans for overall development. The land on which 

Corner of the transport yard at Anglo-lranian's new refinery site. 
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Excavator at work in the breakwater area. 

the refinery is being built is leased from the Aden 
Government. Two hundred and seventy acres will 
bt occupied by the refinery and tank farm. In 
addition, a port capable of receiving five million 
tons of crude oil a year, and loading a proportion 
of the finished products into tankers, is being 
built. A township,' including quarters for the com
pany's employees, with amenities, shops, minor 
industries, and all municipal facilities, is planned, 
and building is to start in the near future. 

Nevertheless, the company will make every effort 
to avoid creating an exclusive industrial com
munity. It is intended that the area shall be de
veloped as a natural expansion of the town of 
Aden itself, and it is hoped that eventually homes 
will be built there by other interests so that the 
community will not represent so much an "oil 
town" as a cross-section of the life of the Colony. 
Anglo-Iranian will be responsible for building the 
tcwnship on behalf of the Aden Government, who 
will control the orderly development of the area 
and take over the public utility services, roads, 
lighting, water supplies and drainage, and operate 
them as a part of the local township authority. 

A British staff of about 250 will operate the re
finery, together with about 2,000 other skilled and 
unskilled employees. 

Work on the site officially began on November 

-, 

1, 1952, and for the first four and a half months 
the liner Dorsetshire served as a floating camp for 
about 350 of the contractors' employees. The num
ber of men on the site rapidly increased and by 
the end of March this year more than 4,000, in
cluding about 900 British, American and Dutch 
technicians, were at work. Others working on the 
site include men from Aden Colony and Aden 
Protectorate as well as Italians and others. 

One of the first tasks was the building of con
struction camps, each a temporary townlet com
plete with its own living quarters, mess, recreation 
centre, and other facilities. Built mainly from local 
materials, these camps were ready for occupation 
by locally recruited workmen in March. At the 
same time technicians occupied prefabricated 

, buildings shipped from Europe. As the labour 
force grows, the construction camps and other 
accommodation are being extended. In addition to 
accommodation buildings, stores, workshops, a 
temporary hospital and a garage were all erected 
and operating within four months. 
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Large quantities of explosives and accessories 
had necessarily to be brought in and stored at 
the outset of construction, and pending the build
ing of the magazine to hold forty tons on shore 
the explosives were accommodated in existing 
buildings on Square Island . 

In the five months from November 1952 to 
March 1953, 40,000 tons of equipment and 
materials poured into Aden, brought in 188 ships 
from the United Kingdom, Europe and America. 
At the same time 125 vessels carried a further 
6,000 tons of materials and equipment for the har
bour project. Off-loaded in Aden harbour on to 
barges, these cargoes were transported directly by 
water to the refinery site. This has created extra 
work for stevedores, but in no way has it dis
rupted the services of the port. 

Complementary with work on the refinery site, 
dredging of the harbour was started in February. 
Two dredgers, one suction and one bucket, have 
worked almost continuously to lift enormous 
quantities of sand, which is being pumped ashore 
to form a reclaimed area on which port adminis
tration buildings and tankage will be erected. 
Barges, tugs and launches, some of which were 
sailed from Europe, while others have been hired 
from local firms, are all being used to complete 
the harbour project during 1954. Rock in an 
almost continuous stream of large trucks is pour
ing into tlfe long bund that contains the reclaimed 
area and the breakwater which will~helter ships 
from the monsoon. 

Aden harbour authorities have co-operated fully 
with the contractors building the refinery and oil 
harbour. One instance of their assistance was when 
a load of steel pipes accidentally slipped into deep 
water in the harbour. Underwater detection gear 
was lent by the harbour authorities and the piping 
was quickly located and raised with the assistance 
of Aden Port Trust divers and equipment rented 
from the Port Trust. (See story on pages 44, 45.) 

During the building of the refinery and the new 
port 230,000 tons of material and equipment will 
b(; landed at Aden. More than half of this will 
come from the United Kingdom, while Europe 
and America will provide most of the remainder. 
Approximately 100,000 tons will be steel, to be 
used in the refinery plants, storage tanks and 
jetties. Over 2,000,000ft. of pipeline, ranging in 
diameter from -iin. to 5ft., is to be laid. Nearly 
20,000 tons of cement will be required to mix the 
180,000 cu. yds. of concrete which will go into the 
construction of the refinery and port. Several mil
lion board feet of timber for concrete shuttering 
is to be imported, while over 2,000,000 cu yds. 
of rock will be quarried for use in the construction 

of the bund wall, the breakwater, and other rubble 
mounds, and in mixing concrete. More than 
5,000,000 cu. yds. of sand will be dredged from 
the harbour and pumped ashore. 

In the. multiple conductor cables carrying power, 
light and telephone communication throughout the 
area there will be about 2,500 miles of single 
strand wire. Bulldozers, trucks, cranes and many 
other types of mechanical equipment are already 
being used by the main contractors, Middle East 
Bechtel Corporation, and George Wimpey and 
Co., whose construction plant alone is valued at 
£3,500,000. 

To use all this equipment an army of workmen 
is being recruited, and at the peak period, about 
the end of this year, over 12,000 men will be 
working on the refinery and harbour. Throughout 
construction their number will average 7,000, but 
for the peak approximately 1,000 tons of food 
must be imported each month. 

When completed, the refinery, with its various 
major and minor plants, power station, and ad
ministration buildings, will cover about 140 acres. 
The tank farm will occupy about the same area 

Artist's impression of the £40 million refinery, now under construction. 

27 



and the reclaimed area at the oil port about 200 
acres. 

Major plant will include two atmospheric distil
lation units in which the crude oil is separated by 
distillation into its various components. motor 
spirit. naphtha. kerosene •. gas oil. and diesel and 
fuel oils. Other plant will include a platforming 
unit. which improves the grade of motor spirit 
produced by the distillation units. and a sulphur 
d.ioxide extraction unit for improving the quality 
of kerosene. An autofining plant (an Anglo-lranian 
patent). into which the blended components of 
vapor.izing oil are fed for sulphur removal. is also 
to be installed. together with a number of small 
treatment units . Provision will be made for ex
panding the refinery in the future. 

A power station capable of generating over 
20.000 kilowatts will provide electricity for the 
refinery and housing area. and the output of the 
boiler battery installed for providing steam for the 
power station and refinery will be 600.000lb. per 
hour. 

Large quantities of cooling water are esseniial 
in a refinery and at Aden this water will be 
pumped from the sea at a rate of nearly four mil
lion gallons an hour. After circulation it will be 
returned through the latest type of oil / water 
separators. thus ensuring by all possible means 
that oil will not escape into the sea. 

Fresh-water requirements for domestic and in
dustrial purposes will amount to about one and 
three-quarter million gallons a day when the re
finery is operating fully and the housing amenities 
are fully developed. Company drillers are sinking 
wells in the vicinity of Bir Ahmed. and fresh water 
is already flowing to the refinery site through a 
temporary 6in. line. Eventually a 12in. pipe-line 
will be laid to the refinery. Ivfunicipal water storage 
tanks will be sited on the hills to the north-west 
of the refinery. Fresh water for boiler feed require
ments will be taken from evaporators, which will 
be fed from the sea. 

From the refinery. products will be pumped to 
the tank farm. where the storage tanks will be of 
all-welded construction. Those for motor spirit. 
kerosene and crude oil storage will be fitted with 
floating roofs. which eliminate the air space be
tween the liquid level and the tank top. thus re
ducing losses due to evaporation and preventing 
the accumulation of explosive vapours. 

The oil harbour to serve the refinery is to be 
sited on the eastern shore of the rocky promontory 
of Little Aden. approximately six miles by water 
Clnd twenty-eight miles by road from Aden. 

The main works involved in the constructio~' of 
the harbour are : 

1. A breakwater and a bund. The area enclosed 
by these will be filled with sand dredged in 
deepening the harbour and its approaches, 
and on it will ultimately be sited the port 
buildings and tankage. 

2. Dredging of the harbour and its approaches 
to depths of 40ft. and 38ft. respectively at 
low tide. 

3. The construction of four oil berths and mis
cellaneous tug and lighter berths. 

The total length of the breakwater is approxi
mately 3,700ft. and of the bund 9.000ft. They are 
being constructed of rock tipped into the sea. 
which at the end of the breakwater has a depth 
of 28ft. Approximately 1.200,000 cu. yds. of rock 
will have to be quarried to provide the necessary 
material. much of which is being tipped straight 
into position from large dump trucks. Both the 
breakwater and bund will be armoured with blocks 
of rock. some of which individually weigh as much 
as 8 tons. and a heavy concrete wave wall is to 
surmount the breakwater once the armouring has 
been placed in position by cranes. Rock for the 
project is being obtained from quarries which 
have been developed nearby on shore. 

The oil jetties will comprise one two-berth 
finger jetty and two one-berth T-head jetties. all 
designed to take the largest modern tankers of 
32.000 d.w. tons. At the roots of the jetties, gal
leys and smoke rooms are to be built for the use 
of the ships' crews. When the refinery is commis
sioned. two tugs. one fitted as a fire float. will 
handle shipping. while several company launches 
and a dredger will be based at the harbour. 

Government development works planned for 
Little Aden peninsula include a permanent high 
level road bridge over the Khor Bir Ahmed that 
will reduce the road distance from Little Aden to 
Aden by about eight miles. A temporary pontoon 
bridge is being erected immediately so that vehicles 
carrying construction equipment may also obtain 
the benefit of this reduced mileage. Two sections 
of this pontoon bridge will be removed to provide 
a navigation gap for traffic to proceed to and from 
the Little Aden Salt Works. 

The travelling time by road from Little Aden 
to Aden is being further reduced by a causeway 
tu be built across the Aden Inner Harbour. The 
road on this causeway will by-pass Khormaksar 
airfield. where at present traffic is brought to a halt 
whenever planes are taking off or landing. 

The Abyan Scheme 

THROUGHOUT the Aden Protectorates the 
Arab people have practised the conservation 
of water for centuries within their means 

2nd understanding. and they have irrigated food 
crops from flood waters occurring during the 
short rainy seasons. and from wells dug near their 
villages. The rainfall is generally less than three 
inches per annum. and when it falls it often does 
so in violent storms. The water then runs off the 
high plateaux into and along the wadis, 0n the 
banks of which so many of the villages are built. 
The villagers do all they can to dam and divert 
this water to their crop lands. and to fill natural 
reservoirs such as holes in the rock. 

Water is precious in this dry desert country of 
Scuthern Arabia. where some of the land is fer
tile enough provided there is sufficient moisture. 
What better thing could the Government do 
therefore. both to please the people and gain thei; 
confidence, and also to benefit them materially, 
than to help increase and conserve their water 
~upplies. and to teach better methods of grow
mg crops? The Abyan Scheme might be con
sidered a beginning-a pilot scheme so to speak
and a very successful beginning at that. 

Right: A photo
graph that clearly 
shows the severe 
erosion in the Naza' 
Canal. Photo: Dr. 

Herhert Greene. 

To digress for a while longer: the folk who 
live on the coast can enhance their incomes by im
proving methods of fishing, by entering industry 
in the ports. and by the dhow trade and traffic 
abroad. Before the war many of the inland males 
emigrated to places in the Middle and Far East, 
and as far afield as the Malay States and Indo
nesia. where their natural acumen won compara
tIve wealth which they brought to their home 
country. The war put an end to much of this. and 
many of the people of the Aden Protectorates now 
lack the means to progress unless they find some
thing of value to export overseas. The Abyan 
Scheme gives them hope in this respect. because 
good quality cotton is grown. 

The Abyan Scheme in reality rehabilitates an 
area where the personal animosities of the two 
Sultans of Yafa' and Fadhli. and the prosecution 
of the blood feud between their respective tribes
men. had resulted in serious deterioration of this 
compact tract of land. The Government has used 
itE influence since 1938 to bring about peace be
tween the two tribes. and a start was made with 
crop production in the Fadhli country in 1940, 
financed to the extent of £10,000 to provide ad-
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Above .- Weir built 
in the Ba T eis Canal 
to cause silting and 
repair of eroded sec
tion. Photo.- Dr. 

Herbert Greene. 

Below: Stabilized 
reach of the Ba T eis 
Canal. Photo: Dr. 

Herbert Greene. · 
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vances to farmers in the form of oxen, seed and 
food grains. Political security remained unsatis
factory, however, until the Sultan accepted the 
assistance of the British Government in this area 
in 1943. 

In the first year 700 acres were opened up. The 
results caused enthusiasm among the people, but 
difficulties were encountered towards the end of 
the fourth year when they wanted the land re
turned to them. This was agreed to, but as it was 
soon apparent that the scheme would not be main
tained, the Department of Agriculture became the 
responsible authority once more. 

In 1947 the Abyan Board was created by an 
administrative order of H.E. the Governor, and 
loans amounting to nearly £300,000 were made by 
the Aden Colony Government and the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Fund to enable de
velopment work to be undertaken. 

Canals that have eroded into deep and useless 
gullies are being brought back into commission 
by the construction of weirs, which catch the silt 
and fill the eroded beds. Already considerable 
lengths of canal have been stabilized in this man
ner, though there are some stretches which require 
more weirs before scouring can be stopped. The 
flood waters are largely turned aside and diverted 
to the crop lands by building temporary earth
works jutting into the flow. 

The headworks are on the Wadi Bana at the 
northern end of the region, and beyond, in country 
where political insecurity still prevails, there is the 
possibility of constructing a barrier across the 
Wadi Bana gorge. It is estimated that, by using 
flood waters from both the Bana and Hassan 
Rivers, 25,000 acres are now under irrigation con
trol, and that a system of tube-well irrigation may 
succeed in bringing a further large acreage under 
the plough in the Abyan region alone. 

On account of the irrigation practised on the 
surface it seems that there is some danger of the 
water level rising beneath the soil, and of salt being 
concentrated in the top soil. The sinking of tube 
wells would, it is thought, keep the water level at 
a safe distance and make use of the surplus of 
moisture underground, releasing more of the 
annual flood waters for extending the area of direct 
irrigation. Experimental wells are now being sunk. 

In its lower reaches the Bana River has a great 
width of sandy bed, with a number of subsidiary 
channels frequently changing their courses on 
account of the silting which takes place during the 
dry months, and scouring when the river runs in 
flood. The control of the delta region must neces-

sarily await the regulation of the flow upstream. 
It is realized that drainage must go hand in hand 

with irrigation, and open drains are being made 
to supplement or await the sinking of enough 
tube wells. 

Today, in additio~ to food and fodder crops, 
over 7,000 bales of ginned cotton are produced per 
annum, at an estimated value for the 1952-53 
season of £600,000. The tenant farmer receives 
one-half of all crops, the landowner and the State 
one-quarter, and the developing agency a quarter. 

A wise crop rotation is being followed, making 
use of millets or sesame, Egyptian cotton, and 
periods of fallo.w during which lucerne may be 
grown extensively for forage, thus providing for 
animal husbandry and a balanced system of farm
ing. The cultivation of sufficient food is of primary 
importance, but cotton comes next because it is 
hoped that the scheme will no.t only become self
supporting, but that the gradual repayment of 
loans will be possible in course of time. 

The encouragement o.f vegetable growing and 
the planting of trees has not been forgotten. Wind
breaks will cio much to protect the area, and trees 
will give shade to villages, community centres and 
so on; they will also be planted to supply fire
v/ood and timber. 

Fo.r the time being progress, though impressive, 
must be slower than that which might be possible 
if finance on a larger scale were available. It is 
considered that the people should assist in their 
own salvation and use the tried methods of the 

Right : Egyptian-type cot
ton growing to maturity 
after a single watering 
Photo: Dr. Herbert 

Greene. 
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past to make the venture pay its way before costly 
dams and barriers are constructed. Much has still 
to be done with regard to constructional work for 
the diversion and regulation of the waterflows, 
and this is being undertaken. A cotton ginnery is 
in operatlon where the cotton is baled, after which 
it is trucked fifty miles to. Aden, where it is shipped 
to the United Kingdom. The needs of health have 
no.t been overlooked and special attention is given 
to combating mosquito breeding. 

The scheme has been carried through to its 
present successful interlude in face of immense 
difficulties, of which the original tribal feuds, the 
resultant deterioration of the cultivated land, and 
the vagaries of the climate formed but a part. By 
early 1953 £270,000 had been loaned under the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Act, though 
a mission headed by Sir Geoffrey F. Clay, Agri
cultural Advisor to the Secretary of State, has 
recommended development work estimated to cost 
a further £350,000 during the next three years. 

On the so.und foundations that have now been 
built the scheme will doubtless develop out of all 
recognition in years to come, and be an example 
for other nearby regions. Already a research centre 
has been advocated ancillary to the scheme, to 
study problems concerned with desert agriculture 
and the reclamation of arid regions in Arabia and 
other countries of the Commonwealth. 

(This article is based on information given in the 
Report on the Abyan Scheme, 1951, published by 
H.M. Stationery Office, London, price 8s. 6d.) 



NEWS BRIEFS 

THE announcement has been received with the 
greatest pleasure that Her Majesty Queen Eliza

beth H and His Royal Highness the Duke of Edin
burgh intend to visit the Colony on April 27-28, 
1954, on their way back from Australia. They can 
<expect a sincere and loyal welcome from all com
munities. Preparations for this great occasion are 
weIl advanced. 

* 

Our chairman, Mr. R. P. Errington, had the 
honour to be invited to become one of the two 
representatives of the Colony at the Coronation 
of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth H . The other 
representative, Mr. Abdul Jawad Hassanali, is one 
of the Port Trustees. 

* 

In 1952, 4,741 steam and motor vessels with 
an aggregate tonnage of 21,800,000 net tons and 
1,686 sailing vessels of 130,000 tons entered and 
left the Port of Aden. These figures are far higher 
than those of any other port in the Indian Ocean 
and are believed to exceed those of any port in the 
British Empire outside the United Kingdom. 

Sir Bernard Reilly, K.C.M.G., C.I.E., O.RE., 
who was resident and first Governor cf Aden 
from 1931 to 1940, paid a visit to the Colony in 
January 1953. During his stay he was able to make 
a tour of the harbour and port installations and 
to carry out an inspection of the tug Sir Bernard 
Reilly, which has been named after him and which 
he christened on a visit to Aden in 1948. It was 
very gratifying to see the warm welcome accorded 
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te' Sir Bernard by those old servants of the Aden 
Port Trust who remembered him when he was 
Governor. 

* * * 

Mr. Stephen Bechtel, president of the Bechtel 
Corporation, paid a short visit to the Colony in 
the latter part of 1952 in connection with the con
struction of the new oil refinery which his cor
poration is erecting at Little Aden for the Anglo
Iranian Oil Co. Ltd. Visits were also paid by Mr. 
Pattinson, a director of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co., 
and Mr. Spearing, the general manager 
refineries, in connection with this same project 
and the construction of the oil harbour. The con
struction of the oil harbour has been entrusted to 
George Wimpey Ltd. The local resident manager 
of the whole project is Mr. R. Hedley Sheldrake. 
Messrs. D. Steel and R. Adam also spent some 
time in the Colony on negotiations for the agree
ment between the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co., the 
Government of Aden, and the Aden Port Trust, 
in connection with the construction of the refinery 
cmd oil harbour. 

* 

Sir William Currie, chairman of P. and o. 
Steam Navigation Co., paid a fleeting visit to 
Aden in February 1953 on his way back from the 
Far East. He was able to spend a short time dis
cussing Port matters. 

* * 

With great regret we have had to say goodbye 
to Mr. Neil B. Lawson, who has been with B.P. 
(Aden) Ltd. in Aden for twenty-four years. Mr. 
Lawson became manager of the company and a 

Port Trustee in April 1949. He had acted as a 
Trustee on various occasions before that time 
during the absence on leave of Mr. F. W. Rant, 
the previous manager. To mark the occasion the 
Trustees gave a lunch party at the Union Club 
on October 2, 1952, at which His Excellency the 
Governor was present. Mr. Lawson's wise coun
sels at our board meetings will be greatly missed. 

* * * 

The port has added to its floating craft a new 
pilot launch, Aulaqi, constructed by Camper 
Nicholson and Co. Ltd., and a new diesel tug 
of 275 h.p., the Maamal, built by Fairmile 
Construction Co. Ltd. This tug should be of 
great service to the port, particularly on the engi
neering and workshops side. Another welcome 
addition to our fleet of vessels will be a new tug of 
1 ,200 h. p. with kort nozzle now under construction 
in the United Kingdom by Fergusson Bros. (Port 
Glasgow) Ltd. This tug is to be called Champion, 
after Sir Reginald Champion, K.C.M.G., O.B.E .. 
who was Governor of Aden from 1944 to 1951. 

* * * 

The housing scheme for members of the subor
dinate staff consisting of 184 married quarters has 
been started, and it is hoped that the houses will 
be -ready for occupation by the time this issue 
is published. Housing has been a serious problem 
in Aden for a number of years and this scheme 
should go a long way towards solving it in so far 
a~ the Port Trust is concerned. Plans have also 
been prepared for the construction of a further 100 
houses . 

*' 

A new coal wharf is being constructed alongside 
the rubble mound which bisects the harbour in 
an east-west direction in order that coal may be 
removed from the land on the south side of the 
harbour. Valuable areas of land will thereby be 
released for commercial and residential purposes. 
This scheme has been undertaken in conjunction 
with the Colony Government, and it is proposed 
that both parties should share in costs and in the 
proceeds of land sales. At the same time a new 
stage has been built at the rubble mound ,· to which 
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water pipes have been laid from Sheikh Othman 
so that barges supplying fresh water to ships in 
the harbour can obtain their requirements at this 
point instead of drawing them from the civilian 
supplies on the south side of the harbour. 

* * * 
Three mobile diesel-electric cranes capable of 

lifting two tons at maximum out reach have been 
provided for the Port Trust wharves at Maala to 
replace two old and inefficient cranes. 

* * * 

The number of passengers from ships passing 
through Aden who came ashore as visitors totalled 
218,000 during 1952, an increase of 10,000 com
pared with 1951. 

* * * 

The annual Aden Regatta, sponsored by the 
Port Trust, was held on January 22, 1953, and 
proved to be a great success. The following pro
gramme of races was carried out : 

1. Licensed passenger launches. 
2. Bumboats. 
3. Pilot whalers (Aden Port Trust staff) . 
4. Passenger rowing boats. 
5. Dhow race across the bay. 
6. Pilot whalers (European crews). 
7. Dhow longboats. 
8. Dugout canoes. 
9. Yachts of the Aden Yacht Club and Services 

Sailing Club. 
10. S.S. Dorsetshire lifeboats. 

The winners of the dhow longboat race created 
an unrehearsed and welcome diversion by enter
taining the onlookers, with their chanting. Guests 
'Nere invited to view the races from the Union 
Club, where teas were provided. His Excellency 
the Governor presented the prizes. The programme 
ended with a most attractive firework display. 

* * * 

The new system of lighting by sodium lamps 
introduced at the Maala wharves has been a great 
success. The lighting is now so good that it is 
possible to read newsprint quite easily while sitting 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Lower Yafa - a vista in 
Government Guard country. 

Camel train at work in the 
salt pans. Photo: B .O.A.C. 
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Above: A good 
catch! 

Left: The Maamal. 
T his new diesel tug 
of 275 h.p. has been 
built for the Aden 
Port Trust by the 
Fairmile Construc
tion Co. Ltd., of 

Cobham, Surrey. 

Above: At the starting 
line. 

Right: Winners of the 
dhow longboat race enter
tain guests with their 

chanting. 

Below :H.E. the Gover
nor presents the scroll to 
the winner of the yacht 
race. The yacht was 

Fulmar. 
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Below: One of the lifeboats of 
S.S. Dorsetshire. 
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at the bottom of a lighter alongside the wharf. It 
is perhaps fortunate that the coolies (who come 
from the Yemen) are unable to read. 

* * * 

Lightfoot drinking water coolers have been pro
vided in the workshops, Maala wharves, and on 
the tugs-a great boon in this hot climate. 

* * 

Mr. E. D. Hone, who had been Colonial Secre
tary, British Honduras, since 1948, has been ap
pointed Chief Secretary, Aden, in succession to 
]\tIr. W. A. C. Goode, whose appointment as 
Colonial Secretary, Singapore, was announced last 
December. Mr. Hone, who was born in Salisbury, 
Southern Rhodesia, was educated at Wellington 
College, the Rhodes University College, Cape 
Province, South Africa, and New College, Oxford. 
He joined the Colonial Administrative Service in 
Tanganyika in 1935. 

* * * 

Mr. Harold Ingrams, at orie time acting Gover
nor of Aden, has now become adviser to the Colo
nial Office in London. 

* * * 

At the Aden Dinner Club's last annual dinner 
in London two ex-Governors of Aden were present 
--Sir Bernard Reilly, president of the Club, and 
the Rev. Sir Reginald Champion, who has been 
a curate at Maidstone since he took orders in 
January 1952. Sir Bernard, who made the only 
speech, referred to the decision to establish an 
Anglo-Iranian oil refinery in Aden as a " momen
tous event." Illustrating the progress of the Colony 
towards becoming a vital link in the Common
wealth shipping routes, Sir Bernard recalled that 
\vhen he left, twelve years ago, four or five ocean
going ships called there each day. Now the number 
.... vas twelve or thirteen. 
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Following the delivery last year to the Halal 
Shipping Co. Ltd., Aden, of their new diesel
driven ship El Nabeel, negotiations were entered 
into between the company and the builders, the 
Grangemouth Dockyard Co. Ltd., Grangemouth, 
Scotland, for the construction of a second and 
practically similar ship. To conclude final de
tails, the managing directors of the Grange
mouth Dockyard Co., Mr. A. Aikman, O.B.E., 
and Mr. T. B. Harvey, together with their wives 
and Mr. Aikman's daughter, Miss Jean Aikman, 
who had designed the special panels and murals 
for the El Nabeel, paid a brief visit to Aden last 
November. 

* * * 
A notable craft among the growing lighterage 

fleet in the port is the 150-ton aluminium alloy 
barge made by the Fairmile Construction Co. and 
delivered in floatable halves last year to the order 
of Cory Bros. Ltd. Other deliveries of Fairmile 
craft to the port last year included five 150-ton 
steel barges, also for Cory Bros., and a recon
ditioned 230 h. p. towing launch for Luke Thomas 
and Co. Ltd. 

* * * 

A distinguished . visitor to the Port last year was 
H.E. Sir Frederick Crawford, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., 
who was the Governor of Seychelles and is now 
Deputy Governor of Kenya. He was accompanied 
by Lady Crawford. 

H.E. Sir Tom Hickinbotham, C.M.G., C.I.E., 
O.B.E., the Governor, received the K.C.M.G. in 
the Coronation Honours, 1953. 

Coronation Day in Aden was joyfully celebrated 
with parades, fairs, dancing, processions and other 
festivities. The day started with a ceremonial 
parade at which H.E. the Governor took the 
salute. Among the troops were detachments from 
the R.A.F., the A.P.L., the Armed Police, the 

A.P.L. Mechanised Force and the Camel Corps. 
In the evening over 100 vehicles, decorated with 
various tableaux, took part in a carnival proces
sion. 

* * * 
H.M.S. Newfoundland, commanded by Capt. 

Goodenough, C.B.E., D.S.O., R.N., on her way 
to join the East Indies Fleet at Singapore early 
last year, paid her first visit to Aden since her 
repair in the United States after she had been tor
pedoed, ~uring the war. 

* * * 
The hope that the Aden College might eventu

ally grow into some kind of higher college, pos
sibly even doing some university work, was 
expressed by Sir Christopher Cox, educational 
adviser to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
at the opening ceremony at Sheikh Othman in 
January 1953. The College has been built by the 
Government of Aden at a cost of £200,000. 

* * 
After serving on the Board of Trustees for no 

less than thirty-six years, an appointment in which 
he followed his father, the Hon. Khan Bahadur 
Sir Mohamed Abdul Kadir Mackawee, K.B.E., 
died in Aden on August 23, 1953. For many years 
his advice and wise counsel were sought by all 
classes and races in Aden and his death leaves a 
gap in the community that will be hard to fill. His 
funeral was attended by H.E. the Acting Governor, 
the Air Officer Commanding, senior Government 
officials, the Board of Trustees and many hundreds 
of fellow citizens of all races and religions in the 
Colony. 

* * * 
In July 1953, the Harbourmaster, Mr. T. T. 

Ferguson, retired from the service of the Port 
Trust. Since coming to Aden as a pilot from the 
P. & O. Company's service nineteen years ago, he 
had become one of Aden's better known seamarks. 
He was appointed Harbourmaster in 1949 at a 
time when the Port and its marine services were 
beginning their most vigorous period of expansion. 
In the past year . he has been particularly concerned 
with the training of new pilots; no mean task 
when it is realized that the establishment of marine 
officers has increased from eight in 1949 to twenty
one in 1953. There is every indication that the 
training for which he was responsible has produced 
results. Prior to his departure, the Board of Trus-
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tees presented Mr. Ferguson with a wrist watch 
as a token of their esteem and app-reciation of his 
services in Aden. 

* * 
Aden handled its largest ship ever in May with 

the visit of a U.S. aircraft carrier, which was just 
under 900 feet long. The ship was berthed 
smoothly and bunkered as required. 

* * 
Cordial wishes for their future were expressed 

at a dinner party given in honour of Major and 
Mrs. Seager by the Aden Protectorate Chiefs. It 
was recalled that Major Seager came to Aden 
twenty years ago, and a warm tribute was paid to 
the work of his wife for Aden women. 

* * * 
Discussing the nature of the training of the 

Government Training College at Maala recently, 
the principal, Mr. A. J. Rowan, said: "The most 
urgent need of the Colony in the building and 
engineering industries is for building craftsmen. 
The college courses of instruction are designed to 
meet this need as far as possible by training car
penters and joiners with a sufficient knowledge of 
building crafts and construction to enable the 
students, after some years of , experience, to be
come executives in the building industry." 

* * * 
At the anniversary meeting of the Linnean 

Society in London on May 28, 1953, the president, 
Lt.-Col. R. B. Seymour Sewell, C.I.E., F.R.S., 
chose for his address the subject" A Study of the 
South Coast of Arabia." 

* * * 

THEY SAY 
The sea fishing is good all round the coast, and 

no licence is required to practise this profession 
or amusement. The kinds of fish to ce caught 
range from the giant barracuda and vicious shark 
through sword and sail fish, dolphin and horse 
mackerel to sea perch, mullet and little octopus. 
Crabs and crawfish are there to be caught all the 
year round and oysters are found in the winter. 

BRITISH SURVEY, 1946, of the 
British Society for International Understanding. 



F OR eight months of the year during the 
light winds of the north-east monsoon, 
however you approach from the sea, east

bound, westbound, or northbound from the coasts 
of Somaliland, there is little difficulty in recogniz
ing the bold outlines of Aden and its satellite 
peninsula, Little Aden. Westbound and coming 
up from Cape Guardafui or from across the 
Indian Ocean the great rock stands out at its best 
against a sunset sky, finally losing all body and be
coming a plum black silhouette against the pastel 
shades of its frequently beautiful sunsets. 

With sunrise behind you its colour is a poor 
thing, reflecting the true character of its composi
tioIi - a lump of 
dusty black lava 
rocks. 

At the height of 

Thus may the sailor and the traveller in his 
charge come safely to the Inner Harbour of Aden, 
having navigated with due care and avoided the 
one danger, which is that coming from the west; 
the shape of Little Aden can confuse the navi
gator who is new to these waters. The recent es
tablishment of groups of lights all over this penin
sula while the new refinery is being constructed 
has led at least one ship already into a confusion 
from which she was lucky to escape. However, 
the lights are a temporary and, with time, a de
creasing hazard. The peninsula of Little Aden, 
which was inhabited only by a few fishermen a 
year ago, will shortly be covered with the vast 

erections of its new 
refinery and will 
generate and display 
more light at night 

noon when every 
shadow has been 
burnt away the rocks 
assume a grey or yel-

Navigational 
than Aden proper 
ever dreamed of. 

During the remain-
ing four months of 

low tinge, probably 
reflections from the 
granite outcrops and 
sandy patches which 
emerge at places 
from the lava. Then 
one can almost see 
the heat generated 
from these rocks ris-

Approaches 
the year-June, July, 
August and Septem
ber, when the south-
west monsoon pre

to Aden 
vails-the sailor and 
the traveller must 
consider themselves 
lucky to see the land 

ing to create and 
maintain a really 
good bump for passing aircraft, perhaps to remind 
them that Aden still lives by the sea and ships. 

Along with the steamship travellers from the 
east come the gently rolling sailing dhows in 
November and December, coasting down on the 
north-east wind from the Persian Gulf on their 
annual voyage to East Africa, of which Aden is 
the halfway house and pivot. To them Aden is the 
great mart and storehouse wherein they can sell 
their cargoes of carpets and renew their always 
scanty supplies of stores. 

Approaching from westward the impression is 
more frequently of how black the rocks appear, 
and there is little relief to the eye until the sunset 
light tinges the black to the dying shades of the 
sun and finally to dusk's deep purple. 

Coming northbound from the barren coasts of 
Somaliland, Aden can only appear as the Promised 
Land, the place of opportunity to the laughing, 
argumentative Somali immigrant or dhow sailor, 
the most frequent travellers from that quarter. 
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from farther than two 
miles away, for the 
Gulf of Aden at this 

time is generally shrouded in a light haze of heat 
and damp which renders visibility poor and navi
gation tricky. 

There is little pleasure to the eye or the mind 
during this time, and, as though to remind us that 
the weather can be worse, an occasional sandstorm 
falls upon the place with a furious blast of wind. 
Luckily these sandstorms seldom last for more 
than an hour. 

Whatever the weather or the time of year, hav
ing picked up the pilot and as your ship proceeds 
with him on board up the channel to the inner 
harbour, you can comfort yourselves with the 
t?ought that even in the old sailing directories pub
lIshed a century ago it was said of Aden that " the 
natives are friendly," and this, you will discover, 
is still the case. 

P.L.S.B. 

Union Castle's Links with Aden 

The first Braemar Castle, a 6,266-ton vessel ot 15 knots. 

A interesting history is attached to the Union
Castle Line's intermediate vessels which 
began calling at Aden over forty years ago. 

Until towards the end of the last century, when 
the Union and Castle Lines were still rival con
cerns, intermediate vessels on the South African 
route were usually mail steamers which had passed 
their prime and had been relegated to the secon
dary services. But it is just over sixty years now 
since this policy was changed, and the first steamer 
to be built specially for the Cape Intermediate 
Service was placed in commission by the Castle 
Line. This was the Doune Castle, built in 1890, 
and soon followed by her sister ship the Lismore 
Castle. They were 12l-knot steamers of just over 
4,000 tons, with accommodation for 150 passengers 
each-thirty in the first class, forty in the second 
class and eighty in the third class. 

The Harlech Castle, 3,624 tons, was completed 
in 1894, and carried passengers in the first and 
third classes only. Ten years later she was sold to 
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Earl Fitzwilliam, who used her in an unsuccessful 
bid to recover pirate treasure believed to be buried 
on Cocos Island. 

Before the Union Line placed orders for new 
ships to meet this competition, William Pirrie 
(later Viscount Pirrie), of Harland and Wolf!, 
visited South Africa on their behalf and studied 
port conditions on the spot. His recommendations 
were accepted, and (he first of the highly success
ful series of "G" ships, the Gaul, Greek and 
Goth, made their appearance in 1893. These were 
12-knot vessels of some 4,700 tons. They were 
large cargo carriers of light enough draught to 
cross the bars at East London and Durban; and 
accommodation was provided for fifty first-class 
passengers and sixty in the second class; and, if 
need were, the 'tween decks could be converted 
into open-berth accommodation for nearly 500 
emigrants. 

From the first these vessels were economical and 
satisfactory and, as " Fairplay " wrote at the time, 



the situation was saved by a "course of Pirrie's 
powder ... prepared by those well-known manu
facturers, Harland and Wolff, of Belfast." The 
first three "G" ships were followed at intervals 
up to 1901 by the Guelph, Gaika, Gascon, Ger
man, Galeka, and Galician, names still remem
bered by the older travellers. The Galician, the last 
of the" G" ships, was of 6,757 tons. During the 
1914-18 war, her name, which was deemed in-
2ppropriate, was changed to Glenart Castle, and 
similarly the German became the Glengorm 
Castle. 

The Castle Line, though first in the field with 
specially built intermediate ships, was not as suc
cessful in operating them as was its rival com:
pany, and the three improved Castle Line ships, 
Arundel Castle (4,588 tons), Avondale Castle and 
Tintagel Castle ' (sister ships of 5,531 tons), were 
disappointingly uneconomical. Like the Dunolly 
Castle and Raglan Castle, which followed, they 
carried first- and third-class passengers only at a 
time when there was 'a considerable demand for 
second class from travellers who wished to avoid 
the rough conditions-and often rougher com
pany-of the emigrant accommodat~on, without 
having to pay the first-class fare. 

To remedy this deficiency in the Castle Line 
Intermediate Service, the Braemar Castle, a 6,266-
ion vessel of 15 knots, was put into commission in 
1898, with accommodation for sixty first-class and 
120 second-class passengers. She had a long and 
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successful career and was operated for several 
years as a peace-time troopship. But for the amal
gamation of the Union and Castle Lines in 1900, 
it is likely that she would have been followed by 
a number of vessels of the same class. 

The origin of the widely used term "inter
mediate" for passenger vessels other than those 
operating the mail service is sometimes misunder
stood. It is a name applicable, at least on the 
South African route, only to Mail Co. vessels. 

When the Cape mail contract was divided in 
1876 between the Union and Castle Lines, each 
company provided an alternate fortnightly mail 
sailing, thus affording a weekly service. Increasing 
trade with South Africa caused both lines to pro
vide occasional additional steamers, and, by about 
1881, both companies were maintaining weekly 
services to the Cape by "extra steamers," as they 
called them, alternately with their mail vessels; 
but a period of depression followed, and most of 
the extra ships were laid up. 

Improved conditions in 1889 brought the 
vessels of both companies into full operation again, 
and it appears to have been during that year that 
the term" extra steamer" was replaced by " inter
mediate steamer." The name apparently originated 
from the fact that these vessels took their sailings 
in between those of the mail ships. 

The popular impression that an intermediate 
vessel was something in between a mail and cargo 
steamer could not have been correct at the time 

The s.s. Llanstephan 
Castle, 1914-52. 

M.v. Warwick 
Castle, formerly 
Pretoria Castle. 

the term came into use, for then neither company 
operated vessels carrying cargo only. Another 
erroneous impression is that it applied to vessels 
calling at intermediate ports omitted by the faster 
mail ships. 

The term " extra steamer" was revived in 1901, 
when six vessels thus described were ordered for 
the emigrant traffic which was expected to develop 
after the South African War, but actually proved 
to be short-lived. They were cargo-passenger ships 
of between 5,000 and 6,000 tons, fitted to carry a 
small number of first- and second-class passengers 
and a large number of emigrants. These were the 
Alnwick Castle, Berwick Castle, Cawdor Castle, 
Cluny Castle, Newark Castle and Comrie Castle. 
Until 1914, these vessels were regular callers at 
South African ports, and maintained services to 
Lobito and Mauritius. 

Old pictures of the Union Line mail steamers 
show them with black hulls and black funnels. In 
1892, however, following an experimental change 
ill the colouring of the R.M.S. Scat, the hulls of 
the mail vessels were painted white, with yellow 
funnels. Intermediate vessels of that company con
tinued with black hulls and yellow funnels, with 
a white line running round the hull, until the 
amalgamation of the two lines in 1900, when all 
Union Line passenger vessels adopted the lavender 
hulls, white superstructure and black-topped, red 
funnels of the Castle Line. The Castle Line used 
varying shades of grey for the hulls of their ships 
until about 1899, when the familiar lavender 
colour was adopted as standard. Until quite 
recently some cargo steamers were painted black, 
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with the Union-Castle red and black funnel, and 
consequently have long been referred to as the 
" black ships." For s6me years now, however, the 
fast, specially refrigerated motor freighters have 
had the lavender hull and, when the Sandawn 
Castle was repainted after the war, the last of the 
" black ships" disappeared from the Union-Castle 
fleet. 

At the time of the amalgamation Southampton 
became the base for the mail vessels, and all the 
intermediates used the East India Dock, Blackwall. 
So smart in appearance and relatively numerous 
Vlere the ships using the East India Dock that they 
were know locally among the longshoremen as the 
" Blackwall Navy." 

In 1904, the Union Castle Company brought out 
their" D " ships, the Durham Castle, Dover Castle 
and Dunluce Castle. These were 14t-knot vessels 
of about 8,200 tons, with accommodation for 220 
first-class and 250 third-class passengers. From the 
first they achieved exceptional popularity. The 
Dover Castle was torpedoed and sunk in 1917, but 
her two sister ships continued to be preferred by 
travellers to many of the intermediates of later 
design right tc- the end of their careers. 

Some years elapsed before further vessels were 
added to the intermediate fleet, and the next to 
take their places in the service were the "G" 
ships, Grantully Castle and Garth Castle, in 1910. 
These were 13-knot ships of about 7,600 tons, with 
accommodation for about 385 passengers carried 
in three classes, as against only two classes in the 
more popular "D" vessels. The following year 
the Galway Castle, Gloucester Castle andc G,uild- : 
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ford Castle were added. They were vessels of about 
8,000 tons, being improved editions of the two 
earlier " G ., ships. 

Interesting day excursions round Cape Point 
were begun during 1908, and continued for some 
years. Intermediate vessels carried passengers 
round from Cape Town and landed them at 
Simonstown for the journey home by rail. 

Up to 1910, the terminal ports of intermediate 
vessels were usually Beira and Mauritius, but in 
January of that year the Union-Castle Company 
commenced a monthly East African service via the 
Cape to Mombasa and back by the same route. 
This competed with the subsidized German line 
which hitherto had had a virtual monopoly on the 
East Coast. Support for the new venture was so 
encouraging that the Royal East African Service 
was inaugurated in September of that same year, 
and the voyage was made from England via 
Mediterranean ports, the Suez Canal and Aden, 
and the East Coast to Durban, where connection 
\-vas made with mail vessels on the western route. 

Durban remained the terminal port for the East 
Coast service for some years, and ships turned 
round there for the voyage back via Suez. For 
many years now, however, the vessels engaged in 
this service have sailed right round Africa, one 
going out via Suez and Aden and back by the 
western route and another travelling in the oppo
site direction. 

The Llandovery Castle and Llanstephan Castle, 
which were specially built in 1914 for the East 
Coast route, were sister ships of about 11 ,300 tons, 
with a speed of 13 knots. They carried about 450 
passengers in three classes, and in the matter of 
passenger accommodation and deck space were 

years ahead of their time. They were received with 
acclamation on the East Coast, but, after only 
one or two voyages, the outbreak of the 1914-18 
war caused their transfer to other routes. The 
Llandovery Castle was torpedoed and sunk in 
1918, and the Llanstephan Castle ended her career 
at the shipbreaker's yard in March 1952. 

In 1923, all second-class accommodation was 
done away with in intermediate vessels. This 
arrangement was extended to the smaller mail 
vessels in 1934, and at the same time all third
class accommodation in the company's fleet was 
converted to tourist class. 

A new Llandovery Castle and her sister ship 
Llandaff Castle joined the Intermediate Service 
in 1925-26. They were slightly smaller than the 
previous "L" ships, and had a speed of 14t 
knots. Accommodation was provided for about 
400 passengers in two classes. The Llandaff Castle 
was sunk off the South African coast in 1942, and 
the Llandovery Castle was sold for breaking up 
in December 1952. 

The Llangibby Castle, 12,160 tons, built in 
1929, was the first of many diesel-engined vessels 
built for the Intermediate Service. She is a 15t
knot vessel, with an extra promenade deck and 
accommodation for about 470 passengers. The 
Llangibby Castle is now back in the service for 
which she was built, after war-time experiences 
perhaps more adventurous than those of any other 
Union-Castle vessel. She survived having her stern 
and rudder blown away by a torpedo, and 
travelled 3,400 miles in that crippled condition in 
the North Atlantic during winter months. On other 
occasions she was bombed, shelled and in 
collision. 

~--- .-f --- ;"". 

... . . .. ," .......... ...... .. • <I .... ,,. ....... 

The s.s. Kenya Castle, built since the second world war. 
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The Dunbar Castle, built in 1930, was another 
motor-ship, and, like the Llangibby Castle, was 
alone in her class. She was slightly smaller and 
slower than that vessel. but a comfortable and 
popular passenger carrier. The Dunbar Castle was 
the first Union-Castle ship to be lost by enemy 
action during the recent war, and was sunk by a 
mine off the North Foreland. 

The Dunnottar Castle and Dunvegan Castle 
were 15,OOO-ton motor-ships of 16 knots, which 
appeared in 1936. They each carried just over 
500 passengers and could, when necessary, take 
their turn on the mail service. The latter vessel 
was torpedoed in 1940 and sunk when serving as 
an armed merchant cruiser. 

The last of the pre-war vessels were the Durban 
Castle and Pretoria Castle, 17,382-ton ships with 
an increased speed of 18t knots, and accommoda
tion for over 550 passengers. The latter vessel was 
taken over by the Admiralty on the outbreak of 
war, after she had made only two voyages to 
South Africa. At first the Pretoria Castle served 
as an armed merchant cruiser, but later she was 
converted into an aircraft-carrier. After the war 
she was re-acquired by the Union Castle Company 
and reconverted for passenger purposes under the 
name of Warwick Castle, her original name having 
been reserved for the first of the two 28,700-ton 
mail vessels commissioned after the war. She was 
among the first of the reconditioned ships to return 
to the South Africa route and for a period was 
employed in the mail service from Southampton 
until the remainder of the fleet had been re
conditioned. With the return of the Carnarvon 
Castle and Arundel Castle to the mail service, the 
Warwick Castle with her sister ship Durban Castle, 
which had also been serving temporarily as a mail 
vessel. rejoined the Intermediate Service from 
London. 

Of the eight passenger ships which maintain 
this service, six circumnavigate the continent of 
Africa (three proceeding outwards through the 
Mediterranean and Suez Canal and three in the 
opposite direction). Of these, three carry first-class 
and tourist-class passengers (Warwick Castle, 
Durban Castle and Dunnottar Castle), while the 
other three, all built since the war (Rhodesia 
Castle, Kenya Castle and Braemar Castle) carry 
their passengers in one-class (cabin) accommo
dation. The remaining two intermediate ships, the 
Bloemfontein Castle and Llangibby Castle, are 
normally employed in the service between London 
and Beira via South African ports. 
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Perini 
(as it was) 

W HEN the Lord made our planet 
And found it was good, 

He stepped back to scan it, 
As your true craftsman should, 

And Satan, when near him 
There was none to detect, 

With a smile added Perim 
To spoil the effect. 

It's a black little island 
As grim as a curse, 

Where the seascape is vile and 
The landscape is worse; 

For there's no green thing growing 
On this slag-heap of hell, 

And whatever wind's blowing 
It's spawn that you smell. 

And I own that a tear rose 
To my eyes when I saw 

Those thirty-odd heroes 
All raddled and raw 

Who dwell in this smitten 
And waterless hole 

For -the sake of Great Britain, 
Her cables and coal. 

But my sorrow was wasted 
On men who had learned 

That life may be tasted 
Though the palate be burned; 

That- a fact I disputed-
True joy may be sensed 

In a whisky diluted 
With Red Sea :(condensed). 

Then raise we our tumblers 
To men good and true 

Who refuse to be grumblers, 
Though they've reason, and who 

Out of nothing have made ease 
And, finding their souls, 

Have hacked out of Hades 
A course of nine holes. 

J.M.S . 

(Reproduced by courtesy of "Punch " ) 
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Needle • In 

BEING in Aden recently Mr. Eric Jordan, 
of Kelvin arid Hughes (Marine) Ltd., heard 
the story of the lost pipes. 

It ran as follows-the pipes, 800 of them, three
inch diameter, twenty-four feet long, and steel, 
were intended to be used to carry the water supply 
for the new refinery at Little Aden from the wells 
at Sheikh Othman, a distance of four miles. This 
new refinery is being built by Bechtels-Wimpey for 
the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. The pipes were 
worth around £8,000, but obviously their worth 
on this particular site must have been considerably 
more to the project. 

About a month before Mr. Jordan's visit to 
Aden these .pipes were being transported from 
Cory's Wharf, Aden, across to the refinery site- a 
sea trip of about five miles. In order to undertake 
this journey the pipes were loaded on to a lighter 
towed by a tug, but during the journey the lighter 
was caught in a heavy swell and the load tipped 
overboard. The accident happened in the early 
hours of the morning and all the crew of the tug 
could do at the time was to drop a marker buoy 
to indicate the position. 

a Haystack 

44 

However, when a diver and salvage crew arrived 
the buoy could not be found (it had apparently 
been stolen by local Arab fishermen). Many 
attempts were made to find the pipes, but not 
being able to pinpoint the actual spot where the 
mishap occurred, these met with no success. Con
sequently the precious pipes remained somewhere 
at the bottom of the sea. 

Hearing this story, and knowing that Aden Port 
Trust had some time previously obtained a Kelvin 
Hughes MS.21A echo sounder for survey pur
poses, Mr. Jordan approached Mr. Sheldrake, the 
manager of the refinery project, with the sug
gestion that the pipes might be located by using 
this echo sounder. He pointed out, of course, that 
the search by echo sounder would have to be 
properly organized and success would depend 
upon many factors such as the nature of the sea 

Top: Chart showing the small 
hump about 1 !ft. off the bottom 
which was located during one of 
the preliminary sweeps. It was 

subsequently buoyed. 

bed, i.e. flat or rocky, and whether the pipes were 
lying in a sufficient heap to return a definite echo. 
Mr. Sheldrake approved of the suggestion and 
asked Mr. Jordan to organize the attempt. 

The sounder was readily loaned by the Aden 
Port Trust and a launch was made available by 
the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company into which it was 
fitted. The first thing was to obtain as accurate 
an estimated position as po&sible in order to 
n~rrow the area of search, and accordingly the 
coxwain and crew of the lighter were taken out in 
the launch and the exact course of the tug and 
lighter was steered. When the Arab crew indicated 
the position of the misha p a marker buoy was 
dropped. Colonel Scrutton, resident engineer of 
Rendell, Palmer and Tritton Ltd., was acting as 
surveyor and fixes were taken of this position. 
Runs with the echo sounder were then taken in 
this area and the bottom was found to be quite flat. 

During these sweeps a very small hump one and 
a half feet off the bottom was located and the 
position buoyed. More runs in this particular area 
were completed and a definite hump of some five 

feet was recorded, verifying the existence of son:e 
object on the bottom. 

As darkness had now fallen the area was well 
buoyed and the party returned to shore. 

. Next day a diving launch returned with the 
party to the buoyed area-incidentally two of the 
four marker buoys were missing, having been 
stolen during the night by local fishermen. 

However, at 7 a.m. the diver went down to 
investigate the hump shown by the echo sounder 
chart and found that it was indeed the missing 
pIpes lying in a confused heap. 

On the following day a crane-barge, a lighter and 
three divers were made available by the Port Trust 
and salvage . operations were commenced-within 
a few days the entire load of 800 pipes had been 
recovered and delivered safely to the refinery site 
at Little Aden. 

There is little doubt that but for the accurate 
and sensitive recording of the Kelvin Hughes 
survey echo sounder these pipes, so essential to a 
major project, would still be lying somewhere on 
the ocean bed off Aden. 

Accurate location of the pipes results in their recovery. 
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Geology of the Aden Protectorates 
by 

E. H. Jaques, A.R.S.M., M.I.M.M., F.G.S. 

FOR th0 purpose of describing their geology, 
the Colony and Protectorates of Aden may 
be conveniently divided into three sections : 

(l) the mountainous broken country of the Yemen 
border and coastal area of the Protectorate west 
of Mukalla; (2) the plateau country forming the 
jols of the Eastern Protectorate; (3) the volcanic 
rocks forming the Colony of Aden, Little Aden, 
the group of hills along the coast between Aden 
and Perim, the hills behind Shuqra and Ahwar, 
and the area to the north of Bir Ali. 

The first of these sections is built up of rocks of 
Pre-cambrian age, some of the oldest rocks known 
to geologists, and consists of schists and gneisses, 
with a few areas of granite. These rocks are over
lain in part by sediments of J urassic and Creta
ceous age, the former limestones and some shale, 
the latter sandstones, conglomerates and grits. 
Small areas of rocks intermediate in age between 
the Pre-cambrian .and J urassic are found in a few 
places (believed to be Cambrian in age in the 
Wadi Hajr and at Abyan, and possibly some 
Silurian rock~ along the edge of the Rub Al Khali), 
but in the country examined in detail the areas 
were too small to be of any interest. In broken 
country of the Mukalla and Bandar Burrum dis
tricts rocks of Eocene and younger date are also 
found usually in the form of limestones or shales. 

The second section-the plateau country of the 
Eastern Protectorate-is, on the whole, geo
logically younger than the above. The jols are, in 
the main, underlain by rocks from Eocene to Plio
cene age, the Eocene rocks being massive lime
stones, while the younger rocks are limestones, 
shales and sandstone, usually interbedded and in 
relatively thin layers. Much gypsum in thin veins 
is also associated with these later rocks. The deep
cutting wad is such as the Wadi Hadhramaut and 
its tributaries demonstrate that the rocks are under
lain by Cretaceous sandstone, but none of the 
rocks older than this is exposed in the jol country. 

Potassium nitrate occurs in very small quanti-
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ties as a thin incrustration on the face of the lime
stone cliffs forming the walls of the Wadi Hadhra
maut near Seiyun. The origin of the deposits is 
obscure, but it has been collected by Arabs and 
used in the local manufacture of gunpowder. 

The last section of the country is made up of vol
canic rocks believed to be of very recent age. There 
are no records within historical time of volcanic 
activity in the area, but the lavas of this section, 
especially those near Shuqra and Bir Ali, have the 
appearance of being of very recent age, and thin 
bands of lava have been found cutting the sands 
of the coastal plains both at Shuqra and in the sea 
oft Little Aden. The volcanic rocks form steep 
barren hills, usual1y rising abruptly from the sandy 
coastal areas. 

The hills forming the Colony of Aden are mainly 
beds of volcanic ashes and tuffs with only a rela
tively small amount of actual lava, usually of 
andesitic or trachitic composition. It is due to the 
softness of these ashes and tuffs that such rapid 
weathering has taken place in the hills forming 
the Shamshum range above the Crater at Aden, 
causing the formation of numerous small caves. In 
Little Aden there would appear to be rather more 
lava and less ash and tuff, but the lava there seems 
to be made up of a large number of varieties, and 
much detailed work would have to be done before 
it would be possible to sort out all the different 
types that occur. Neither in Aden nor at Little 
Aden has it been possible to determine the position 
of the vents from which the volcanic rocks were 
erupted; but the so-called Crater seems a most 
unlikely spot to have been the centre of volcanic 
activity. 

In the volcanic area between Shuqra and Ahwar, 
although some of the higher hills appear to be 
reddish volcanic ash and agglomerate, the valleys 
are filled with solid lava flows which at the surface 
are ropey and scoriaceous. The course of these 
flows appears to have been controlled by the 
position of the agglomerate hills and suggests that 

Right.' Contour map 
of the Colony illustrat
ing the volcanic forma
tion of Aden and Little 
Aden. Photo by cour
tesy of the Imperial In
stitute Galleries. Map.' 
copyright, George 
Philip and Son Ltd. 

Below.' Limestone 
rock at A byan show
ing the tilting strata. 
Photo by courtesy of 
Dr. Herbert Greene. 
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the volcanic activity took place in two stages; first, 
the pouring out of the agglomerate and some ash, 
and then, later, after a certain amount of erosion 
had taken place, the lava was erupted. As in the 
case of Aden, no actual vents or volcanic cones 
could be located in this area. The Bir Ali area 
was not closely examined but appears in general 
to consist of volcanic rocks of the same types as 
those at Shuqra and Ahwar. At Bir Ali, however, 
it is possible from the air to see numerous vents 
and cones which show that here at any rate the 
lava was emitted through a number of small aper
tures and not from the main cone. 

The whole geological structure of the Colony 
and Protectorates as seen today is controlled at 
any rate in the seaward areas by the two great 
rifts now occupied by the Red Sea and the Gulf of 
Aden. These rifts, like the great rift valleys of 
East Africa, were formed in recent geological 
times. As far as can be seen from the relatively 
little geological work that has been done in this 
area the rocks of J urassic and later date were laid 
upon an eroded and rugged topography of the Pre
cambrian metamorphic rocks, and the general 
topography was probably similar to that still exist
ing in the hinterland of the Eastern Aden Pro
tectorate, the beds being fiat or very gently dipping. 
When the rifting occurred the bottoms of the 
valleys now occupied by the Red Sea and the Gulf 
of Aden dropped some hundreds of feet and, 
naturally, the balance of the rocks on either side 
of the rift was disturbed. On the Arabian side this 
disturbance seems to have caused the rocks to 
slide forward towards the rift and then to topple 
backwards. 

As a result, the rocks along the coastal edge of 
the mountainous country all have a dip of from 
thirty to forty degrees away from the sea and the 
rift, instead of towards it as might have been 
expected. 

This relatively steep landward dip of the rocks 
can be traced all along the coastal area from the 
western part of the Eastern Aden Protectorate as 
far west as the Aden-Dhala road. If one pro
ceeds up the Aden-Dhala road as far as At Tomer 
it will be noted that the range of limestone hills 
running eastwards from the road towards Abyan 
suddenly turns northwards and runs in a roughly 
north-westerly direction. All the other hill ranues :;, 

to the east of the road show the same trend, which 
will also be noted in the sandstone hills in the 
Moflehi country east of Dhala. It seems certain 
that the whole structure of the country is con
trolled by the direction of the Red Sea rift valley 
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to which these structures are nearly parallel. The 
disturbed state of the country permitted no 
examination of the area east or west of the Aden
Dhala road when the most recent survey was 
made, to determine how far the control of the 
structure by the rift valley continued. 

From the point of view of mineral resources the 
Aden Protectorates have come off badly. 
Although surrounded by countries producing oil, 
no oil-bearing strata are known to exist within the 
boundaries of the Protectorates; in a number of 
cases, however, the occurrence of patches of bitu
men shows that in bygone days oil had occurred 
in . those areas 

The reason for the non-occurrence of oil in the 
Protectorates is not far to seek. In the southern 
part of the country the more recent rocks have 
been eroded away until the ancient rocks are ex
posed in the bottoms of all the deeper valleys, and 
these rocks are too old to contain oil. It therefore 
follows that any oil originally contained in the 
younger rocks leaked away as soon as the erosion 
cut down below the level at which this oil was 
stored. In the case of the Eastern Protectorate, the 
rocks dip gently away to the north, and have no 
structures which could trap and hold up the oil; 
any oil they might have contained will have 
gradually seeped away down the dip to the desert 
areas of the Rub al Khali. 

Interest was shown in the possibility of the 
occurrence of sulphur in connection with the vol
canic region surrounding Aden. A visit was paid 
to the island of J ebel Tier in the Red Sea, where . 
a small deposit was worked by the Italians prior 
to the 1914-18 war and is still occasionally used 
by the Yemen Arabs for the manufacture of their 
gunpowder. It was found forming round a small 
fumarole, but was too small in quantity to be of 
commercial interest. 

It is, of course, possible that other minerals may 
be found in parts of the Protectorates hitherto in
accessible, but from the general geology of the 
country the occurrence of large mineral deposits 
appears improbable. It must also be remembered 
that with the poor communications at present 
existing in the Protectorates any deposits of bulky 
minerals such as coal or iron would have to be 
extremely large and of exceptional quality to 
justify the cost of building roads or railways for 
the purpose of exploiting them. Again, in the case 
of the more valuable and less bulky minerals such 
as gold or tin the absence of abundant water re
quired for the treatment of their ores would make 
their successful mining very difficult. 

Famous Aden Companies 

Cable and Wireless . 

Telegraph station at Aden: 
operator in the ship-shore 

wireless cabin. 

SINCE the opening of trade routes between 
Europe and the East, Aden has been an im
portant centre of commerce. In the twentieth 

century Aden has achieved prominence in another 
field also: it is a key centre in the world's largest 
telecommunications network which links together 
the people of the British Commonwealth. 

The first submarine cable was landed at Aden 
in 1858, when the Red Sea and India Telegraph 
Company laid a cable down the Red Sea and 
round the coast of Arabia to Karachi. It started 
from Suez and called at Kassiri, Suakin, Aden, 
Hillainich and Muscat. 

The route was insufficiently sounded, the cable 
used was too fragile, and the project was a failure. 
Messages were exchanged over the intermediate 
sections at a speed of five words a minute, but 
never over the continuous length, and the cable 
eventually broke down. 

In 1862 the Telegraph to India Company was 
formed. It tried unsuccessfully to restore the cable 
links between Suez, Aden and Karachi, and 
then abandoned the scheme. Then the Indian 
Government decided to take into its own hands 
the establishment of communications with Europe, 
and in 1863 a submarine cable was laid between 
Karachi ' and Fao. Telegrams from Britain to 
India then travelled by the Dover-Cape Griz Nez 
cable laid in 1851, and by landlines across Europe 
to Turkey and Persia, whence they completed their 
journey by the Indian Government's cable. 

In 1866 the first successful long-distance cable 
was laid across the Atlantic by the five-funnelled 
paddle steamer Great Eastern. The success of the 
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venture gave encouragement to the hitherto dor
mant plans to link Britain by cable with her 
Eastern Empire. 

The first cable in the British system was laid in 
1868 for a distance of 900 miles under the Mediter
ranean from Malta to Alexandria. At about the 
same time the British Indian Submarine Telegraph 
Company was formed to lay a cable from the 
southern end of the newly opened Suez Canal to 
Bombay, yia Suez, Aden and thence to Bombay. 
Meanwhile, the Falmouth, Gibraltar and Malta 
Telegraph Company laid a cable from Porthcurno, 
Cornwall, southwards to Carcavelos (Portugal) and 
via Gibraltar to Malta so that by 1870 a 6,000-
mile chain of cables, operated by three associated 
companies, linked Britain with India. These com
panies were amalgamated in 1872 to form the 
Eastern Telegraph Company. 

The cables in use in 1870 could carry only one 
message in one direction at a time. In 1875 a sys
tem of duplex telegraphy was perfected by means 
of which messages cod Id be sent in both directions 
simultaneously. One of the first chains of cables to 
be duplexed was that between Suez, Aden and 
Bombay. These cables were the first to be insu
lated with gutta-percha, a gum-like substance 
resembling rubber, which is now being superseded 
a~ an insulation material by polythene, a plastic. 

In 1879 the Eastern and South African Tele
graph Company was launched to establish com
munications between Aden, on the Eastern Com
pany's system, and the Cape of Good Hope, by 
a series of cables down the coast of East Africa. 
During the succeeding years, the Eastern Tele-



graph Company began to develop its installation 
at Ras Boradli, Aden, the leasehold of which was 
granted to the company by the Secretary of State 
for India in 1876. 

As the cable system grew, Aden's importance as 
Cl telegraph station increased. In 1890 a cable was 
laid between Aden and Perim, where a cable 
station was installed. 

The cables laid beyond India, from Iviadras to 
Penang, and to Singapore, Hong Kong, Shanghai 
and Australia, were operated by the British
Australian, the British-Indian Extension, and the 
Chinese Submarine Telegraph Company. In 1873 
John Pender amalgamated these companies into 
the Eastern Extension, Australasia and China 
Telegraph Company. Cables were laid across to 
Australia, and from St. Vincent, Cape Verde 
Islands, to Bathurst, and down the west coast of 
Africa to Cape Town. 

At the end of the nineteenth century the Govern
ments of the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia 
and New Zealand joined to form the Pacific Cable 
Board, and with the laying of a cable in 1902, 
which spanned the Pacific from British Columbia 
to Australia and New Zealand, the cable network 
encircled the globe. 

Meanwhile, in 1901, Marconi sent his first radio 
signals across the Atlantic. In 1907 he opened the 
first regular commercial radio-telegraph service 
between Britain and Canada. Other services with 
the United States and Europe followed later. Wire
less had begun to take its place as a means of 
international communication. 

Competition between the Eastern cable group, 
the Government beam radio systems and the 
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Government-owned Pacific Cable Board services 
developed to such an extent that an Imperial Wire
less and Cable Conference was called in 1928. It 
resulted in all the services being brought together 
in 1929 under a company called Imperial and 
International Communications Ltd., and known 
since 1934 as Cable and Wireless Ltd. 

At midnight on June 7-8, 1936, the wireless 
services operated by the Admiralty between Aden 
and Alula, Assab, Djibuti, Berbera, Kamaran and 
Mukalla were taken over by Cable and Wireless. 
A wireless telegraph building was added to the 
other buildings which had been springing up at 
Ras Boradli throughout the preceding years. 

During World War II the work of Cable and 
Wireless's staff at Aden was increased a thousand
fold. In 1940, with the sirens wailing frequently, 
and enemy aircraft attacking constantly, they kept 
open the vital communications links with London, 
Yemen, Kenya, the Seychelles, Colombo, Bombay, 
Muscat, Bahrain, Bagdad, Massawa and Port 
Sudan. A broadcast was made at 4 p.m. each day 
in the local languages of the Aden Protectorate, 
and adjacent countries such as Somaliland and 
Yemen. These broadcasts from Aden were 
received by listeners all over the world. One 
listener in the Pas de Calais picked up the Aden 
broadcast forty-three times. 

In addition to the flood of official messages, the 
staff at Aden handled batches of Expeditionary 
Forces messages, which varied in number between 
fifty and 3,000 a day. Postmen from naval vessels 
would deliver stacks of Forces' telegrams in the 
morning, pay the cost, and return in the evening 
for the receipts. They knew the staff's difficulties 

The company's premises at 
Ras Boradli, A den. 

and, because they could trust C. and W. , con
sidered that provisional receipt was unnecessary. 

Although bombs exploded in the residential area 
of Ras Boradli, damaging the staff quarters, no 
vital part of the installation was put out of action. 

A glance at the schedule of the Cable and Wire
less properties at Aden indicates the rapid expan
sion which took place as the station gt."ew in im
portance. A manager's house was built in 1876 
and a staff bungalow was added a year later. 
Between 1889 and · 1905 single staff quarters were 
built. The existing main office was erected in 1906, 
and also a tennis court for the use of the steadily 
increasing number of staff. In 1923 the main office 
was extended and more staff bungalows were built 
in 1951. 

As the cable staff increased in size their relations 
with the Aden community grew. They began to 
play a leading part in local sporting activities, such 
as yachting, football and cricket. 

In 1945 a great change was made in the orga
nization of the British Commonwealth's communi
cutions system. A Commonwealth Telecommuni
cations Conference in London recommended the 
public ownership of the overseas telecommunica
tions services of all the Commonwealth govern
ments. Financial contributions were to be made 
by the members of the Commonwealth for the 
maintenance and use of the cable system. The 
recommendations were accepted. 

On November 6, 1946, Royal Assent was given 
to the Cable and Wireless Act, which provided for 
the company to be taken into public ownership by 
transfer of the shares to the British Treasury. In 
the same year Cable and Wireless took over from 
the Royal Indian Navy the Aden Coast Wireless 
Station, from which it now operates both wireless 
telegraph and radiotelephone services. 

Between 1947 and 1952 the Governments of the 
United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zea
land, South Africa, India, Southern Rhodesia and 
Ceylon acquired the assets of the telegraph ser
vices within their territories which were previously 
operated by Cable and Wireless, either directly or 
through associated companies. The services were 
taken over either by the respective postal telegraph 
departments or by specially created government 
organizations. 

The remainder of the British Commonwealth 
system, of which Aden is a key centre, is operated 
today by Cable and Wireless and its associated 
companies. With few exceptions, the company 
operates the external cable and wireless commu
nications of the Crown Colonies. It owns and 
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The instrument room at Aden. 

maintains the 150,000-mile British cable system 
which links the Dominions and Colonies of the 
Commonwealth, and maintains and develops it 
by means of its fleet of eight cable ships. 

Some of these cable ships are frequent visitors 
to Aden, especially the 2,500-ton C.S. Edward WiZ
shaw, which is stationed normally at Mombasa. 
The ship maintains .the sections of the Common
wealth cable system which lie in the Red Sea and 
Indian Ocean areas. She was chosen to represent 
C. and W.'s fleet in the Coronation Naval Review 
at Spithead. 

The most recent additions to the company's 
installation at Ras Boradli are the modern wireless 
aerial masts which were erected on Chapel Hill in 
1951. Wireless circuits are now operated at Aden 
with Addis Ababa, Bahrain, Berbera, Djibuti, 
Bargeisa, Kamaran, Mukalla and Seiyun (Hadhra
maut), Perim (replacing the cable connection aban
doned in 1948), Sanaa (Yemen) and Taizz. 

Also operating through Aden are the following 
cable chains: London-Singapore, Malta-Bom
bay, Malta-KarachI; Malta-Colombo, and 
Bombay-Zanzibar. 

In addition to its installation at Ras Boradli, 
Cable and Wireless has two sub-offices in Aden, 
and it is the only organization which delivers tele
grams in the Colony. The company and the con
cerns from which it was derived have been closely 
connected with the development of Aden for 
almost a hundred years. During that time the 
Colony has grown in importance, not only as a 
centre of trade but as one of the most important 
centres in the British Commonwealth's telecom-

. munications network-the largest in the world. 
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Port of Aden Traffic 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 
Total value, excluding land trade, from August 1951 to July 1952 

IMPORTS EXPORTS "I 

Year Month E.A. Shillings Sterling E.A. Shillings Sterling I 

1951 
AUGUST ... . .. 74,404,500 3,720,225 34,465,500 1,723,275 
SEPTEMBER ... 64,089,000 3,204,450 30,781,500 1,539,075 
OCTOBER ...... 59,276,000 2,963,800 41,720,000 2,086,000 
NOVEMBER 66,549,000 3,327,450 55,460,000 2,773,000 
DECEMBER ... 75,764,000 3,788,200 48,243,000 2,412,150 

1952 
JANUARY . .... . 92,385,000 4,619,250 43,662,000 2,183,100 
FEBRUARY 122,918,000 6,145,900 43,718,000 2,185,900 
MARCH 82,797,000 4,139,850 35,405,000 1,770,250 
APRIL 103,097,000 5,154,850 40,067,000 2,003,350 
MAY 99,505,000 4,975,250 34,011,000 1,750,550 
JUNE 83,399,000 4,169,950 25,326,000 1,266,300 o u T E R 
JULY 92,503,000 4,625,150 32,957,000 1,647,850 

1,016,686,500 50,834,325 465,816,000 23,340,800 

NUMBER OF VESSELS (Steam and Motor) AND COUNTRY CRAFT 
USING THE PORT FROM APRIL 1952 to MARCH '953 

Steam and fv1otor Vessels (including warships and Country Craft 
Government Craft) (Dhows) 

Net Register 
Month Nos. Tonnage Nos. Tonnage 

1952 
APRIL ............ 434 1,903,351 181 14,378 
MAY ............ 423 1,909,387 179 9,850 
JUNE ............ 375 1,692,600 104 7,730 
JULY ....... ..... 410 1,856,895 71 6,992 
AUGUST ......... 381 1,659,653 70 5,860 
SEPTEMBER ...... 402 1,723,797 101 8,455 
OCTOBER . ........ 407 1,828,751 196 12,878 
NOVEMBER 424 '" 1,874,233 151 12,027 
DECEMBER ...... 402 1,815,825 134 11 ,795 

1953 
JANUARY ......... 390 1,673,041 147 11,267 
FEBRUARY 373 1,586,235 125 9,994 
MARCH 423 1,840,387 223 14,852 

----

4,844 21,364,155 1,682 126,078 

52 



./' 

~UST'( 
~-- - - _ Measured Distance 3040 Feet - - _ . - . - --1 

--------I i ",) 
/' 

/' 

R U B 8 L E ,f(-: /' M 0 U N D 

... 

• 0 •• • • 

L 

lerth) 

";;!'~'('):'\"i':'~!~''?:;:':~~!; ~~~:' 
' . . ... .. . .. ,' 



Forging Ahead with expand-

ing resources and a rapidly developing programme 

of refinery and tanker construction, the Anglo

Iranian Oil Company continue their progressive 

marketing developments. Their BP International 

Oil Bunkering Service-established at Aden in 

1919-is available at some 150 ports on the 

world's shipping routes. 

BP (Aden) Limited 
53 



LUKETHO~S&COMPANYL~ 
Established 1871 

LLOYD'S AGENTS SHIP REPAIRERS 

AGENTS 

INSTITUTE OF 

LONOON 

UNDERWRITERS 

Steamer Point FLOATING OOCK 

ADEN 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS : 

359 459 

Length 224ft. Breadth 48ft. 
Lifting capacity 800 tons 

GENERAL & ELECTRICAL 

ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS 
NORTH BRITISH 

& MERCANTILE 

INSURANCE CO. 505 (HedjufI Workshop) 
REFRIGERATED 

STORAGE 

LONOON & 

PROVINCIAL 

INSURANCE CO. 

TELEGRAMS: 

THOMAS ADEN 

SEA TRANSPORT 

FREIGHT AGENTS 

STEVEDORES 

SHIPPING AGENTS 

ALFRED HOLT & CO. 
(Blue Funnel) 

BEN LINE LTD. 

BIBBY LINE 

THOS. & JNO. BROCKLEBANK LTD. 

BURNESS SHIPPING CO. LTD. 

J. & J. DENHOLM LTD. 

ELDER DEMPSTER LINES LTD. 

ELLERMAN'S WILSON LINE LTD. 

FURNESS WITHY & CO. LTD. 

KERR STEAMSHIP CO. INC. 

Agencies include: 

Head Office : 

LYLE SHIPPING CO. LTD. 

NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA 

NOUVELLE COMPAGNIE HA VRAISE 
PENINSULAIRE 

OSAKA SHOSEN KAISHA 

SIR R. ROPNER & CO. LTD. 

ROYAL MAIL LINES LTD. 

WALTER RUNCIMAN & CO LTD. 

SVITZER'S BJERGNINGS ENTREPRISE 
(Salvage Vessel" Protector ") 

UNION-CASTLE LINE 

SUFFOLK HOUSE, 5 LAURENCE POUNTNEY HILL 

CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 

LUKETHOMAS&COMPANYLTD 
Established 1871 

IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS 

REPRESENTING 
ARMSTRONG WHITWORTH- Pneumatic Tools. 

THE LIGHTFOOT REFRIGERATION CO. LTD . 
--Commercial and Industrial Refrigeration and 
Air Conditioning. 

RUSTON AND HORNSBY-Engines and Pumps. 

WILSON BROS.-Woodworking Machinery. 

A VELING BARFORD-Road Rollers, Dumpers, 
etc. 

W. H. BAXTER LTD.-Stone Breakers . 

CRlTTALL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD.
Steel Windows, Doors, etc . 

W. T . HENLEY'S TELEGRAPHIC WORKS CO. 
LTD.-Wires, Cables and Distribution Equip
ment. 

MILLAR'S MACHINERY CO.--Concrete Mixers, 
Pumps, Tower Hoists, Roller Pan Mixers , 
Asphalt and Tarmacadam Plant. 

" SISALKRAFT " Building Paper. 

" ROBBIALAC" Paints. 

" CONDOR" Lamps. 

SACCONE AND SPEED-Wines and Cigars. 

COFFEE 

"JOHN EXSHAW" Brandy. 

NICHOLSON'S Gin. 

THE APOLLINARIS CO. LTD. -" Presta " 
Aerated Waters and Squashes. 

BELLING & CO. LTD.-Electric Cookers . 

" PRIMUS " Stoves and Lamps. 

THOMAS HEDLEY & CO. LTD.-" Dreft " and 
" Tide." 

HORLICKS LTD . 

WALTERS' Palm Toffees. 

SWIFT AUSTRALIAN CO. PTY. LTD. 

GEO. & R. DEWHURST LTD., MANCHESTER 
-Textiles. 

GEO. & R. DEWHURST (OVERSEAS) LTD ., 
BOMBAY. 

FOTHERGILL AND HARVEY LTD.-" Tygan" 
Screencloth and Seat Covers. 

Y ARDLEY'S Perfumery and Toilet Preparations 

PLANT PROTECTION LTD. 

C. C. W AKEFIELD- " CASTROL" Lubricants . 

HIDES 

and 

SKINS 

ADEN 
and 

ADDIS ABABA 

Head Office: 

SUFFOLK HOUSE, 5 LAURENCE POUNTNEY HILL 
CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 
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CIVIL ENGINEERING 

AND BUILDING CONTRACTORS TO THE 

ANGLO-IRANIAN OIL COMPANY 

AT ADEN REFINERY 

GEORGE iWIMPEY & co. LTD., HAMMERSMITH GROVE, LONDON, W.6, ENGLAND 

Overseas at: Aden. Australia. Borneo. 

Cyprus. Gold Coast. Hong Kong. Iraq. Jamaica. Kuwait. Malaya. Pakistan 

Sierra Leone. Singapore. South Africa. Sumatra. 
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ELECTRIC TRUCK 
At a time when industrial trucks are recognized as an essential part of the equip
ment of all modern undertakings, the special advantages offered by Ransomes 

Electric Forklift and Platform Trucks are worth careful study. 

Instant Starting & Stopping in the cold est 
weather without loss of time or wastage 
of fuel. There is no idling power unit. 

Exceptionally Low Operating Costs. 
High ayailability for service with mini
mum down-time. No costly tie-up of 
production equipment or skilled labour. 

Cleanliness in Work. No toxic fumes 
or contamination of production hand
ling. 

Minimum Fire Risk. No inflammable 
fuel, no dangerously high temperatures. 
No increase in load on refrigerators in 
cold stores. 

~ 5'peJ /ut 1lwHs~ , 
I I ~ Gl ~ I ansomes I I FIRST BRITISH MAKERS OF ELECTRIC TRUCKS I 

~ 

FRUIT 

COAL & COKE 

CASTINGS 

There is a wide range of Ransome Trucks for handling loads up to S,OOOlb. Write for illustrated catalogues and full 
particulars. 

RANSOMES SIMS & JEFFERIES LTD., IPSWICH. ENGLAND -
57 
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Fly British 

~ fly by. Aden Airways with 
experienced British 
Captains and Crews. 

~ Aden Ai.rways' reduced 
~ fares give you a 

considerable saving. 

~ Aden Airways work to 
the high standard of 
B.O.A.C with its 
thirty years' experience. 

A SUBSIDIARY OF S.O.A.C 

FIll from ADEN 

to a 11 six continents. · · 
DirectB.O.A.C. services by fully-pressurized 4-engined airliners link Aden with 5 I 

countries on all 6 continents. Deep-seated comfort; complimentary meals; attentive service; 
no tips or extras. 

Regular services by ADEN AIR WAYS within the principal Red Sea Territories connect at 
Aden, Cairo, Khartoum and Nairobi with B.O.A.C. trunk routes. 

Exclusive B.O.A.C. Comet jetliners call at Cairo and Khartoum. 

Consult your local Travel Agent or 
Aden Airways Ltd., 2/4 Esplanade 
Road, Crater. Telephone: Aden 224 ~ ~ 

fLY BY B·O·A·C AND ADEN AIR'WAYS 
BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION 

and its subsidiary company ADEN AIRWAYS LIMITED 
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The British Bank oj 
the Middle East 

CRATER, ADEN 

Dead Office: 51 Gracechurch Street. London. / 7 E.C.3 

(ESTABLISHED BY ROYAL CHARTER 1889) 

Capital paid up 

Reserve 

BRANCHES : 

IRAQ 
Baghdad, Basra 

PERSIAN GULF 
Bahrain, Dubai, Kuwait, Muscat 

Sharjah (Sub-office to Dubai) 

SAUDI ARABIA 

£1,500,000 

£ 1,300,000 

Alkhobar (for Dhahran), Jeddah , Dammam 

SYRIA 
Damascus 
Aleppo 

ADEN COLONY 
Aden 

JORDAN 
Amman 

LEBANON 
Beirut 

Ras-Beirut (Sub-office to Beirut) 

Tripoli 

LIBYA 
Tripoli 

CALTIX 
MARINE FUELS 

at principal ports 
East of Suez 

ADEN MADRAS 

BAHREIN MANILA 

BOMBAY MOMBASA 

CALCUTTA OSAKA 

CAPETOWN PORT 

COCHIN ELIZABETH 

COLOMBO RAS TANURA 

DURBAN SIDON 

HONG KONG SINGAPORE 

KARACHI SUEZ 

KOBE YOKOHAMA 

LOURENCO YOKOSUKA 

MARQUES 

'&m,PING schedules over a large part of the 

world are maintained because of Caltex Fuel 
and Diesel Oils. These high quality petroleum 
products are readily available at modern 
ocean terminals throughout the Eastern 
Hemisphere. Caltex marine lubricants are also 
available at more than 350 world ports as are the 
services of skilled technicians-to insure full 

efficiency and economy of operation 
~ough the use of these products. 

CALTEX PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS 

I, 
11: 

I ~ 

I 
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Cable address: .. DELBOURGO ADEN." 

s. E. DELBOURGO (ADEN) LTD. 
Steamer Point 

ADEN 
Offices in Addis Ababa, Asmara, Djibouti 

AGENTS FOR: 

UNILEVER . YORKSHIRE INSURANCE CO. . NESTLE . ZEISS . ILFORD 

MULLARD ~ PAILLARD • GENERAL TYRES· DEWAR'S WHISKY, ETC. 

SOAPS 

EDIBLE' FATS AND OILS 

MILK PRODUCTS 

BUTTER, CHEESE 

FISH, POULTRY, OTHER 
PROVISIONS 

(CANNED - FRESH - FROZEN) 

BEER, WINES AND SPIRITS 

SQUASHES 

BISCUITS, CHOCOLATES 
CONFECTIONERY 

TOBACCO, CIGARETTES 
CIGARS 

FLOUR, RICE, SUGAR 

EDIBLE STARCH, ETC. 

CAMERAS 

TYPEWRITERS 

PHOTOGRAPHIC FILMS 

PAPERS, CHEMICALS 

TEXTILES 

SHOES, SPORTS GOODS 

RUGS 

LADIES' AND GENTS ' 

OUTFITTERS 

(DAKS, ETC.) 

WATCHES 

TYRES AND TUBES 

CEMENT 

IRON AND STEEL PIPES 

TUBES 

SANITARY WARE 

SHEET GLASS 

TIMBER 

PLYWOOD, HARDBOARD 

STEEL FURNITURE 

SAFES, ETc. 

Fire"t Marine and Motor Insurance 

Ship chandling and retailing through: THE ELITE STORES, STEAMER POINT, ADEN 
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ETHIOPIA 
Addis Ababa, Diredawa & Dessie 

Branch Offices at 
ERITREA 

Asmara & Massawa 
FRENCH SOMALlLAND 

Djibouti 

SOMALI LAND PROTECTORATE 
Berbera & Hargeisa 

THE ARABIAN 
TRADING COMPANY LIMITED 
Established 1894 Incorporated in England 

Merchants, Importers, Exporters and Insurance Agents 
Telephone No. 256 Cable Address: XEBEC, Aden 

REPRESENTING 

NUFFlELD EXPORTS LTD. 
Morris, Riley, Wolseley, M.G. and 

Morris Commercial Vehicles 
B.S.A. 

Motor and Pedal Cycles, Sporting Rifles 
OLDHAM & SON LTD 

"Power to Spare " Motor Batteries 
ALEXANDER DUCKHAM & CO. LTD. 

Motor Oils and Lubricants 
ARMSTRONG'S PATENTS CO. LTD . 

Shock Absorbers 
LEWIS BERGER (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 

Paints and Distempers 
A. C. MORRISON (ENGINEERS) LTD. 

Automatic Lighting Equipment 
THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTD. 

Everything Electrical 
STEELS ENGINEERING PRODUCTS LTD. 

. J COLES ENGINEERING 
Incorporatmg: l PELAPONE-RICARDO 

Diesel Engines and Cranes 
ST ANTON IRONWORKS 

Cast Iron Pipes, etc . 
STEWARTS & LLOYDS LTD. 

Galvanized Iron Piping 
GEORGE KENT LTD. 

Water Meters 
SIGMUNDS LTD . 
Centrifugal Pumps 

GULF OIL (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 
Marine Oils and Lubricants 

THE CENTRAL AGENCY LTD. 
J. & P. Coa ts " Chain" Brand Sewing Threads 
Clark's "Anchor" Brand Handicraft Threads 

" Lightning" Zip Fasteners 
NEUSS, HESSLEIN, KEMPTON LTD. 

Cotton Piece-goods 
M. MAKOWER & CO . LTD. 

Rayon Piece-goods 

PATON & BALDWIN LIMITED 
Knitting Wool 
ROLEX WATCH COMPANY 
Ladies' and Gentlemen's Precision Watches 
LEITZ WETZLAR 
Leica Cameras and Photographic Equipment 
A.B. ORIGINAL ODHNER 
Adding and Calculating Machines 
A.B.C. HANSEN COMPANY A jS 
" Diamant" Grinding Mills 
ROYAL TYPEWRITER CO. INC. 
Portable and Standard Typewriters 
GILLETTE INDUSTRIES LTD. 
Razor Blades and Sets 
" Toni" and" Prom" Home Permanent Waves 
" White Rain» Shampoo 
RONEO LIMITED 
Steel Office Equipment and Furniture 
ELECTROLUX LIMITED 
Kerosene and Electrically operated Refrigerators 
H. J. HEINZ & COMPANY LTD. 
Tinned Soups, Foods and Sauces 
DONALDSON GOLF CLUB MNFRG. CO. LTD. 
Rangefinder Golf Clubs and Accessories 
DUNLOP (SPORTS DIVISION) 
Golf and Tennis Balls, etc. 
JOHNSON & JOHN SON ,(Great Britain) LTD. 
Surgical Goods and Baby Requisites 
WM. R . WARNER & CO. LTD. 
Pharmaceuticals 
HEPBURN & ROSS LTD. 
" Red Hackle" Whisky 
SIR ROBERT BURNETT & CO . LTD. 
"White Satin» 'Gin 
BARCLAY PERK INS & CO. LTD. 
Beers 
UNILEVER EXPORT LIMITED 
Pepsodent and Mentasol Toothpaste 

INSURANCE 
THE GUARDIAN ASSURANCE CO. LTD. Marine, Fire, Burglary and Motor Insurance 



Freight and Passenger Services 

Aden has for nearly a hundred years been a port of call 

for ships of the B.1. Company :-

SERVICES . 

o EASTWARDS to India, Pakistan, Ceylon, Straits, 

China, Japan , Burma and Australasia; 

and to the Persian Gulf via Bombay. 

.. WESTWARDS to Port Sudan , Egypt, Marseilles, 

U.K. and N . Continental ports. 

C) SOUTHWARDS to Kenya, Tanganyika, Zanzibar, 

Portuguese E. Africa and Natal. 

These destinations may be reached either direct or 

t hrough connecting B.1. services. 

B.I. B.I.S.N. CO . LTD. • 122 LEADEN HALL STREET, LONDON, E.C.3 

AGENTS AT ADEN • COWASJEE DINSHAW & BROS. Steamer Point 

PALLONJEE DINSHAW AND COMPANY 
General Merchants and Commission Agents 

STEAMER POINT AN D CAMP • ADEN 
Agents for: 

THE GRAMOPHONE COMPANY LTD., 
of Hayes, Middlesex, England. 

(H. M.V. Products: The Hall Mark of 
Quality) 

TI-!E EMPIRE OF INDIA LIFE ASSURANCE 
CO. LTD., of Bombay, India. 

Cardinal Tile Polish, Mansion Polish for 
Furniture, Cherry Blossom Boot Polish. 

THE CHISWICK POLISH CO. LTD., 
of London. 

THE "ELSAN " MFG. CO., of London 
Chemical System of Sanitation. 

WATER SUPPLY AND GENERAL INDUSTRIES 
L TD. , 

Manufacturers of: Distilled Water, 
Aerated Water, C02 Gas, Cr Ice. Cold 

Storage available. 

PROVISIONS AND 

Agents for: 

WHITE HORSE DISTILLERS LTD., 0/ GlasgolV 
Scotch Whisky. 

WM. McEwAN & CO. LTD. , of Edinburgh 
"Army Ale." 

WM. YOUNGER & CO. LTD., of Edinburgh 
Milk Stout. 

L. R05E & CO. L TD. , of London 
Phosferine Tonic Wine. Lime Juice. 

COW AND GATE LIMITED, of Guildford 
Tropical Milk Food. 

TELOTA COSMETIC CO. , of Blackpool 
Hair Pomade and Creme. 

GENERAL STORES 
PRICES MODERATE 
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Le familiar Player's Sailor figure 
symbolises all that is dependable and worth
while in tobacco manufacture. In the 
cigarette world he stands for Player's Navy 
Cut-a name rendered justly famous for 
the excellence and quality it gives to smokers. 
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Telephone No. : ADEN 302 Telegrams: " JYOTI " 

SUNDERJI KALIDAS & SONS 
IMPORT EXPORT 

Section B, Street No. 1 

DIRECT IMPORTERS AND STOCKISTS OF: 

Bush Radios Ltd., London Bush Radio Receiving Sets 
Tnx Electrical Co. Ltd., London Tr;xette Electrical Gramophones 

Agfa Camerawerk, Munchen, Germany Agfa Cameras and Accessories 
Farbenfabriken Bayer, Leverkusen, Gennany Dyes, Pharmaceutical Products and Photo Goods 

Badische Anilin & Soda Fabrik, Ludwigshafen A. Rhein, Germany Indigo and Dyestuffs 
Farbewerke Hocchst A.G. Frankfurt, Germany Napthol Colours and Dyestuffs 

Casella Farbwerk, Mainkur, Germany Dyestuffs and Auxiliaries 
L. Diani, Milano, Italy Cotton Textiles, Rayon Piecegoods, Rayon Yarn and Sundry Articles 

Torpedo Werke, Germany "Torpedo" Typewriters 
G. M . Pfaff, Kaiserslautern Pfaff Sewing Machines 

Christian Dierig, A.G. Grey Sheetings, Printed and Plain Cotton Piecegoods 

Telegrams: "ABOULNOOR." Telephone: 533 

Import - Export 

EBRAHIM M. RAHIMTULLA & Sons Ltd. 
Insurance and Shipping Agents 

P.O. BOX 65 

MEMBERS OF THE 

ADEN SHIPPING CONFERENCE AND THE ADEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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R-OlPES 
Wire ropes "* nylon ropes "* hemp cordage 

"* canvas "* sailcloth and cargo nets "* 

British Ropes Limited 
Stockist: A. BESSE & CO. (ADEN) LTD. 

Telegrams : ' Besse" Aden ' 
Telephone Nos. Aden 446, 447 & 448 
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~ . P.O. BOX 6 PHONE: 273 and 453 ~ 

ATHANAS BROS. (ADEN) LIMITED 
and affiliated firms 

ADEN TOBACCO CO. LTD., and BRITANNIA COMMERCIAL CORPORATION, LTD. 

GENERAL MERCHANTS, IMPORTERS, EXPORTERS, MANUFACTURERS' 

REPRESENTATIVES, TRANSIT AND FORWARDING AGENTS 

Esplanade Road~ Crater~ Aden 

Representing 

SHOW-ROOMS 
at BRITANNIA, 

the Crescent, 
Steamer Point 

MOTOR REPAIR AND 

SERVICE STATION 

Rootes Ltd. (Humber, Hillman, Sunbeam Talbot 
Cars and Commer and Karrier Trucks). 

English Electric Co. Ltd. (Domestic Appliances). 
Carreras Ltd. (Craven "A" and Piccadilly No. 

Cigarettes). 
Ronson Products Ltd. 
Phoenix Assurance Co. Ltd., England (All Classes 

of Accident, Fire and Marine Insurance). 
Longines Watch Co. (Francillon) Ltd., Switzerland. 
Baume & Co. Ltd. (Baume & Heuer Watches). 
Coventry Victor Motor Co. Ltd. (Diesel Outboard 

Engines). 
Triumph Engineering Co. Ltd. (Motor-cycles). 
Continental Components Ltd. (Air Conditioners). 
North British Rubber Co. Ltd. (Motor Tyres and 

Tubes). 
The British Seagul Co. Ltd. (Outboard Motors). 
Gaskel & Chambers Ltd. (Water Coolers). 
Tuborg Breweries Ltd. (Beer). 
Curran Oils Ltd. (Lubricating Oils). 
Ferranti Ltd. (Radios). 
Polak's Frutal Works N.V. (Perfumes, Essences, 

Essential Oils). 
G.B. Carpano (Italian Vermouth). 
Louis De Salignac (Cognacs and Brandies). 
Justus Van Maurik N.V. (Dutch Cigars). 
Vespa (Motor Scooters). 

Affiliated cOlnpanies in Ethiopia~ French SOlllaliland and Eg'~~ld 
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INDEX TO ADVERTISEMENTS 

A. BESSE & Co. (ADEN), LTD. 

ADEN A IRWA YS 

ARABIAN TRADING Co., LTD. 

ATHANAS BROS. (ADEN) , LTD. 

B.l.S.N. Co., LTD. 

B.P. (ADEN) LTD. 

BRITISH BANK OF THE MIDDLE EAST 

BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION 

BRITISH ROPES LTD. 

CALTEX OIL (ADEN) LTD. 

c. IRELAND (ADEN) LTD . ... 
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CORY BROTHERS & Co., LTD., ADEN 14 

C ORY BROTHERS & Co., LTD., LONDON 15 

C OWASJEE DINSHAW & BROS. 10 

EASTERN BANK LTD., THE 3 

EBRAHIM M. RAHIMTULLA & SONS, LTD. 66 

GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. , LTD. 11 

GEORGE WIMPEY & Co., LTD. 56 

HALAL SHIPPING CO. , LTD., THE 6 

LAND-RoVER SI 

L. SAVON & RIES (ADEN SHIPPING) CO., LTD. 5 

LUKE THOMAS & CO., LTD. 54 

LUKE THOMAS & CO., LTD. 55 

l'vincHELL COTTS & CO. (MIDDLE EAST), LTD. 7 

MUNCHcRJEE EDULJEE MANECKJEE 12 
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