This document was created by the
Digital Content Creation Unit

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
2010



COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL.

No. 769.

BASUTOLAND.

REPORT FOR 1912-13.
(For Report for 191112, see No. 729.)

Pregented to doth Wouges of Pariiament by Command of Wis fMajeaty.
October, 1913.

LONDON:
PRINTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF HIS MAJESTY'S
STATIONERY OFFICE
By DARLING axn SON. Lrp.. BacoN Streer, E.

To be purchascd, either dircetly or through any Bookseller, from
WYMAN anp SONS, LimriTep, I'errer Lawg, E.C., and
32, AnmnepoN STrREET, S.W., and 54, S1. MARY STREET, T "DIFF; or
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE (Scorrisa Bran. ,
23, ForTH STREET. EDINBURGH; or
FE. PONSONBY, Limitep, 116, GrarToN STREET, DUBLIN;
or from the Agencies in the British Colonies and Dependencies,
the United States of America, the Continent of Europe nnd Ahrond of
T. FISHER UNWIN, Loxpox, W.C.

1913,
[Cd. 7050-10.] Price 1d,



FINANCIAL

TRADE (22 (1])

AORICULTURE ...

VETERINARY ...

FDUCATION

LEGISLATION ...

GUVERNMEXT INBTITUTIONS

Gaols ...

Punric WoORKs

CrIME AXD PoLicz

CONTENTS.

MEDICAL AND Pusiic HeaLTh

GEXERAL...

LR LN "ae LRl .
e Y e 3T Y
ree tae “er e Y
sen Y (Y een .
es e e 1y e
e ‘e XY e an
ans LR b LR

"y e LX) ERE L} sen “ha
e ve Iy e X7
e e wen [Ty vas
ane LN ) [N ]

e rer ans s san

(R}

Paae

10

1)

11

12

13

14



COLONIAL REPORTA—ANNUAL, 3

No. 769.

BASUTOLAND.

(For Report for 191112, see No. 729.)

Tne Hicuu COMMISSIONER TO THE NECRETARY OF STATE.

High Commissioner’s Office,
Pretoria,
August 25th, 1913,
Str,

I 11avE the honour to transmit to you a copy of a despateh
from the Resident Commissioner of Basutoland forwarding the
Annual Report and Blue Book on the Territory for the financial
vear ended Marel 31st, 1913,

I have, &c.,

(G 1.ADSTONE,
Iigh Commissioner,
The Right Honourable
Tewis Harcourt, M.P.,
&e.. &e.. &e,

Resident Commissioner’s Office,
Maseru,

August bth, 1913.
My Lorb,

I mavr the honour to forward the Blue Book for the

vear ended March 3lst, 1913, together with the Annual Report
for the same period.

T have, &c.,

H, C. SLoLEY,

Resident Commissioner.
Ilis Excelleney

The Right Honourahle
Vizcount Gladstone, P.C., .C.M.G.,
High Commissioner for South Afriea.

(31772=2) Wt 5104688, 1126 & 90, 10/13 XN, A
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BASUTOLAND ANNUAL REPORT, 1912-13.

FINANCIAL.

The revenue of Basutoland for the financial year ended March
d1st, 1913, amnunted to £161,612, and the ordinary expenditure
for the same perind to £150,865. In addition & sum of £20,900
was spent, from surplus balances brought forward from previous
years, on improvement of agriculture, new buildings, and the
establishment of a leper settlement. The following table shows
the revenue collected during the last three years; —

Revenue,
— 1910-11. | 1911-12, | 1912-13,
£ - £ £

N't'vo T'! [ X} [ vew e 109 84‘175 92,0(‘9 97,722
Post Office ... . .. 3,774 3,634 5,096
Licences (including ﬂuuu) 5,851 5,218 6,228
Fees of Court or Office o 343 332 402
Mincellaneous recuipts . 2,259 1,793 3,225
Oustoms . we | 45,029 32,169 43,947
Interest ‘e 4,066 3,648 4,892
Totui ... .. | 145,600 138,864 161,612

It should be noted that the hgures, both of revenue and expendl-
ture, for the year 1911-12 are for nine months only, the finanecial
vear having been altered from June 30th to March 31st.

As, notwithstanding this change, practically the whole of the
\utlve Tax was collected during the vear 1911-12, the figures
under this head for the year 1912-13 indicate a substantial
increase, which is all the more satisfactory seeing that the
Territory has experienced a season of exceptional drought. The
other items of revenue, all of which show gratifying progress, do
not call for specinl mention. The expendiiure incurred during
the past three years is shown in the following stntement: —

Erpenditure,

— 1910-11, | 1911-12, {1912—13

£ £ £

Establishments 13,740 11,165 15,110
Police ... 18,114 14,521 21,065
Post Office ... 4,377 . 3,610 4,586
Allowancas to Chiefs and Headmen e . 6,376 6,108 6,764
Medical Expeuses ... v | 642 761 1,347
Office Qontingencies .. o | L1563 ] 1,396 302)
Revenus Services ... .. .. .. 112 | 100 186
Administration of Justice ... 2421 - 3418 = 4,088

Public Works... v 32,400 32,463 40,603
Hmpit&lﬂ (X1 188 s (1313 ke 9'868 i 8’116 ) 11|687
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—_ l 1910-11.l 1911-12. | 1912-18.

£ 2 £
Education ... .. .. .. .. 12885 | 9804 | 14,657
Rewards for Bpecial Services 64 85 131
AUdt v we  we e e o 386 926 375
Miscellsneouns... ... ... .. we o 1,079 2,981 4,910
Agriculture ... ... ... ... .| 10429 = 10,099 18,186

Natiooal Council ... ... .. ..
Pensiona 2,025 @ 1,792 2879
Cepital Expenditure from SBurplus Balances | 12,124 5234 20,900

Total v oo we o | 134,888 | 111,98 | 171,765

817~ 285 . 131°

These figures, even leaving those on account of capital expendi-
ture on one side, show a great increase on those of two years
before. In the majority of cases the increase is merely due to
the natural growth of the population and progress of theTerritory,
but among causes responsible for increase under particular heads
the followin, .nay be mentioned. Owing to the appearance of
small-pox it was necessary to resort to general vaccination in
areas surrounding the scenes of outbreaks of the disease, and 1n
consequence the expenditure under the head ‘“ Medical Expenses”’
was doubled. Under the head °‘ Office Contingencies’’ a sum
of £1,388 was spent on furniture and fittings for the new head-
quarter offices at Maseru, which were built from funds provided
from surplus balances. Of the amount expended under the head
““ Public Works’’ just half was spent on the maintenance and
repair of roads throughout the country. Owing to the spread
of East Coast fever in the north-eastern districtsa of the Cape
Province it became necessary to increase the precautions taken
to prevent the spread of the disease to Basutoland. No less a
sum than £11,271 was spent during the year on this service,
the expenditure being included under the head ‘* Agriculture.”’

Up to March 31st last w sum of £65,840 in all has been spent
from balances which had been brought forward from year te
year on works of permanent utility and on schemes which it iy
hoped will add to the prosperity of the country. Hospitals have
been built at Mafeteng and Mohale’s Hoek, and the Masern
Hospital has been added to at a total cost of £13,614. Three
bridges have been constructed at a cost of £20,387. Under the
head of ¢ Agriculiure”’ a sum of £7,061 has been spent on the
purchase of stallions and rams and on measures token for the
eradication of scab. A large sum, smounting to £18,009, hasbeen
spent on the preparation of a leper settlement near Maseru, and
a further amount of £20,000 has been authorised for the com-
pletion of the work. When finished accommodation will be pro-
vided for between six and seven hundred lepers.

The following is a stavement of assets and liabilities on Maich
Slst last: —
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Assets,

£ s. d.
Balance at Standard Bank 17,668 8 b
Balances in hands of Sub-Accountants ... 5,019 17 5
On loan to Swazilaud Administration ... 80,000 0 0
On fixed deposit with '<ndard Bank ... 50,000 0 0O
On deposit with Crown agents ... 1,600 0 0
Remittances in transit ... 3,000 0 0
Advances recoverable ... 118 6 3
Total ... .. L£157,2606 12 1

Liabilitics,
£ s d.
Deposits from Labour Agents ... 1,200 0 0
Deposits from Master of Court (listute Moneys) 2,301 13 4
Debit balance with Crown Agents ... 910 8 1
Excess of Assets over Liubilities .o 152,794 10 8
Total ... .. £167,266 12 1

TRADL.

The doubt expressed in last year's Report as to whether the
yield of maize and kafir corn would be sufficient for home con-
sumption has nnfortunately been fouud to be well founded and
large quantities of both have had to be imported to supply the
deficiency. Muize crops are reported uas being fairly good in
the north of Basutoland, in the central puarts und in some of the
mountain districts only fair, and in the south as distinctly bad.
It is hoped, however, that the better crops of the north will make
up for the deficiency in the south and render importation from
outside unnecessary. It is to be regretted that the same cannot
be said of kafir corn, as from all accounts there will be a serious
shortage and large oruers are being placed for supplies fromi the
Orange Free State and Transvaal. The wheat crop has agaiu
proved a disappointment, the one encouraging featurc in the
cultivation of this cereal being the marked din inution in the
quan‘ity of smut, attributable doubtless to the tteution drawn
to the necessity of dipping the seed before planting.

In wool and mchair prices have been fairly well maintuined,
which goes to show that the improvement of quality mentioned
in last year’s Report has not depreciated.

In the absence of statistics remarks on trade must of necessity
be corfinad to narrow limwits, from imformation guined second
hand and from personal observation. Speaking generally, it is
probuble that the volume of trade has remained stationary owing
to the fact that, although there has been a partial fnilure in sowme
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branches of agriculture and in stock raising, yet, on the other
liand, there has been a greater activity in other directions, ond
the valuable asset represented by the labour market has probably
prevented a serious falling off in trade returns.

AGRICULTURE.

Work done during the year has been muinly in the direction
of donga prevention, und tree planiing for that purpose is there-
fore to a large extent experimental. T'wo dongus on the Maseru
reserve were fenced in and stoune damns either repaired or built
to collect silt for tree planting, and the dongas themselves and
the ground within the fencing were planted with poplar, willow,
wild cherry and robinia and the dry banks with American aloe
and prickly pear. Some 3,000 pine trees have alsec been planted
aloug the sides of one of these dongas, which it is hoped will
tend to stop the rush of water. Owing to tho very severe drought
this year the trees have not dome so well as was hoped. At
Teyateyanenz a plece of land very budly cut into by dongus has
been feuced in for experimental purposes and some 30,000 poplar
and willow trees have been planted m the caclosure, which, con-
sidering the bad year, have done well,

The question of afforestation is receiving the serious attention
of the Government as being a means both for preventing the
further erosion of the soil by dongas and for the establishment
of plantations in various paris of the country, The great difticulty
that has to be coped with is the apathy and indifference of the
natives to the evils of soil erosion aud to the question of afforestu-
tion generally, the great commercial importance of the latter
being not realised by them ut present.

During the coming year it is proposed to establish a small
agricultural school and furm near Maseru, the value of which
is to lie more in its demonstrative and educational than in
experimental work, where pupils will, it is hoped, learn praecti-
cally by actual labour s e knowledge und skill in furming
operations.

VETERINARY.

There have been no serious outbreaks of contagious disense in
the Territory during the past year. There has been no recru-
descence of glanders, and it is reasonable to suppose that this
equine disease has been eradicated. No outbreaks of Kast Coast
fever have occurred, and our position so fur as the Natul border
is concerned can be considered much more satisfactory than it ever
hay been since this disense assumed such serious proportions in
Natal. As regards the East Griqualand border, East Coast fever
has caused heuvy losses in the native areas of Kast Grigqualand
and a strict watch is necessarily maintained along the border
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During the year 144 slides have been examined microscopically by
the Principal Veterinary Surgeon; these slides are sent in for
examination by officers stationed on the border whose duty it is
to invesigate all outbreaks of bovine disease and to send gland
and blood smears for examination.

Scab in sheep continues to be very prevalent and the serious
drought experienced during the year has been particularly favour-
able to the existence of the scab parasite, poverty being the
greatest predisposing factor in helping the spread of the disease.
The policy of increasing the number of dipping-tanks is being
continued and during the year 15 new i{anks have been completed,
making a total of 34. The total number of sheep dipped during
the year, namely, 168,32(}), must be considered a very satisfactory
increase on the 86,600 (in round numbers) dipped last year, and
it is a sign that progress is being made. Had not the drought
seriously interfered with dipping operations at several tanks it
is possible that the returns would have been even more satisfactory.

The year 1912.13 will be known as one of the worst for stock
ever experienced in Busutoland, the oldest residents never recol-
lecting such a bad drought. As a result thousands of head of
stock have perished from poverty, and unless copious rains occur
early in the coming spring the outlook for the future is even
more serious, the rainfall for the whole of the Territory being
still far belc w normal.

Owing to the bad outlouk stud rams, Merino and Angora goat
were purchased only for the Leribe and Qacha’s Nek districts,
the later rains having been more favourable in these areas. The
policy of introducing these rams is very popular with the natives,
and there is every reason to suppose that it iy playing an im-
portant part in the improvement of the wool and mohair of the
Territory.

The weather conditions during the whole of the stud season
were most trying and have had a depressing effect unon our
efforts to improve the breed of horses in the country. During
the year 483 mares were covered by Government stallions and
207 live foals Lorn, and although this 1s an increase of 46 foals
on last year it cannot be considered satisfactory. Tlere are
13 Government stallions, which during the season are distributed
throughout the Territory and returned to Maseru during the
winter. Two of these, Arcturus and Rosebud, died during the
year, their deaths being a serious loss to the stud, The lLorse
Norman and the pony Signal Hill have been purchased. The
beneficial effect of endeavours to improve the ponies of the
country is observable at the agricultural shows, where numbers
of ponies sired by Government stallions liave been exhibited,
many of them of very considerable merit. These shows are
increasing in popularity with the natives and there 1s no doubt
are doing much good in inciting them to improve their stock and
tn take greater care of 1it.

There Lhave been o visitations by locusts this year.
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EDUCATION.

All Government-aided schools in this Territory are regulated
by rules drawn up by the Central Board of Advice, an advisory
body, consisting of representatives of the Government and of the
missions, formed in 1910. These rules, which ure embodied in
a pamphlet, have been approved by His Excellency the High
Commissioner and are as occasion may require liable to amend-
ment at the annual meetings of the Board of Advice. An
immediate effect of the ndopted resolutions of the Board was—
as the following table shows—that the attendance of pupils,
which Luad for years been statiorary, or even retwgrnde, increused
with great rapidity.

Table of Tutal Average Attendance n Schools and Institutions.

Yeur ending December,

1902 9,067
1903 oo 10,024
1904 .. 10,041
1900 9,963
1906 9,704
1907 0,454
1908 9,279
1909 .. 9,498
1910 ... 11,651
1911 v 13,417
1912 e 19,271

The following table shows the enrolment of pupils in elemen-
tary schools during the last two years:—

Enrolment of Pupils in Elementary Schools.

No. of Pupils on Rcll | Number of Pupils on Roll,
December, 1911, December, 1812.

Mission,

|
|
|
. Boys. | Girls.
f

Total. | Boys. | Guuls. | Total.

Paris Evangelical Mis- | 5,250 | 8,548 . 14,198 ' 6,241 | 9,957 | 16,198
elon Bociety. !

Church of England 1 8i4 | 1,263 2,077 ‘ 898 | 1512 | 2410

Rowan Catholic ... 207 928 1135 204 | 1,309 | 1,503

!
i

Total ... j 6,671 10,739! 17410 | 7433 | 12,778 | 20,211

The lurgely increused number of pupils on the roll, namely,
2,801, is very satisfactorily accounted for by the attendance of
pupils iu out-of-the-way and backward districts. The average
attendunce of pupils in elementary schools is given in the follow-
ing table:—
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dveraye Attendance of Pupils in Elementary Schools.

Year endi ' Year ending
December, 1911. December, 1912,

b

Boys. | QGirle. ’ Total. | Boys. | Girls. lTota.l.

Mission.

'
Paris Evangelioal Mis-« 4,305 | 6,183 | 10,488 { 4,669 | 7,171 | 11,830
sion Boociety. ‘
Church of England ... : 599 876 1,475 631 1,042 1,673
Roman Catholic ... 176 738 914 223 982 | 1,205

i
Total ... : 5080 | 7797 | 12,877 | 5513 | 9,195 | 14,708

Theve figures show un increased attendance of 1,831 on last
year, due to the number of children attending school on their
own account, their parents taking no interest in the question
whether their children should or should not come under the
influence of the mission school.

The total number of elementary schools in Basutoland iy 280,
and it is satisfactory to note that o laurge number of these are
small schools with an attendunce of under 45, which shows the
extent to which the influence of education has permeated to the
more distant and uncivilised parts of the country.

Industrial training institutions continue to turn out a number:
of boys who find work as masons, carpenters, &c., and many
villages show the result of their training in the shape of some
solidly-built dwelling place of well-cut stone.

LEGISLATION.

The following are among the more important Proclamations
issued by is Excellency the High Commissioner during the
year under repert:—

1. Cattle Importation Proclamation, regulating theé introduction
of cattle into Basutolarnd from ihe Union.

2. Further Native Labour Amendment Proclawmation, dealing
chiefly with the questions of desertion of native labourers after
they have been recruited, and of incressing the efficiency of the
security for good behuviour that has to be found by all labour
agents on tuking out a licence in Basutolund.

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS.

The number of ost Offices in the Territory remains unaltered,
but sub-ugencies for the circulation of ietters and sule of postage
stamps and postal orders have been opened at 'Fhabs Bosiu, Roma,
and Mojara in the Maseru district in order to relieve the conges-
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tion of the Maseru Post Office, where work has been increasing
steudily for some time past. It is proposed to establish further
sub-agencies at Motsekuoa’s and Thabarney in the Maieteng
district, The necessity for establishing sub-agencies is doubtless
thc outcome of the ever-increasing needs of the npatives for
greater postal facilities.

Postage stamps to the value of £3,397 8s. 94. were sold during
the year as compared with £3,134 15s. 7d. sold during the
previous year, being an increase of £262 12¢. 2d. Telegraph
collections amounted to £1,356 6s. 84., being u decrease of
£38 125, 1d. on the previous year’s collection, but on the other
Land cable collections show an increase of £28, being £91 12s. 64.
for the year under review as against £63 12s. ¢d. for the previous
year. Savings Bank deposits amounted to £5,495 5s. Od., and
withdrawals to £4,693 16s5. dd. for 19i2-13 as compared with
£4,603 13s. 6d., and £3,2256 17¢. 11d., respectively, for 1911-12,
being u respective increuse of £891 11s. 6d. and £1,367 18s. Gd.

The following cowmparative table shows the amount of money
orders and postal orders issued and paid during the lust two
yvears D -—

Issued. Paid.
Year. ——— - [ - s —— - e — ...__.._...'__.__,__... -

Number. = Amount, Number. ! Amount.

. f

£ : £
1912-13 25,848 38,693 18,160 : 36,897
1911-12 20,542 30,014 15,742 [ 33,686
Incrensed ... 5,306 B 2,418 ' 3311
|

The progress of the boys at the Government Industrial School
at Maseru continues to be good, and the class of work turned
out has been excellent. Most of the energies of the school during
the year have been spent on the building of the leper settlement
on a piece of land about four wmiles from Maseru, and the work
Lus been of the greatest value to the boys, who have thus had the
oppurtunity of obtaining an insight into very practical work.
The school has ulso built in Maseru a new stone church for
Furopeans, and the quality of the work is undoubtedly excellent.
It is gratifying to note, with regard to the teaching of musonry
in this and other industrial schools, that the natives are beginning
tu put to a practical wse the knowledge acquired by them at these
schooly, and in many villages throughout the country can be seen
neat, well-built, stone huts which must doubtless have been put
up by former pupils in these sclools.

GAOLS.
There are seven gaols and two lock-ups in Basutoland, and
during the year under review U538 prisoners passed through tlhem
us compared witli 558 i the period 1911-12.
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PUBLIC WORKS.

The new headquarter offices, which were commenced in July,
1911, were completed in July, 1912, when the staff and the records
were transferred to the new buildings. The new Government
Offices at Mohale’s Hoek have also been completed. New offices
are 1n course of construction at Leribe, where they were badly
needed. The bridge over the Tsoaing has been completed and is
=:ow open for traffic. Hutting for the police at various stations
in the country has been proceeded with. The roads have been
considerably improved and a number of cross culverts built. There
is, however, room for muchk improvement in this respect.

CRIME AND POLICE,

The police force of the Territory on Mareh dlst, 1913, was ot

the {ollowing strength :—
European Inspectors
Europeau Sub-Inspeclors 1
European Constables
Native Officers
Native Constables
Native Sergeaiits .
Native Corporals 14
Native Privates ... 260
Native Special Police... .. 240

The native special police shown above are employed as border
guards in the Quthing and Qacha’s Nek districts as a precaution
aguinst the introduction of East Coast fever into the Territory.
They are not uniformed with the exception of an arm badge, but,
like tle regular force, are mounted.

Liquor smuggling, in spite of the good work done by the police
in combating the illicit traftic, continurs to be carried on exten-
sively, the ease with which supplies are obtained across the borders
rendering it a most difficult matter to check its introduction into
Basutoland.

The following table shows the arrests for liguor smupgling
during the last five years, but it is feared that the number of
arrests made 1s small in comparison witli the number of unde-
tected smugglers:—

DI =D

1908-09 ... ... 79 arrestse
1909-10 ... o 90,
1910-11 ... . 148,
1911-12 (9 months ended 31 March,

1912 160 ,,

w1218 ... . T 188 )




BASUTOLAND, 1912-13, 13
MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH.
The following table shows the number of patients treated at

the Government hospitals and dispensaries for the last two
years : —

; Out-patients

Year. In-patienta. ?::;p::ﬁ;" (subsequent

* | sttendances),
1911-12 . e 1,674 36,264 8,931
1912“"13 [11] [T [11] 1,959 41,923 13,014

A table showing the number of beds in each hospital was given
in the Report for 1909-10.

There has been an unusual amount of il'ness in the Territory
during the year, due to the adverse meteorological conditions,
droughty years always being accompanied by an increased amount
of sickness. Small-pox has been very prevalent, but the type has
been mild. There were 600 cases, with only 40 deaths, mostly
in unvaccinated patients. Infected villages are immediately
quarantined and the inhabitants vaccinated. Should vaccination
be refused the prejudices of the cbjectors have been speedily over-
come by the putting in quarantine of the villages in which they
reside. Some difficulty was naturally encountered in maiataining
strict quarantine, and the spread of the disease from one village to
another could generally be traced to people evading tne regula-
tions. The number of vaccinations and revaccinations performed
during the year was 109,470, the best vaccinated districts showing
a marked freedom from the disease, which was mostly prevalent
in remote villages of south Basutoland, where the people are more
ignorant and backward, and have in past vears declined
vaceination.

Enteric fever has been very prevalent and appears to be spread-
ing to distant villages. The hospital accommodation of the
Territory only admits of a small number of patients being treated
on modern lines, and, moreover, since cases are not usually re-
ported until about the second week of the disease, experience has
shown that it is better to leave the patients where they are, how-
ever uniavourable the surroundings, than to attempt to move them
into hospital. It is astonishing what a large number recover
under the worst conditions.

Considerable progress has been made with the buildings of the
Icper settlement, about four miles from Maseru, and they should
be ready for occupation towards the end of 1913. Provision is
being made for 640 patients, but, if necessary, the accommodation
could easily be extended to take 50 per cent. more at a minimum
expenditure, and without interfering with the general arrange-

ments of the institution. 7
The health of the police and convicts has been excellent.
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GENERAL.

It is with extreme regret that the death of Mr. Lewis
Wroughton, the Government Secretary, has to be recorded.

Mr. Wroughton had been ailing for some time, had been
granted six months’ leave, and was or the point of starting
on his leave, when he passed quietly away on the night of April 23.
Mr. Wroughton joined the Basuvtoland service in 1884 as a Sub-
Inspector of the Police and had completed 28 years of good and
faithful service. He leaves a widow and two young children, to
whom the sympathy of the entire service ia extended.

''he death of Mr. Wroughton rendered certain official changes
necessary. Mr. Barry May, Government Secretar; of the
Bechuanaland Protectorate Service, was transferred to Dasutoland
as Deputy Resident Commissioner and Treasurer. Mr. J. C.
Macgregor, Assistant Commissioner of the Leribe district, wns
transferred to Bechuanaland as Rovernment Secretary of the
Protectorate. Mr. J. P. Murray, Financial Secretary, was trans-
ferred to an Assistant Commissionership in Basutoland, and Mr.
C. E. Boyes appointed as Government Secretary and Assistant
Commissioner of the Maseru district.

The new (Government buildings were completed in July, and
the Resident Commissioner and staff moved into them. They are
bhuilt of stone under iron roof, and the oftices are commodious and
well ventilated.

The year under review has heen one of the driest on record, the
roinfall falling lamentably short of the average. The loss of
stock in consequence of the want of grass has heen enormous, and
for some months all public work has heen at a standstill owing to
the lack of transport. This refers particularly to road work, as
nwing to poverty all transport oxen had to he withdrawn from
worl: and even then the loss amongst (overnment oxen has heen
abnormally high.

The following table shows the number of passes for natives to
leave the Territory issued during the last two years: —

; ‘
Year. t Labour. Visiting. E Total.
1911-12 .. .. .. 66,900 41,754 108,654
1912-13 .. . .| 77244 59422 | 56,666
|

The figures for 1911-12 are for the nine months ended Mareh
31st, 1912.

Towards the latter end of December, the Paramount Chief,
Letsie, went on a visit to a neighbouring farmer in the Orange
Free State, and whilst there was taken ill and was unable to move
back to his village. He recovered slightly and hefore quite con-
valescent was seized with an attack of pnenmonia and died on
January 28th. Arrangements were made for bringing the hody
up to Thaba Bosiu, the national burying ground of the Baquena
family, where the burial teok place a few days later. The burial
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was attended by the Deputy Resident Commissioner (the Resident
Commissioner being away on leave) and moast of the principal
chiefs of the Territory. The chief Griffith, brother of the de-
ceased chief, was nominated to act as Paramount Chief until such
time as the nation should decide on a successor.

A rather serious hreach of the peace occurred ir the Mohale’s
Hoek district between the local chiefs Mako Sekake and Lebona,
both of whom belong to the Ba Mohale clan. The dispute arose
over the vexed question of land rights and hoth parties resorted
to the ude of arms. The case was heard at Mohale’s Hoek by the
Resident Commissioner in conjunction with the Paramount Chief,
and those responsible were suitably punished.

No special remarks are called for on the amount of crime com-
mitted during the year, with the exception, perhaps, of the
number of cases in which women have heen concerned, such as
infanticide and concealment of birth, These are crimes which, as
a rule, are unknown amongst the natives, but during the year
there appears to have been quite an unusual number of them,

The meeting of the National Council referred to in last year’s
Report as still being in session was fruitful of a good deal of
discussion and representations on the following subjects were
submitted to His ¥xcellency the High Commissioner : —

(1) Regarding procedure in the Council.
(2) Native Tax Proclamation.
(3) Marriage Law.

His Excellency’s replies to these representations will probably
be submitted to the Couneil when next in session.

Cras. F. Boves,

(Government Secretary.
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